ue k Proſe inco Scots - 
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—Noelocr dapes i hath ort. 
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fte wnes and ea 


g 45 as 


times bene told, 


5 Thet Rene D bath ber ne! 4 ut 


ticof the old 


Df cunning Clarkes , anz *Þi 
wonder valiant men: 1 | 
As ancient 7«Kes make us 


fo2 L ken. 
Oper all the Mold it had. 
p2eheminence, 


And people made to it eien e (rours, 
With great Captains, R ings, knigbts, aud 9 


dene men ok war, and cruell Tonquersurs 
weg, great villages anb cities, 


22 


Frſunrhing tar above their enemies, 
uns ing then. lo ſet ving lervitude, 
reger ag 3 kin noꝛ blob, =» 
uuzeite g aims, 020 hips, K rownes b::50, 


2 . — 2 


Dfthem fell feare gre 
pat they on fozce beho 
2 els habe loſt both lite and heritage: | 
Fed they wereſorepleate.of allri | es, 4 


9 


* 


no cure ot no mans fabour an ee 
0 they became of all the wozld the head: 
And had thereof the whole anthoz 
But this was not the time ok e 
o2 from that time that Popes: , 
fall vertue that Cifte was made tome. 85 
from 
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ke, 


* 


ate to deargipia has com 


TN n 


well they treated theſe the unconth ftran 
eb eee ler the! 


„% ere ane * 


- 


wv le kaule a paid of molten ade 
ing them againe the weight ol gold ſo red, 
dcauſe the hippes ot à dead Pow ozskin, 
folve you all ot pour moſt deadlie ſin. 
tontinent in heaven up to be bꝛought. 
ntrare Gods will. whether he would oz nought, 
[ Bat not the leſte, long time befoꝛe theſe dapes 
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;Emperour was, asthe ſozieſayes, 
Who heght to name Pontianys at right. 
oble man of wiledome and or might, 
lidedhis Realme by wiledome and vertue, 
his people examples daplie ſhew, 
wiſedome, wit and een 
erethꝛough the heart of all his 
hat none cared to 


5 


ho aw — ol him ben did con 1 
thi alone no moe God to them gave, 

tho was called Diocleſi :nefo name, 
ure and well favourde,h othot fa 
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4 ee ries a Ae eme maladie, 
That He bebov's fo; to take bed on fozce, 
With ſoꝛe fickneſſe ſo troabled was her cozce:Þ 
Perteiving well by her intelligence, 88 
F02 fo eſchew from death was no defence: 
But ot her life ſhoztiy to have an end, 
Do foz her Spoule the Emporour lone ſhe fei 
MMith humble heart, and inwardly pꝛauing, 
That hee would come to her but ner 
Aft ever hee wouldſe her upon live, 
Do was fra hand direc ſone a millive. 
Poſt after poft, where hee lay in warfare, 
Done till dim came, and could the cauſe decli 
But mozeabode, with wonder ſoz ie heart, 1 
With few hozſe men from his campe did depart 
And when gee came to the Empꝛice pieſcnte, 
* laid him with humble reverence: 
We gi @dL92d, howbeit that I bee ſick, #4 
Pee lickhce mee mine errand to you lpeake: 3 
T do that it bee not only your pleaſour, : 
Pat als ſuch:ikeunto your great honour. 
Mer fald, Ladie, I ſe vou in diſeaſe, 1 
Rot withlkanding ſay on what ere you pleaſe: | 
And it thaltbee to mex no villanie, 
5 bo it cake not to your inficmitie . 4 
9 0 4 ar, , the ſaid, this ſicknelle a berate 
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The ſevel Sages. 
iſicians and my Ppiofepbers, 
p cunning men, and my Peditin ers, 
p Chirurgians, and als my Potingars: | | 
p P2acticians which are ſuttle and lie, 
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a>. 


zat daply dealeth with phlebotemie: * 


hep will conſult, and each one als 5 
your fickneſſe, and fo health hall dee ha ade. 

2 "cknefe is as naturall as heale, 

zerfoze doubt not that death ſhall with you deals. 
this pzeſent, but yee ſhall ſone recure. 
oth ſhee, my K02d, of one thing Jam (nes: 1 
is maladie ſo holds mee at the heart, | 
bile A be dead, no way it will departt 85 
berefoze, my L920, right humbly Arc dutte, 88 js 
wauld encline your heart to my dees. 
ſaid, Deſtre at mee what ever ve will; 
piilſegrant; though it bee contrars-gkit 
t comfoityon, ; and helpe you from diſeaſe; 
jerefoze (ay on, if ſhall not mee diſpleaſe; 
ee laid, my Lo2d,J thank you grekumlie. _ 
toth he, Madame, ſay on, what ever ft brew T 55 : 8 5 
ee ſaid, Py Lozd, pleaſe it yonr noble Gras 33 
my deſire this is the verie cacfe : 
hen I depart out of this pꝛeſent lte, — 915 15 7 
will vou 1 pleaſe fo have another wife: 
das v know wee have no child but one 
As ver had but only him alene 
5 er all things next t. A . 
ey: re well fo this pz 
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15 The ſeven Sage. 
Rule his people, ana guid this great Kingday 
And over all things my Lozd, muſt I requirs 
Into this point ye will grant my deſire: - 
That your Cmpayce, perchance what ever ff 
Upon my Hon, have none authozitie: - 2? 
No governance, power noz yet guiding. 
But ve him put to other nouriſhing, . BW 
Far from her ſight, and from her companie,. 
To that effect that he ap vicelelle be. n 
Df all vices, and ſuch things as goes wrong i 
And ape tobe great cunning men among. 
PyLo2d, heartlie this humblie J require, 
Anto this point to fulfilling dec: 
Foz well A knob diſpleaſures are fo come, 
Lhathe.thal diy, os elle hee ſhall be dumbe, 
Mhperethzoughonelie his life hee willrecure, 


4 


Dy Lo2d, J know but doubt this hall be ſux 
De ſaid L adie, your will pœ ſhall not want, 
Thaughit were moze right beartlie I it gran 
- Fo2thatit is mr deũre as well as yours, ? 
Ic ſhallbee done, Madame at your pleaſuregy 
-, . "bee ſaid y Rod A thank you with mine WM 
. ., God lave your Grace: Foz now J muſt depaiM, 
This beeing laid, che tok a fellpaſtion, We 
And a long ſpace ſhe lay in deadlie ſwoun. 
Do in ſhozt time withoutten moze remead, 
Heer naturall debt che completed of dead, 
With all triumph her funerall ſervicte, 
done as that time was the gt 
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n ne EVEN 1 dages. 


ib all his Court foz her tozeveparting:- 3 
minſtrell mirth, noꝛ yet no merineſllf ec 
to his Hall was ſ&n, noꝛ no blpthneſle, 

t heavinelle, great dule and grabitie, 

to the Court, and all theCompanie, - 

2 that god Quern all ſolace was away , 

ID weare dule- weed each one kaꝛ peare and day. 


holler chit ecke 
MORALITI E. | 


NF chis matter - ſomerhing wee may collect, 

/ Ofthis Ladie having ſo great reſpect. 

u invard love unto her Son alone: 

her own health ſhee rook but little rec. 
thought ſheę would his welfare not neßlectz 5 
ore her ſelfe to death ſhee would dif) done, 


th 
1 
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ich cauſcd her ſuch inatters to pro potie, „ <7, 1, 
er husband, forthe ſamige effect, 8 . 
Son to reigne after kar thee was: Zone. e : 53 
Alſo yee may v confider ho great car, 5 0 RENT 
thought andgajnde nee tog Nen alrez 85 r 

ent her Son ſhee ſi ffering ſore icknefle; eee 

dvidingals for his wealth and welfare: SS 

ſiringhim of cutmbers to bee cleãre . 

th che ne Queen ſhould have none ans, ; 


r ſhee with him in any buſineſſe. 
ſome cauſes thir might occur perchance, 
at ſhee mould Havg of bin no governance ce. 


e part of prop hecie. 
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Of all the Court, and als of Ladies aw, 


If ill words come, then let your anger ſwage, 
G Cr place to yre, and harberie not out rage: 8 
5 'Amecke anſwere ſlockins eee . 
Tee are eonjoyned one fleſh, and ſoules two 


R [Then keepe good love e, the — biddechfs.” 15 = 


l!vered his Sonne to the ſeven Do- 


1 Zutohis bed, and ta himſelte conlv a, 
vo yen r by but e to igt 
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Thel even Sages. 
Perils to come ſo perfedly toknaw, 
Shee beeing toucht with ſore in firmiricy 
Praying to puther ſon from eom panic 


And in ſpecial! from his mother in laws - [ 
Inconveniences to eſchew that wight bee, Wes IE 
So ſhee deſird her ſon him to withdraw, 


The heartie love alſo yee mayperceave 
That this Ladie did to her Husband have, 
Rendring to him honour and reverencg, 
And hee to her alſo all things hee gave, 
That ſhee deſirde, or at him ſhiee would crave, 
Not regarding theugh it had beene offence, 

And for her ſake when ſhee was dead * 
Hee commanded that no blychneſſe ſhould bee 
or yeare and day into his companie. 


Therefore I ſay to you i in marriages 
Both into old, and into tender age: 8 
What ever chance yee ſhould have —_— 


bbtd at ance no wiſe 5 yee fhouldboth bee? 
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How the Tas committed ad deg 


. Rors of Rome to learne. 
His Emperour upon a time he lay 
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The ſeven Sages. 
ink it beſt that hee were put to laire , 
ce hee is voung and into tender age 
leare wiſdome hee will take moze courage, 
r my death this realme that har may guide, 85 
3 J think belt in time foꝛ tu pꝛob idee. 
pn the mo2ne hee cride after his clothes, 
in due time but moze abode upꝛoſe: 
Ide all his Loꝛds, and couuſell to him ſune, 
is matter what they thought to bx done: 
wing at length to them the whole matter 
his Ladie what her had pꝛomiſde aire. 
They anſwered all, Py Lo2d, there is in Rome 
en wiſeft men that is in Thettkerdeme: LOS 
Join learning all ether they p2e 2 115 | Trend 
all wiſedome and fciency tiberall.” „ 


e are but doubt the fee 5 þ 
2 to diſcuſſe, pꝛoblemie ꝛ q no 

a meſtageto them bee ſent a e MS 
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lyver them your Hon unto the latrg. 
their counſeli the Emperour wasrontent,: © +: 
theſe Dogonrsa meffageſcone was fon PS 
er his ſeale, and als his dne hand ia 1 He 3 8 
the Doctours hee bade dely ver itt. 
ſone as they the letters all had ellde. „ 
their voyage but tarie ſone them \pedr_- „ 
en they came to the E mperours 5970 for 5 : 5 1 
p laluſt him with laude 17 i. ence; 125 oY 
their belt wife, as to them could et eare: 
laid to them, Bee are right welcome here + 2 — 
ſhe eat t yon; Jaws ws my en edges 


The ſeven Sages. + ® 
Wherefoze Iſend to von ſe ven my meſtage: 

They anſwered him the cauſe no way we Ene 
Mhile that your grace wilt bouchſafe fo; to fl 
Pour gracious will, when ye habe ſhowen ng 


That to fulfill our power wer ſhail do. 1 
Do wbom be laid I thank you Malters all, If 
Now unto-you mine erand ſhew A chall: 


Dne Han alone, no moe Childzen 
Ooꝛ all my time, no moe God fo 15 E 4 
Apparantlie be is to . ; - 
- Therefoze J would Ne wer 
Lo cunning men, fi 
And in yout head b. 
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. 17150 — nave credence, 
Alter called Pantilla an. - 
NG 145 oldeſt was. 
eLo2d,Itfhall, eale pour ngbl 7 
Conte Ban lp een a 
| Ber as cunningin all the eben es, 
b, Ot wit, wiſedome, and allintelligencs, . In 
4 . and i allwy marroines that Makra * 
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Theſeven Sages. N "Ss "ER 
>} any man within your bounds and lands 
that yee will deliver him to mee: 2 
is ſhall J do in paine of honeſtie. 
be ſecond Maſter, named Lentulus, „ 
Pyeſe woꝛ ds ſaid unto the Emperour wm,  . 4 
o pleaſe your Graredeliver him tome, 
Within fire-yeresbe ſhall have moze Cleargie, 
Poze cunniag<raft in all the ſoven Science, 
5 J, and all that naw are in pꝛeſente: 

q das ye know I have ſerved pour Grace, 
Yince J was man in all my lifes ſpace: 
Ind fo2 reward 2 ſ&k nane other thing, 

1 ut your, own Don to have in governing. 

] he ſpak the third that named was Craton, - 

itz your god grace A ſailde the Dea upon:: 

Mn great perils and dangerous warfare, + 

N nd ok your Grace reward J ſ&k no maire. 

o be ſo god, you mes deliver would, 1 0 

Jour onelie on, in governing to hold, 

i nd J pꝛomiſe within pers five, 

Pe ſhajlbe moze cunning and ſcient ive, 

Wo2 I, and all my marrowes here about, 

Minto your Grace this ſhall A do but doubt. 

Then ſpak the fourth, his name was eee 

Ind pleaſe pour Oracamy ſervice foꝛ to tage, 

n god ſeaſon, in thankes and als plealares: 

oz I myſelf, and my p;ogenitours, , 3 : 

Wave (ervedyou; and yours, our lives ſpace, © bf 

nd no reward deſire J of your Grace, © = 

p ut (ta vanchiake on mee fo god * : : A 


The Tren Lager” 
Aas oz to learne your Hon perfect lcience, 
And loꝛ fo bee of cunning ue perfite, 
Voz Jandall my marroweMan indite. - 
Tuyhis ſhall hee do within nert yeres foure, 
D: ſcience and cunning (hall give ov ce. 
Then ipake the fift, Ioſephus was his Nami 
L 02d, J am old, and never in defame; 
Pn pour counſell J have bene many vere, A 
Mi ould pet leave mee pour one Bon fo2 toleeteg 
.:; I ſhallhimteach but doubt in yeares thzee, 7 4 
A sd great cunning, and as per lea Clea 75 P. 3 
2s I my ſelle and all myanarrowes can, 
Du elle pee ſhall call mee no honeſt man. 
No moꝛe reward of your Crate 7 dere, 
4 Thony all my time J have ſerv'd pour "__ i 
Then ſpake the ſirt, was named leopas, 
+» noble man and cunning Clark hes was: 
0 tr (aid ſuch like as the lave ſaid befoze: 
Dfyour god gracereward Þ-ſeke nomoze, 
wo 5 ronr one ſan to have in governing, = 
. A Anfo2me and teath, and intofcience bꝛin g. 
N hee ſhall ber within two yeare, 3 
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OS datheefhall have no pereguall no: pere. 
12 me reward of you now aske will J, 

wo bh vonr god Grace Jtruff will not denys| 

| 43 5 Tden ſaid the ſeventh grꝛat Mater and Di 

oY 1 7 0 your Grace J will do ſuch pleaſure, 

ee mee your ſon in credence and . 


1 Within one years I ſhall give bim earning, 
9 : loxpoly ae loben, ee, 


The ſeven as. 


or al! Science underneath the heaven: 

Wat in wiſdome her ſhall have no compare, 

to your Grace this ſhoztly A declare: 

W2 gifts of gold, noz geare I not regard, 

Y fo2 my labours J covet no reward, 

t your god will, whey the peare is fa2th gone. 

We Cmperour heard, and thanked them — 

Md ſaid, J am indebted to you all, 

Precompenld, none of you there ber shall: 

Wt not the leſle, ſince I find vou fo ind, 

Id with good wils have ſhawen mer pour mind: 

M3 choulo him commit to ane of you, _ 

[ en all the reſt might well believe and frow, 

Hat ta that one J had moe affedian 

Wan to the ref, which ſhoutd cauſe vilention, — 
Wſcozd, envie, and alſo variance, — 

Which in no loꝛt among (ach men ſhould chance: =—_ 

Ferefozeto ron conjunclieallin ane 

re J commit iny Hon Dioclefiane; 

1 ? afald Batrne, and eke mine only aire, 


ith you to be inſtructed well in lairez + 795 5 


d him to guide in every honeſt lozt, 
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ye will anſwere each one unto mee, 


2 be hee well, even ſo I think my fell, 
see pleale as now ito moze A teil. 
eie digne Deco2s; the [wert! 1 5 
WF their god Lo26and allo perceiving. , * 

0 de great crebonee, and dalls the kindyelle, 
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8 The ſeveh Sages: 5 
That hee had ſhewen unto their ſinipleneſſe, | 
Whey thanked him eachone upon their knees 
Pan after man, all ſeven in their degree: üõ 
Daxping to him, that his Grace ſhounld be ſry 
Pele their labqurs great diligence and ture: 
The Emperour tokhis don by the hand, 
And bade that he at their bidding ſhould Tang 
And in no ſoꝛt that he ſhouldthemoffend, 4 
Anta the time againe he foꝛ him ſend. 
And ſo at ſhozt the Child delivered hee, 
m they receivde with all humilitie. 


This being done, each one they tak gad-nigh 
To Romes Court, the way they held on right," 
Theſe ſeven aſters their voyage paſſing on 
Dne ol them laid, who named was Craton, iſ 
To his feltowes, ſaying, my bꝛetbꝛen deare, 
Dinte wee this Child in governing have harre 
_ 'Ithink not bett, to Romes town that wee ride 


If we lis well this Child governe and guide. 
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et 


+.” \Faz diverſe cauſes and impediments, 
e map 6ccurre by inconvenients, 
Sueiting the Child to man 


y ſpoꝛt and play, 


Fo when great men get know!edge what he f 


* . 


And we all teven with great viſpleafurelacke 


counſell was god and convenient, 
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The ſeven Sages. 
pith god will to the ſame would apply: 
to eſchew, J wonld remead were found, 
ell I know within a little ground, 
uild upon, there is a pꝛoper place, 
jh to us all were pleaſure and ſolate, 

n Romes Town but thꝛæ miles t iſtant, 
Tt thing wer nerd, wee miſter not to want: 
$5 there make an houſe both rowme and ſquatr 
re at quietthe Child, may learne his laire. 

Y tall cauſepaintuponthe walles about, 


even Science, with great ſtoꝛies all out. 
Wat this Child, map ſæ, viſie and lok, 


ake doctrine,as well as in a bok, 


Fcoun bell then applealed them everie eachone, 
Houſe was bigged, ſonof lyme and ſtone 
Yweltcompleted, as it beſt coulveffeire; | 
' Frein they all ſtudied the ſeven verre: 


Ich been outrun, and all compleet together, 
ven Malters among them did tonſider, 


] thcy would examine Deocleſianccee +: © 
1 Ytb:t their time ol the ſeven rerres was gute 


t he was expert into Sciente, 


q derung they had done diligence, 
las ſaiv, J cannot teli trueli ec, 
our Scholler examinde well chall bees 


laid Craton, J ſhallthat welldebiſe, 
bis bed on flepiag when he lyes, | 
r cach nook ol his bed wee thili: ap 
ve leafe, then when appzoaches dar. 
kerceives, lon alker his watzing, 


L So ; Which put mee in a felloun fray but dont | F 
e erceived well br good Experience 5 q 


Fe" 5 ol Then wir may know by our intelligence | 
This being done, earlie in the mozning 


And lifted up his ene unto theSkie, q 


- - Dn ſuch faſhion, befoze they bad not ny 
How his ingine was raiſed ſo quickly, 


1 = 1 l in my ſleæpe tome I thought appeard}] 


3 the Ear! þ was quite declyned down: | 
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"The pen 4 


Bee is replea te of all the ſeven Stience. 


The Child wakned befoze the dun = 


And to the role of the honſe ferventite, 4 
Both to and fro ſharply caſting his ene, 


Che ſeven Mallers perceiving perfitely -1 


_ 2 4 
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They ſaid, Wherefo:e loke pee ſo faſt bool 
What moveth you? oz what have ye in boul 
Shew us in plain, wee ſhall cauſe to amend; 5 
If any thing bath you in heart ofend it. 
Ao mar vell have, my god Paſters, . 
. FozJam bꝛought in a great fantaſie, 
Which hath me made amazd,andright af 


at the Reofc-trix of all this whole maifoil 


nidithenagaine in twinkling of our eyes 
At was nplifted an hundꝛeth thouſand greg 


2 


| was fulfilledof all the ſeven Science. 


nan nof wit. and wiſevome hee ſhall 5 F | 


2 a e time wn leave this youn 5 cls! 
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7Fe may perceive none Emperonir, 
Nor king ſhould work at their pleaſure / 
Without a good counſel. 
dd counſell is the Procutour, 
to ſer forward good labour. 
And perils doth expell. 


This Emperour hee would doe nought, 
ile his Lords were before him brought, 
And ſo they were right ſoone 
hem his counſell then hee ſonaht . 
they him ſhew their minde and thought, 


What was beſt to bee done. 
In one voyce they concluded tar. 
t hee ſhould put his Sonne to laire, „ et 
With cunning men of wit. 
uſe the councell did it deelafte, ami Rho 
ncinent but any maire, 
Foorthwith fulfilled it. 


or as the Mother did promde, -# 
Father on that other ſid e: 
For his Sonne did toreſe. 
purpoſe would no longer bidde, 
to the Doctours in that tide, 


His ſonne delivered : hee. 


Though al theſe eyen had ſcicyec gent) M 
may perceiue that they haue been. gas. 


Okrheir one fantaſie . 
allen into courage cleage. 
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And purchzfedignitis. 
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The D 


Each one they tooke a diuerle date, 
Aud ptomiſde by their owne conceat, 

-. -  Morelargethanthey would doe: 

Who were farre by their owne eſtate, 

| Fortopretend to poe the gate, 

2 | Thar they ſhould not come to, 


! 


Bur to the Emperour tobke well in heede, ; 

Hee thought hee would not thole the feade, 
Of all, and pleaſe but ane. 

For that hee found a good remeade, 

j For the whole ſeuen wichowr more plead, 

78 The 2 haue with — tane. 
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k 


How the Emperour by count of his Py 
and Lords, of his Empire wedded 
er W. , 
E this meane time the Pein ces of hondut; 
A And the great Lo2ds came to the Emperottt 
b ; And laid, My Lozd, and pleaſe pour noble Gt 
1 : Barre are wee come ts ſhew how ſtands the ef 
But one young Childe, wer know no moe ves 
And pleaſed God, wee would that ye had mag 
And it may ſtand by fatall deſtinie, ! 
© That! yourowne Sonne may inlake, faile an 
Aas God fozbid that ſuch a thing ſhould chance 
Pt not the leſle wee would make puruzyancs 
- 'Then werd wee all of a new nafiue King, .* 
4 8 . deſtitute aboue vs foꝛ to reigne 
x e ep foltte and 1 na 
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The ſeven Sages. *' 
ch neuer was ſince this Empyze began, 
ueiſt, onerth2owne with any moztall mans 
Romulus who bailded Romes fowne z 
neuer man that had Dominton: 
is Empire, but noble natiue Rings, 
j auoide ſo great and perilous things: 
s the cauſe we are come to pour Grace, 
w you all the matter and the cace: 
ſuch a thing is right able to bc, 
it the Realme foꝛth ol ſuch jeopardie, 
would vc toke ſome honeſt gay Wadie: 
noble Queene and bedlellow to bee: 
at effect ſucceſſion foꝛ to haue, | 
our @mpyzefrom theſe dangers to ſaue. 
mpercur then hearing all their lawes, 


uch thing meant of the matter and aue. . „ 


anked them an hundꝛeth thouſand ſpſe, 


aid; hee would doe as they did deupſe: ph F Toe 


ir counſel right well content hee 2 
hem requtrde to purpoſe foz to paſſe, 
te get that was of tender age. 
od and faire, and come of hie linage: 

Ine Uirgine, and luſtie to beholde, 

(hall J doe the lame thing that pee wond, 5 
her to wife, and crowne her to my Quames 
his caſe let your wiſedomebe ſenne. 

e departed then from the Emperour,; - : 
de their Loꝛds of wiſedome and 4 YN 
eke this Nucene thaogh many-lands e 
ie * came to a W Wh at the. le 5. 
| 2 


Called Cicyll, which had a noble King. 


To his Daughter of fourtæne yeres of —— 9 
Noble, courteous, and pleaſant of viſage: y 


The Koꝛds of Councell and Ambaſſadours?: ; 


An home comming, by ſoze ftozme and trail 
Maltering with wind outthzogh the muddis 


That they were kaine, and joyfull at the laf 
To ſaue their lives, foz to cut their maine 
Cut their Cables, and ouer-boꝛd call their] 

ah oktheir lines they ſteod into ſuch feares; 


all . _ Df god lucke, ſuch a Qucne home to bzit 
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The ſeuen Cages.” 


Who royallie into his Realme did — 
WrLith great puiſſance riches and honour, 
Who had a Maide of all faireneſſe the flour. 


UW1th all vertue that in women might ber, 
And wile at:will, alſo apparantlie: | 
Whom they deſirde at this god noble Bin 

In mariage to the Emperour bing, 
And make her Nucene of all the whole Em p 
This noble King granted to their defire; ' 


Mere then diſpatched with pleaſure and ha N 
And bꝛought with them this noble gay Lay 
Which their pong QAutene, c als Empꝛite i J 
They heel'd vp ſaples with all their tleane t al 
With manlie might came ſoz ward their voi 
Upon the Sea they ſuffered great perrell, ! 


The Bozeail blaſts ſo boldlie on them blawe 


Some of: them ſaid, It was a moſt ſhꝛewd ſi 


+ Wherethzoagh thep were allin point- foz tg) 
And wilt not * would bo is latter ten 
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The Rack "wg No 
eſaid againe, all was come fo: * beſt. 
was witeleſte, howbeit ſtoꝛme them en. 
chone ſatd, as they that time beſt thought: 
due time to their owne Coſt was bꝛanght. 
one they came vnto their kindlie Coaſt, 
Mn 4 their ſailes, and their good ſhips off 
02d fone came vnto the Emperaur, 
all the Lo2ds were landed with pleaſ ure. Mig 
with them-bzought a noble young Ladie, 
h to the E ing his wedded wife ſhould bee. 
Empꝛour caulde pꝛoclaime thzoghR6ms tom 
euerp Lo2d, Knight, Marques. andas rrounm 
ſt array to make themallreadie, ' 2 
faire faſhion to meete that poung Ladie, * „ 5 
h but delay was done with: diligence; | 
o they gane this Ladte atlpzeſence. 
charray as they.coald, beſt deuiſe, 
 alltrtumph, and into their beſt wie, 25 
eir citie they did her alltonuop, 55 55 i 2 re #3 
= all gladnefe,micth, melodie and jon. 
WVen ſhe came vato this noble Tow we; 

5-15 did reigne with honour and rend oak 
loths of gold was ſpꝛed S28ugh aide 
hee lighted to goe vpon her fte, 

ich badkins, the coſtlie veluet webbes, 
L2odered wo2kes, and the tich royant . 

hon the ſtaires were ſpꝛed lo digh on „ = 
Is pleaſure to any man to fee: n 
rallother worlds vaine kantaſſe. 

mans maine and: en Font 3 


The ſe den Sages, | 
And ſo at᷑ laſt came in the Empetour, 1 
With his great Loꝛds, ofriches and honout 
Gaue his Ladie his perſon and p2eſence, 3 
Mith all triumph, renowne and renerence 
And her embꝛacde, as could him well effet 
And ſaid, Ladie, vee are right welcome ha 
Then the great joy that in the Citte was. 
Py weake ingine can no wiſe well compaſi 
Do on the moꝛne, when that the day was liz 
_ Untothe Church they bꝛought this Ladie bj 
With all triumph, great mirth and molodf 
Hilith mens wit that could deuiſed bee. 
Conuop ed with kings, noble Peinces and J 
As atfoch times agres well ard ac 
Then followed her the noble Emperour, 
With all his Lo2ds that were of great vat 
Stout menof armes, into their chiefeſt v 
Rydingat right vpon their ſtalward ſed 
Als with him came diuers great Rings 41 
8 Dukes, Barpns, & arles, and many worth 
_ With- erumpet, thalme,d2um, wash, and 


. Yarpe, Lute, D2gane, Cymbale and Cynz 


| Makingtheir mirth all into god oꝛder, 
Meraulds of armes, into their coat Arimonſ 
 Paſtonbefoze as it was moſt ſeemelie, 4 
In their gwne ſtate, confoꝛme to their deg 
enihile they tame tothe royall Church of R 
rahich was the head of Churches in Chail 
Therelighted they with mirth and mirint 
|  Foxto (hplets ebe nam pt uu — 


mr > 


7 he Pom — 


af Goddeniſde Tos a and man, es 
hen he this world firſt creat and began: 
that Citie the great Biſhop was there, 
th allhis Clarkes of great wiſedome and laire 
is band beeing complete in Gods Name, 
th mirth and jope palt to the Pallace e 
here there was made banket with melodie; 
ith all kin mirth and pleaſant menſtrallie: : 
hile that night came, the each man thoght it beff - 
quiet paſſe, and take the nights reſt. : - 
this Ladie but any tarying, 
te paſt᷑ to bed with her husband the King, 
dſoobtainde the great kauour and lone 
her good Loꝛd that it could not remoye 
dok her loue hee tooke ſo great delit, 
at the other Nucene her had foꝛgote her ate 
d all his lone was caſt on this new Auæne, 2 
he befoꝛe had nener mazied been. \ —_ 
t not the leſle all the dayes of their las. 4 
dthought he wold all bairnes from them dopzinit 
them betwixtthey no ſucceſſionhad, 
pich made this Qucœns right ſozrowfu'l and ſad. Af 
ping, Yusband, one thing I you require 
ree would grant, right heactlieJ deſire, 
rauſe long time this Empꝛice did pexſaus, 
kind of childe ſh was able to haue. 5 
ee turnde her ſailes into another winde "1 
here that thee might ſome ſabfleneſe cauſe find, 5 
to her bed where that ſhe was lypand. 3 
ja n ks ver pans ane Vibes. | 


'® YR he 


; _ GSheſaith, Py Toꝛd, and pleaſe your noble d a. 


That we no way can get ſucceſſion, 1 
WMlhich fads mine heart, and does mee great y 


Quoth her, That thing deuile how that pee cat 
Then fo2ce it is, both po and A them want. 


With ſeuen Paſtets mot wiſeſt vpon groun 


Bim to intreate into ſo good fachion, 
% That allſhouldſay though great Komes toll Y 


108 = t ha were of mineowne two ſides bozne i 


zf Beſeechiag you to fulfillmy relies, v 
Vel not thelelſc her minde was and her though 
| . Though'his Father fwke not ſuch thing in het 


. Whatever peencke, enamoured ſo am J. 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


Betwirt vs two, is chanc'd an heauie cace: 4 


But would your Grace one thing vato mee 0 
Bet wirt vs two a Childe wee ſhould not wan 


Foz that excœdes the wit of any man. 
Foz to get Bairnes, ſnte God will not tbem 0 


Shee ſaid, My Loꝛd, it is vnto me — 
Pee haue a Donne which is not to me known 


And he himſelfe none wiſer can bee found. 
Would yx him bzing to Court in my pꝛeſeng 
I ſhould doe all donour and dilligence, 1 
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Pot onelie ſaid, but alſo ſhould ber ſwozne , 


ſince ſo is that J cannot conceiu, 
Dnelie pour ſonne as mine owne J would had 
My Lo2d, this is the asking I require: 


1 
- * — 
= a: 


In lubtiltie, ano all with malice wzoughts - 1 
Imaginning daylie the Childs dead, 
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Pee ſaid, Ladie, that will J not deny, 
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The ſeuen Sage. 


fo your louie, that foꝛce comp elle ze, 
hat will per aske, denpde it ſhall of 
erefoꝛe ſince I the ſecrets ot mine hi art, 
hewes fo you plaine, to mee Keepe ye your part: 
 foz my Donne, it is long time by-paff, 7 
ddiuerſe yeares ſince that J ſawhim lat, =o l 
t not the leſſe, to accomplith your Will, 
hall with ſpeede a Pellage ſend him til: 
d cauſe him come, and als his Maſters all, 
What hi can doe, both heare and la rer chall. 
02 J bela ue he hath bene diligent, 5 8 
his ſtudie, and in Sciente frequent ; . 
d foꝛ to learne wit, knowledge, and wiſedome, 
hat after me hee map guide his Uingdome. | 
oe ſaid, Loꝛd, that it beſo, God grant, 
? Wo2 that ſame cauſe J would no wiſs him want, 
Hut if che ſaid theſe wozdg with her heart, 7 5 Fl 
e will perceive by pꝛoceſſe afterwart: Th : 
be Emperour ſone caulde make a c iii ine, ; 
a he Mellenger her was direct belivwe. 
to great haſte and expedition n, 4 
its the ſeuen great aſters of renuun. 
continent vader the paine of dead, — ft 
no leffe paine, than wanting of their headz. 
(Would bꝛing his Sonne to him at e 0 
Wi excuſes beeing cleane put away. ,. „„ 
Fe elkenger with ſpeede deſpatched was, 
the Dochoꝛs the hie gate can hw paſte: 
n the wiitting deliuered ſane hath he, 
| Nite the leuen s Doto:s of vignitis. 5 
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rbtehe ſeuen Sages. 
MMho it receiu'd with all obedience, 
Bumilitie, honour and reuerence. 

err AS. 


ö I. is a plague perilous and a great diſpaire, 
1 4 Realme to bee deſtitute of a natiue aire, 


Where kinde Capraines holds Courtg, no cauſe is off 

The Common. wealth increaſeth more aud more. 
yy the contrare apaine!? 3 

' Vakindlie Captaine overthrawes, 

And Common. wealth downe drawesy 

And leades not the olde lawes, 
But contrare workes plaine. 
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his was the moſt motive, cauſe and the quarrell, } 
i. Thatcauſde theſe Princes compeare, to ſhow all pen; 
Ihe great danger and doubt, and the cauſe hailes - 3 
Both for Common - wealth, and crown if aires chancg 
There was but onelie one: bk 
Which was the Emperous ſonne: 
Therefore this matter they moane, 
To caaſe him take a Queene, 

A chis aire were gone, 


And fo with ſpeede but plie to counſell applyit, 
Qauſe it was the common. well hee dutſt not deny it 
1% Bur yet his firſt Queenes deſire in ſome part paſt by ii 
That to the Court the child brought, where hee wal 
The Emperour not knew, 2x ( 
Yee know of olde this true tale, 4 
Nice is the Nightingale, 1 
The Empefour gaue credence haile, 
And neuer word trew. 33 


. When women feste fait, they are ef falſe 
hey mak ſweet liquor ſwim aboue, & gale is at the 
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The ſenen Sages. 3 
hey ſhow them like a turtle Doue, and bites as 2 bound. : 

he Emperour was deceiued fore ,as ſoone was after büd 
hey were aye, and ſhall bee, | 
Wo inquiſitiue both night and day, 
he Emperour could no wiſe ſay nay? 
Mut men thould norrrow what they layg 
of 0 of becauſe they lie. 
7 
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ow the Kuen Maſters after the ſight of the 
Emperours Letters, would fee the courſe 
of the Firmament and Planets, whether! ic 
was good to obey his Command ornor. 


4 fone as theſe ſeuen Makers had ortlene, 
\ The Emperours wzite,+ vnderſtadd it dene 
Da the nert night all ſeuen with one conſent, _ . : 
Walt to eſpy the ſtarres and Firmament, 
'F 4 o take journey, ik it was pꝛoſperous, 
r contrare wap, if it was dangeron ? 
Hos to fulfill the Emperours command, * 2s ck 
Pit they durſt, theſamine to gatne-fand, - a 1 
ie Anone they ſpie into the Firmament, 1 
ſtoꝛmie ſtarre which troubled their intent, 
MW ercetuing well by the ſtarre, if that thep - 
Their journey toke, and rode that lamine b, 
To them affirt by the Emperours command 
The Childe but doubt in great perill thould bade 2 
Wo: the firſt woꝛd that he ſpake i in pzeſence, Wy 
D*his Father in open audience, oY 
S deuld bee the cauſe of bist moth i hamefall denn ir 4 
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| 3 | 4K l n 
4 3 they could findenoremead, {| 
% Ano mit un Wereallſadand wonder ſozie, | 
Wt not well to trauell o2 to tarie. 4 
arre then they beheld alſo, ,, 
| he king would not ge. 
Meats, Hr CLINE them fo, 
D ”, there was no moꝛe adoe. 
"ey Let bach ald, Where two euils doe appeare, 
Aktie hore cles wherein lpes leat danger. 
And 's Emppꝛe that wee all f ten ſhould die, 
87 © ſhould ſuff e are all, 
Would lufker any thꝛall, 
395 R Dee tari 
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ad in countenance, 
at was the cauſe and chan 
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The ſeuen Sages, "= 
Iherefoꝛe wee haue all great cauſe foꝛ fo monrne, = 
22 all our jop and our kelicitie, ne 
like to furne to great aduerſities 

laid, Piſtres, J p2ay you to me ſhow,  / 
bo the taſe ſtand th, pet po will let mie know. 
hey ſaid, The canſe that we can ſhew to you, 
to the ſelfe is verie ſoꝛrowloun: 

02 your Father the Emperour and Ring, 

nto vs leuen hath ſent a ſharpe witing; 
\Wommanding vs withoutten tarying, 8 5 
n paine of liues, that we you to him bzing. 
Incontinent at the next Pentecoſte, 10 
heſe his wꝛitings hee hath ſent with the Poſte; 
o what effect, wee know not his intent, 
ut wee all ſeuen haue ſpyed the Firmament: | 
be Planets eke, and alſo the Starres cleare, 
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Ind wee can ſee none other thing appeare. 
ut haſtelte without any r emed. 
re ſpeake once, pee ſhall thole ſudden dead 
af wee delay, and bzing van not him till, 
Fur death isdight, and in your Fathers will. 99285 
be Childe anſwerde ag aine right humbie, 
ese repent that ſuch a thing ſhould bees 
an ve not finde in that caſe no emed. 
Int either J oꝛ ve to ſuffer dead: 
Het mult I paſſe ans all the ſtarres eſp ,, 
[I can finde anie remead thereby: z: 
hat map put off that deadlie dolent houre, - | 
Ind ſatisfie my Father the Emperony, © 2 
Nacontinent he viſies ouer his boes. 1 
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. The ſeuen Sages. ; 
Then after that vnto the ſtarres hee lokes, 


WC) A1 ong the reſt a p2oper ſtarre hee ſa vw. 
That was right cleare, perfect and wonder ſma 
\\.” UUhereby right well confidered hee the cace, 

If that hee cduld abſtaine ſeuen dapes pace: 

Ffrom all ſpeaking, and hold himſelfe as dum, 
. All ſuch perill hee cleanely ſhould auertome, 

% And all their lifes in no perill ſhouldbee, - 

Auhich ſtarre hee let all his ſeuen Maſters ſee⸗ 

And laid, Paſters; beholde and well perceive, 

Ik I myſelfe asdumbe man may mee haue: 

73, -Deuen dayes but ſpeach. and then on the eight dj 

7. AlLtheperill F ſhall auopde away: 'F 

And ver are ſeuen ok all the world moſt wiſe, -} 

AIthinke it is but aſmall enterpꝛiſe: 3 

ELachone ok you to ſaue my lifeone day, 

. UUhen that is done, 

That ye and J from 
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aue his life, pearfelie he tooke in hand: 
th Lentullus. which was the next Doctonr, 
ke in hand pour life foꝛ to ſuccour: 
ſecond day: And ſo ſaid all the reſt, 

ir day about, ſo long as ſeuen did laſt, 


3 being ſaid, all ſeven with one confent, = 


v clade thi- Childe innewabilement, 
zolden Cloathes, as effeirdehis eftate, 
v lapeonhozſs and foꝛward made the gate, 
Romes towne with all the ſpeede they had, 
to obey as the Emperour them bade. 


MORALITAS, 


ere well done, ere wee our voyage took, 


yet journey, either by ſea or land. 


= 


MW the ſtarres or firmament to looke, 
Wc voyage with godlineſſe doe ſtand. 
In no ſort that it brake the command, 
Pod, alone, nor doe him none offence, 
*Mftarres I meane to bee mans conſcience. 


theſe Doctors ere they to journey went. 
armament they would firit paſſe and ſpy; 
re they perceiude a greatimpedement, 
iuerſe ſtarres appearing in the Sk. 

o remaine, ſne them good cauie & why 
Kings ptece pt aluterlie to gaine-ſtand; 
ome reliefe the Childe himſelfe hee fand. 


him granted, and ſ uch grace to him gau, 
ade a way that theyallfafe mght ben:. 
Is Maſters a proper ſtar peru n 

ch all the ſeuen cou id not perſaue nor ſee 


- 


Eidy they might their journey paſſe ſafely * * | 


4: - TheſeuenSages. 
Conditiovalie, fo that hee could bee dune, 
Vnto the ſpace, ſeuen days were gone & come 


Wherefore we all may bee right wonder ſure/, 
The grace of God to no man is obſtant ::: 
As to the iich, even likewiſe to the poore, 

As to the olde, euen ſo to the inſant. 
His treaſure is to all ſo aboundant, 
So ſimply giuen, ſo liberall and fo free, 


n . 


To them it ſeekes with all humilitie. 
4s the Gryphon, and als the great Goſhalke 
Is at all time ↄf wing moſt wonder wight, — 
Vnto their prey no kinde of birde wilſbalke: 
Yer then the Sparhalke is as ſwift of flight, 
As the Gryphon, and as ſharpe of her ſi ggg. 
Will catch as well ſuch birds as ſhee hath vſe 5 
5 the Gryphon will catch to him a gooſe, | 
Enen ſo a Page, or yet a young Prentice, 
When they are but latelie put to the waxe⸗ 
By quicke ingyne, ſtudie and good ſeruice, 
II Hee may preuaile his Malter at the marke 
buen ſo did this yong wan, and cunning Clark, . 4 
erceiued a starre which his Maſters overſaw, , 


Howbcic they were longer learnde in the law 
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The een Sages 


Nrevis in volatilibus eſt apis, & initium dulcoris » 
| buins fructus ills. Ectleſ. 12. 


ore the Empetour rode to meete his ſonne 
comming from the ſtudie, with — 
pompe and pride. 

Nd lo as they had entred into voyage, 

The p oaſtes ran with all haſfte meſſage 
Romes towne, and told the Emperour, 

t his one ſonne, with all haſte and labour, 

Ws comming home, on hozſe the ready way, 

Weathers will and p2ecept to obey. 

Wn his Father incontinent caulde call 

great Pzinces, and ofher Lozds all, 

vade them be in readiniefſe eachone, 

Would goe mete his ſonne Diocleſiane. 
"Wſeuen Paſters perfectly knowing, 

YM Cmperour lvith his Court was Hs, 

WW the child, all in one voycethey laid, 
Althinkeit beck ſome danger to auoide, 

Wwe allſcuen paſſe into the citie, 

Wyefozward paſſe with pour companie: 

e meane time, that we may all pzouide 
e helpe, that may put by this cnrſed fide? 1 5 

we ſhall doe all that we can oꝛ map 
pour lupply. each one to kepe one day. 

child anſwerde, as pe will, pleaſeth me, 
ember pet on my neceſlitie, 5 

danger J wote that I will ſtand: - 


efoze thinke an what pe hage tane in hand, — 


- 1 b 


The fien Sages ._ i 

They take their leaue at him ſozrowfully, - 1 

Then all they rode toward Romes Citie, 
So fo2ward came Diocleſiane rypdand, 
And lokes on far, ſaw his Father cumand: 
And as they met, off his hozſe lighted down: 
To his father he made him ready bown, 4 
Mnteling on knee with all obedience, 
Then his father with loue and reuerence, 

bout the neck oftimes he foke and kiſt, 

hat he was dumbe, his father pet not wiff, j 
Mine owne deare ſonne, ye are welcome, he i 
Df your welfare Jam right wonder glad, 
Mob is it with you, J pꝛay yon, let me kvaw vl 
Foz it is long afoze ſince J you ſaw. 1 
Then this young man full right mandike and | 
Bow'd downe his head, & nothing would he 

WMhereok his father marueiled gretumly , 
That he againe not anſwered inſkantly: 
Pet hecompalt into his minde againe, 4 
By his Maſters that he was ſo conſtraine. 


And commanded, that he ſhould ſpeake nothit | 
. Yeon hozſebacke, by any way riding. 
3 1 So home they came out thꝛough the great ci i 


DfRomes towne with great ſolemnitie. 
pile they came to the Emperours palite, 


i Ny Where that there was many antique deuiſe 
And off their hozſe with ſped they lighted dof 
FIÞ *- With great triumph, honour,and als renowy 


[$8 The father led his ſonne in by the hand. 
Ano 96 hall, whey e many. were bydand, -- 4 


F 27 
The ſeuenSages. 
bf him downe beſide him at the deaſe; _ 
deraulds bade lone ſilence all, and ceaſe; 
conne, he laide, now pe will ſpeake fome, 
teuen Malters, how doe they, tell let ſ&z 
zoes pour.felfe? fo2 it is long ago, 
J pou law, the luith it is euen lo. 
welcome to me with heart and minde. 
Len the childe his head he fo inclinde: 
vould lap, J thanke you father deare, . 
„euer he thoght, there was no man might heare: : 
reat his father marueit'd gretumly, ; 
In apart heloked earneſtly, . 
aid, tell me withouttenmany lates, 
Wye ſpeake not the maner and thecanſe, 742M 
(ered not, but bowed downehis head, 4 
Emperour taw that there was no remead : 
Enkd in minde, ok his ſonne not content, 
De Empzice gote woꝛd incontinent, 
. Teo ſhe was wonder jopous and glaid, 
er Ladies with merie minde ſhe (aid: 
! Iwill I noe Diocleſiane to ſ : 
-Mrefoze that ye my beff clothing bꝛing me: 
ito anon? ſhe went downe to the aw. 
re that full one Diocleſiane ſhe fav. 
M the deale beſide the child late downe: 
is pour lonne, my LoÞ, chuld bꝛoke your de 
Wt bene teach'd by all the ſeuen Doc urs? 25 af "2 
to me Welcome with all faudur : 
uy ſonne, the Emperonr ſaiv againe. 
de lpeakes not, whereatJ' -i_g uct faine,. TTY Mo ; . E 
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The ſeuen Sages. 1 
x know nothing how it is fallen by chante, 
Pp deuilrie, oz by Gods o2dinances 
But all the time to me ſince he is come, 

I Yheare nothing, but alwayes he is dum- 
She laid, my Lozd, deliuer him tome, 4 
If ener he ſpake, that pe ſhall heare and f&, 1 
A ſhail him tauſe with woꝛds fair and made, 
That J doubt not but he will to me fpeake. | 
The King ſaid, goe away with her and rile, 1 
The child he roſe on his moll humble wiſe, j 
Inclining low with all obedience, 


* 
* * 
« & N 
* 


To his father rendzing god renerence, #4 
To the chamber with the Empꝛice he went. 
But I beleeue, it plealde not his intent 


MORALITAS, 


F Hati it is written well we know, 

I Into the booke of Exodie: 
When God to Moſes gaue rhe Law, 
On Mount Sinai that hill ſo hie, 

Into that booke there finde may we, 
Amongſt the ten Commandements, 

That we obedient ſhould be, 

And hold in honour our parents, 


# 


| 80 did this child when that he . 


Wirt what. 3 to "ig megngad.” 
."1dare not ſpeake for feare of dead. 


The ſeuen hn: -- 
ching his father no wiſe kead, 
jen the Queene came in preſence, 
inent he bade him wend: 

er to chamber, and goe hence, 

ild with all obedience, 

command, and howbeit he knew 
would cauſe a great offence, 

el that race that he would ewe 


aſo we ſhould be all and one, 
parents obedient, *. 

ourowne be dead and gone, 
Fiacipall is remanent, 

our Father al-potent, 

Nes vs with his holy hand 

et vs ſet our whole intent, 
r beſt way keepe his Command, 


— 


Sv he W [ed Diocleſiene to her cham- 55 
Per, for to make merineſſe, which: . 
1 ringly he withſtood, GET: 


We Empaice then ſome Ladies calde her til, 
Paging, this is mine viter minde and will: 255 "4 i 
ye pꝛepare my chamber, and my bed 
) ſilke badkins that if be well on'rſpzed,  * - 

ll the houſe on'r(p2ed with tapeſtrie. 2 
aid, Madame, as pe bid, ſo ſhall be. 
the Gmp3ice toke Diocleſiane 
e right hand. and to the chamber is gone 

cauſde anoide all the chambers anon 
be ſtap de therein, but ther two them alone. FER 


- ThE eſa Sages: ö | d 
She thought it beſt, none other there ſhould 
And ſethim downe befoze her owne bed fry 
And laid to him theſe wozds in a part, | 
O beſt beloned Diocleſiane mine heart, 
Ottime J haue heard ſpeake of pour beau 
Pour wit, Wildome, and pour great conrte 
Pour great vertue ere ener J you ſaw: 
MY touet much vou both to ſe. and know. 3 A 
3 am right glad, my ſwe Diocleſtane, 
That we two now are ſo ſetret alane. 2 
” would haue giuen wih in this yeere age, 5 
Tenthouland pound foꝛ to haue had it ſo. | 
And am glad that now Imap behold, '} 
The lamin thing that Mie deut alwapes 
And J haue cauſde pour father foz you reti ) 
Co that intent, and foꝛ that finall ent: 
That may haue of pour body ſolace. 
And noi ſince we are here in ſecret - Wy 1 
Foz without fault I ſay fo yon plainely, /; 
Ahaue kepedmy cleane virginitte A 
To pqu trnelp, vnto this pꝛetent houre? 4 
- Notwithffanding pour father the ce nll 
© Dath matied me, pet would J not conſeſ 
In that. behalfe, to fulfill his intent. 7 
Wut at all times haue waited vpon pon. | 1 
hereloze ot me pe take your pleaſnre n du : 
And ſpeake to mie, and let bs goe to oe 
Hinee I my lelfe nowthereto haue ponled 
Mhat euer the ſaid, what euet ſhe di J. 


1 #0 all her alte, png bnd he anſwer d m 


ving that, to hin the aid againe, 
y ſwet heart. and god Diocleſiane, 
eare you here by Peter and by Paul, 
our keeping pe haue my life and ſaul. 
at is the cauſe, to me pe will not ſpeake? - 
pme ofloae lome token, J belecke: 
as pe know A am a poung Ladie. 
fo perfozme pour will, am here readie, 
ln her armes diners times ſhe him hint. 
y nn to hane kit, to his mouth made a mint, 
urn d his head, and would not thole her lle: 1 
er owne mind ( quoth fhe) what thing is this 
it to this nian J p2ofer mp bodie, 1 
br no way he will conlent to me. 4 
leſiane, mine onely lone the fai. 
that my lone ſo firme is on you laide, - N 
Po doe ye this, to me ta be — ; 
wing right well ye haue mine heart and mindee 
-W there is none that may perceine oꝛ fc“, 
at there is done into this honſe but we. 
Merefoze grant me the thing that J you crane, 
pe therefoze my maidenhead to haue. 
w2yed his face awap, and his vi lage: 
d by no way he liked her language. 3, | 
teiuing then that the could not obtaine 
S lone noꝛ lauour, but it denied cleane, 5 1 
e laid, my lone and ſwe&t Diocleſiane. 
hold my paps, behold my white wenn baue: 9 
hich here J put in your will and plealure, | 
P cleane fozlake your father How — 
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__ The ſeven 8 . J 
FE -- Fo2 why? he is both fieble weake and olde, 
" Leaneof body, and als of nature colde, #4 
2 5 An bis youth-head lo valiant he hath bene, 
That now in age he is conſumed-cleane, + 
That he ſcarcely may ſtand vpon his ite, 
 Uherefo2e to me no2 ſuch, he is not mete: 
At pour plealure therefoze mp body take. 
He fee ing this, his head he turned backe. 
That by no ſigne, noꝛ other 3 8 I 
Anto nd loꝛzt he would doe her plealancct: 
„But in ſo kar as he could him remoue, c 
„She might perceine that che wanted his londf 
Quoth ſhe againe, ik it plea fes pou nought, 
To lpeake to me, noz pet ſhew me pour thang 1 
As may perchance be done fo2 ſome god Why 
Into that caſe, excuſe you well will J: 
Vet nat the leſſe, A would pe did indite, 
pam paper. and pour minde tome wiite, 
Ve pleaſe not ſpeake, take there paper and inn 
* vou to wꝛite me what pe thinkt: 
0 alter ward pour loue J map 3 4 
In ſecret wiſe, that none wote what we mean 
0 the paper and inke he did receiue, f 
| And waite, as after here ye map perceine. 4 
O Lady faire, I pray God me defend, 
From ſ. ach miſchance as I ſee you intend: 
* If Idefile my fathers owne Orchard, 
125 fathers ire I get for my reward: 
Nor I wote not what fruit thereof will een 1 
And als Zig vet Liner another ching, oo 
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The ſeue Sages, 
ods wrath but faile ſhall fall on „ 
fore at ſhort let all ſuch folly be: e 
ke me not no fatther e 
will ſhew the matter, if ye do. . 
ſone as the the Ceduthad outread, 

r her fet incontinent it tredt 

hen againe, with her teeth ſhe it reaue, 

cof the text, that no man Could perceane. 

r head-geare ſhe did caſt on the flure, 
downe her clothes, and allher rich veffure, 
downe her haire, and ſkarted her viſage : i 
e blod ranne downe oner all her perlonage: 
all might heare, the cride with a loud boyre, 
clpe fo2 ſhame oz J myſclfe will lofſe, 

ag rude Ribald would raniſhme with ſhame, "3% oh 
ue this child now, ik he ſerues blame? 5 4 
neuer woman fit firſt the woꝛld began 4 
nelly dꝛeſt, with a n biſaithfett man: 
e lippened none harme ſhould to me done. 
my Lo20s, c come here, and dhelpe me lane. 


M ORALITAS. | 


Pu by this tale ye may percezue, 
ow many wayes that women haue, CVP 
times for to deceiue an innecent, _ - m ä 1 „ 
er net while ſhe him get, to her intenr. 
ith flattering words both falſe and 1 
o rehearſe would fyle the aire, — 
ame nor ſinne they wil rorfpare,theirmind to ow, 9 
e is paſt the thed of their hae, as well we know. RE 
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| The ſeuen Saves. - 
To tempt this man was all her minde; 
And cauſe him to foule ſin be inclinde, 


a * 
898 
4 1 
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of 


He would nor ſpeake, but with aſynd he wold f 0 
* — wonder kinde, the foule ill take 


She lightlied her owne Lord and King 
With great deceit, and falſe talking, 
Incontinent the childe to bring to a miſchiefe: 
Fy traitor, that thought ſuch a thing, fy common 


Paper and inke ſhe till him gau 
Though he was dumbe that ſhe might hgaue, 


; 


His vtter minde, and to perceiue what would hed 
When ſhe it read, with feete it tread: now fy, q of 


When that ſhe ſaw ſhe could not ſpeed, + 
She raue her clothes all into ſcreid, — © 
With ſkarting cauſd her face to bleed in great def 


Fy trompour, that did ſuch a deed. God will theeg 


When ſhe had allreauen downe her face, n 
She cride oftimes full loud alace, _ 
Is there no helpe in all this place, nor no remead? It 


* 
of 


Inis traitor ſtrong goe ſoone cauſe hangyhile hel 


He would here in great villanie, 


Contrare my will deforced me, 4 


As ye may all perceiue and ſee, my bloody face 2 


Beares witnes well if ſuch thing be, into this cace, 


Le may perceiue ſhe had no ſhame, - 
To cauſe her ſelfe get ſuch defame, — 
Like wiſe an innocent bure blame, that was ſo cle 
That tooke no cure to be a whore, and ſhe a Quet 


Then into euill ſo well expert, — 
So falcly could the tale peruert, 1 


PI 
* 


* 


b The ſeuen Sages. - + 
n was wel know ne ſoone Cerwaht: as ye fat hears; 
ic was both Queene and clylds part ſhalbe wache dear: _ 


dolie Dragon, and d oubtſome Den, 
Dwrihg,greedie and gaping Glen, 

hie fleſh foſtered in fen, with great offences - 
ocatrice that will not know thine owe conſcience. 


vile viper moſt venemous, 

Nele ſerpent ſulpnureous: 

aeous pit peſtiferous: now this I ſay thee: 

Apuble Deuill moſt dangerous: God aue me from thee, 


malice thou art ſo frequen t. | 
1 | any euils thoit can inuent, OO 
Ficious and ſo vehement, ay prone to enille 


uwouldrun to get thine intent, quicke to the deu, 


Pon thee foule flame, fire ſo fell, 
In chee,kideous hound of beg. 
n thee very ſpringing Well that ay was boten: 
t cares not to condemne thy ſell, ey luſſ bo Rockin. 


on thy luſt inſatiable, . 

0 chy mirth moſt miſerable, 1 

n.thy loue moſt lamentable fullof deſpite: 1 
chance is ay ſo changeable: cleane l yon quite « „ 1 


th! you ſceſo inconſtant. 

vertues me thinke ye want: 

into vice right aboundant, ye are profeſt- 

| ay to runto ſhame and fine, ye thinkeir beſt, 


nce ye aregiuen to your pleaſure, _ is FE ; 25 . = 
regarding your owne honour, 54 
# ſhall men haue to youfauour, kene I qu ieh ns E 5 
are not worth, to beſerfoorthzthe deuill r . 
F 4 


The ſeuen 
To good women not this ee 


It is their part both niah 

dd | 
Az ye haue heard before ng {: . 

dy, WIt 
— 2 this go goo od women will not 25 "= tar 


Therefore l pray you m 
For euill woment A not e 


Their owne honour ſo 
Herefore their com panic I refuſe, 


_— 
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How the Emprice S to the Empg f 


of the ſhame done to her b hi 
is { 
Diocleſane. Fr 2 | 


; He Emperonc withhis Lo2y 

| T ard the loud ſhont, and nn 
Okt the Empiice, all haſtely 
Dany great Lozd, 
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The ſeuen Sapes, 

vd canſes to chamber J him led, 

like a knaue he would defplde my bed, 
icht him with wozds of great comfozt, 

aake to me J did him oft erhozt: 

nle bawd2te his minde was onely ſet, 

e he la his will he could not get, 
pleaſure he made him medefozce, 
are my will, and ſo hath rent my torte, | 
effuſion of blod all aboundant, 
Melcuing none other thing inſtant, 
"Waltie dead, were not J gaue a ſbout, 
Peer well, if J tod then in doubt. 

ay perceine by mine abillement, 
Mrueth hereof, hold that he hath if rent, 
:Whame and finne of this harkot to flee, Jes 
man may know how he hath done to mee - 
eloze, my Lozd, as J havefaid befoze, © 
deſtre, pe would cauſe foreſtoze, 
reathononr, and my worthipagaine- 
thisRibalde falle Diocleſiane, 
ld frommerentfo:cely againſt my win, 
pour bed 2 chall neuer tome int ill. 
n that the Ring this matter: legen en, . oy 
das inflamde with cruell ire and ge e 
e, | wodnes, and great melanchblie, 

no remead but that his ume Would o. vie 1 
d ſergeants, and gaus them kralt am, 3 
gallons they ſhonid himhang lea hend. n 
1 —— lhe Keds thatitod he Empetoux nean 1. 
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Ihe Auen Sages 6 
L02d, as ye know, ye haue no 2 buf oz 
Wherefoze we all haue great cauſe to mak 
And if pe had, we thinke all verily, , i 
* Pour pleaſant ſonne were ablefo2 to die: 4 
But not the leſſe, with ſo haſtie intent, 
We thinke not beſt, we ſay with one conſent; 
Pour onelp ſonne that pe ſoſone put doun, 
Without oꝛder oflaw. oz pꝛouiſion. 0 ” 
The law is made to puniſh treſpaſſers, if 
All ginen to euill. and miſchant tranſgreſſerg 
And if lo be that he be found the ſame: 
Chen by oꝛder let the law him tondemne: 
That no man lap, that the great Emperour, 
Mis onely ſonne in madnes and furour, 
Without the law hath put his ſonne to dead. 
Pleaſe pour great Grace to this matter take i 
The Emperour to ſuch woꝛds gaue audience 
Qnd aid, my Lo2ds, of me pe haue credence, 
1]  UWithin this Reabmc to leade juſtice and lat vt 
VToereloꝛe J will conſent well te pour _ 
IT;  AndalsJ thinke it right expedient, 5 
[7% - Debecondemndina flaine judgement. . 
Then command was to put him in . 0 
There to remaine without any ranſoun: 1 
UUnco the time thatjuſtice Court ſhould ſfany 
Will Thenfgure japlers received him fra hand. 
Zn deepe pꝛiſon right ſharply him incloſ', 
Waoerein befoze the child was neuer v\'d. | 
Dau let him ſit, Godcouer an of care. 


The ſeuen Sages, 


xerſener'd-in malice any great pze; 
| this child as any burning fire. 
as ſhe had gotten true knowledge, 
his young childe was put in p2iſonage, 
it to dead ſo ſuddainly as the wold, 

ide, ſhonted, and mourned manifold, 

he palace ſhe cau\'d be all on ſfe&re, 

zgreat paine her foz to ſ& and heare; 
Sher Ladies fo her chamber thought beff, 
tonnop, therein foꝛ to take reſt. | 
night was come, the King to chamber valk, ; 
und his Qutene mourning and weeping faft: 
Ving her hands, ſobbing and ſighing ſatire, 
ing was nop'd to ſ& her make ſuch care. 
Wome he laid, O mp deare Lady gent, 
is the canſe that pe ſo ſoze lament? 
id Py Lo2d, know pe not all the cace? 
our curſt ſonnehath made blody my face, 
Would me put to vtter diſpleaſure, 
not pour ſeike and others made ſuceont? 
Wnmanded him to be hang d fra hand, 
et the lefſe on life he is linand, 
our command is not obeyd at all, 
et my ſhame no way is made to fall — 
refoze, my 402d, A thinke that pe ſtand aw, ” 
pour ſonne to lead juſtice and lap. 


to the Quene theEmperour canſap, : 
me lo ſone the moꝛne as it is dap, 
ur deſire to fulfill and intent, 


All but doubt thalejalice and nagement. * 
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| Abe ſeuen Sages. „ 
| Quoth the, my Lo2d, ſhall he yet live bo dez 
Nuoth he, Madame, let this one night ou! 
Then mightluch chance on you come halle 
As on a Burgeſte came of this Citie, 3 
As it was ſhowen the trueth vnto my ſell. 
Nuoth he, Padame, Jp2ap pon that to te 9 
At pour pleaſure, quothſhe, tt ſhall be done 
s her ſcrmon on this wi ſe began lone. 4 


MORALITAS. 


1 this Queene by wayes wrong, 
Willing pur downe this proper childe, 


By eurſt conceat and leaſing ſtrong: 

To death him to conuict and fyle. . 
And als her King perſwade, to trow all that hel r ! 
With many wrincke, falfe way and wyle: 

But yer the was ſc by her ſtyle, by 60 counſel 


Which cauſde him to prolong the time, 4 
By counſell vnto the morne, 4 
Vvhere they beſt could trie out the crime, 

And clenge the chaffe out from the corne: 

It is good to put by an euill houre ay I, 

Ere an innocent be forlorne: 


5 And he offo greatlinage borne, thisis my. cauſ 


Far if this Queene had gotten nerv will, 
The King had repented it ſore 
Without counſell or good ſkill, . 

or to deſtroy his ſonne 4 


Which great pity had bene, while the za 
A cl ce on her euerthaire, 


. 5 ne tharcarieGin fuck ese curſtbe tai 


The ſeven Sager. 43] Y 

den young man comes to ggodagey . — 3 5 
reit chanceth the, 1k 
God wit or knowledge: 
n Judge c et 
ult bee done, cauſe to correct it ſoane; 
that thou both hear and ſee . | 

Ws of the NEST 1 tie, then chen . Wir nge CN 


re oceure eau or quarrel, b 
too ſwift to give ſentence, 
rein ſtands right great per 11 
ind danger with negligence: 
matter obſcure, Ihen thou ſhould bee right 1. 
eſſe and expe tiene, 


J h one ule their due efence,even to ache poor. „„ 


ou uſe ay godd counſel, 
bee licker at thy ſide: 


lighely don ale not faile, 

ever chance for toberide: FW 
ounſell is the ground; where uke e is found, 
de rceive, and als provide [7 ne Dn: 
om all peril for to guidewihina alete fund, 
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fthou haſtily pronotince.- 
ce too ſoone to rich and post: 

e no wiſe thou may renounce, 
no ſort againe recure: . + 
putten lack or ſhame,diſhorfout 400 Tory 
ore thou ſhould bee wonder ſure; 5.” 
hou co no man do inlure er elle e. oufery eſt blanc,” 
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to you Tudpes 1 willſay, | 
from bs and pr gre car | favours :- 
rie meaſe your minde > ano 


won rule: your great LOU. — 


= 
L . . . < 4 
* 5 Ob. . ws. "y 


” ar at 


The feven Sages. | 
* Jnnopainede pare. 
allance beare equall, 


} 1 ber en d pee God a good pleaſure; 
to your ſelf — honou bs 


| And 04 good o of all. 


To know what the Emperour, the K 
| preſſe, and the young Child, and 
the ſeven Doctors do ſignifie, | 4 


Re wee proceed et furt hetmare, | 
of this matter ſomething willl * 
What each thing meanes for to declare 
he matter better yee will knaw: 

This Em erour that leades the Law; 
ſigniſies a mans perfoun, . 
at Walters berxwixt wind and waw, 
t bene world's ay wy and down, : 


F 2 pry Baie Soul pes, 
a dear Rion it begins. 5 
Thi & endayes! this child is dye, 
fans „ e 55 


Ty "A hee firſt dome 


0 4 : 


- 


The ſeven Saves, . 


0 
* . A 

Lad 

4 - 


* 


peakes hee to God face to face, 
that the divell hee hath vincuſt. 


alo is of this Em preſſe tale, 
or to tempt the Emperour, 
ng perfect to prevaile, 
fthis child to bee victour, 
n this tale for his pleaſure, 
ich the Empcrour was content, 
ſhall heare, good auditour, 
fore to purpoſe let us went. 


4 z 
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4 
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irſt tale of the Empreſſe, is © 
ee that grew in the Burgeſſe 


w Ne 


4 


e | | | 
- 


z 
. 4 * 
2 


o for the Impe that grew | 
cut the great tre. 


s 


- 


Gomes towne remaind a ri 
lth all mi 


| is that were plc 
eie flowze hee had therein a p 
was to get about in evexie art. 
their names A næd nut now t. 
was ſnch like ſo pleaſant in al! 
is garden there-grelk 


3 


cheverie year bzoug 


* 


ive all thisthe fx; 


- 4% 


Vas ſo done ſpet, and of lo great vertue, 
What man thal hd any ſoze maladie, 
As is leper, exceſſe, oꝛ „„ 

dd nas heept this fruit got a taſte, 


* —— 


Df ll fickneflehee would bee whole in halke 


2 F „ 


And ſoit chanct uponanholievay - BW 
bis Burgelſe went to his Garden toſay {| 
Vis oziſons, and beholding this tr, 
Pee lam growing, which was pꝛoper and fat 
An continent hee called the Gardner: 5 
And ſald Gd friend, lee per bee wonder furt 


AQAndoektbis impe daplie that yee take ture: 
Je believe to have a better ite 

Oft this poung pant, and better bæ ſach tha 
4 Noꝛ is this old, which 3 can not advance, 4 
{71911 - hat pithinlake 8 ſap. ſapcur, ant ſubſtancez 
14 il 3 Yowbeit this fre be far grown it abone. 4 
be Gardner ſaid,Poſeer,it ſhallbs done. 
Witt in few dapes to ſhew thee foꝛ tertaine 
To ſtee this plant the Burgeſle came againe, 
N Which as he thougbt was vothalt ſopleaſaniſſh 
Aas it was when the firſt dap pee it fand. 


„1 


r 


\ 


Pro tender plant appearcth not to mee bs: 
ee een asit was the latvay, 
iy Veeſkiv Halter, Pow tent take what J ſapz 
107! £9 wonderis,thisolvtrs is farmaire, - 3 


To the Gardner bee ſatd, Bow tan this bee? 


4 


d from the young takes all ſubitance any 
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The e ſeven Shoes; 8 WE ra, 1 
he young plant is fo anlihelp made: Tg _ 1 
if this plant got the fubſtante ud aire. 
at this tre gets, with ſped it would grow. my 

ia the old, foꝛ age almoſt is dead. 
; Bargeſe.ſaid,J know thereofremead: ' 


down the boughes andb2aniches of the old. 
"Mob hee, Palter, J ſhall do as per told: 
bo bee did, then after in chozt ſpace 
eee the plant againe came the Burgess, 
av right well that the ſame tender; plant 
Ine nedfull thing it did inlack and want. 5 5 7 
1 * Gardner hee laid, Bow thancetd cbise „ 
1 tender plant it do miſkhꝛive J wiſh: 1 

0 mee thereof the cauſe without leaſing. ' 5 
oF ſaid. Paſter, J ſuppoſe of one thing, 
| 7 at is the height of this high growing tree 
Way the Bun it holds, as thinketh mee, 
Which giveth life, and nouriſhing but doubt 4 
every thing that ever grew thereont: 
„d als the rain it may not come it near, 2 
1 bich nouriſheth aiſo ſome time of the peur, 
iWeſe two wanting, there is no tre can tribe, 22 
De Burgelle ſaid, That ſhall wee mend ny by 
It the old clean, and quite dowa hy the rat, 
©: 3 ſuppsne wee ſhall get better fruit . 
IF this yoang tre,no2 of the old was bad. 

je Gardner did as his Maſter him bade, "A 

itted the old, and let the young ſtand Kü, 

hee obey'dhis Paſters minde and will. = _ 

ter Want time. as this w was den and pmg 5 


Both old and young 8 came eton 
Cahcrefdze. great harm and dule came to 
Foꝛ who was ſick of their health they ws 
Having recoucſe untothat noble tre: 
- Which to cut down it was a great vlith 
And when the pe2 perceiv'dit was cut d 
Whey curft and watyed with many malih 
Mhat any wiſe thereto gave their counſel} 
D; helpt thereto, they quite condemnd to 
Foz why? the po2 of all infirmities - ' 
Mere ay well cured of all maladies. - 
Quoth ſhe,Þy Loꝛd, nom have v under 
What J have ſaid;quoth hee, that J warral 
10 | Naoth the, the like cthoreaf I ſhall declare 
N The which pertainesto your uulonſte bein r 


The declaration of this tale told 
by the Empreſſe. —— 


19 1 ol tree is pour owne noble perfoun 
1 hat with counſell of your Lo2dsof rey 
The po and ſick do ay help and ſupplie 
„ Wy your Juſtice and great g obilitie. 
VW uöis roung plant is peur own untbziktie 
Vou to deſtroptee caſts him evermatre: 
ll By his cunninggrowing up gre by n. 
N As did the Impe behind the merkle tree: _ -: 
and faz to cauſe to cut the bzanches dolon, oy 
TY, 1 ho are pour Lo2ds next ta our owne vel 
17 bt bat hes ma ane b apon your ch 


is his minde that hee doth mon delfres⸗ 
s matter then what ſhall aftes fall, 
ik hall mourn. laren w de e. 
waris them that cutted down the tres, 
re that they wont to get help and — 7 
Wave counſell this young Amps ko2 to 
WP ic veftroy,02 it bure fruit oz flourich 
connlell is therefo:e the Jmpe cut town, 5 
ce vet your ſelt reignes in your his — 
 ſuffor not the poung Impe foꝛ to grow, 8 ; 
hee ſhall do-daply what ever her dow, 
to deſtroꝝ and vour bodis put down, 
d purchaſe not the maledidioun =, 
te pc; folk, to whom ye were Categarys | 
erefoze in haſte take your don fœꝛth i war arh ; 
d but delay on gallous cauſe him hing. 
e doing this, ves do like a wiſeing. 
zeEmperour ſaid Madame, ow by the red 
our counſell is both wyoleſome, wiſe and gau: 
hemozn hee cha l go to the death mot vilhe, - f 
belt hee bee mine only gotten child. 
The mozn thon came. hee called the Lo2ds all; -- 
ogether paſt unto his juſtice hall: 
heEmperour himlelf ſate in 1 
n pannell pat his Don tnconti 55 = 
Ind lo at ſhozt hee was condemnde to dead. No 
Lo be hanged on gallous but remead: =. 
Mich moztall ſound then paſſing — N 
bf Trumpet, balme, and als of 1 do * 8 „ 7 
Ao the A — hor 1 3 
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; . The ſeven Sages. Sai 
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@hould bee convoydwithſo great mente 
And as hes paſt down thꝛongh the great cif 


The peopie mournd, faping it was great 
Che only ſon of the Emperour to hang, 
Panr mourned, many their hands they . 
An meane feaſon as hee went thzough the 
Bis ſirſt Maſter Pantillas could him me&£; 

Theater ſaw hee was to gallons led; 

With ſpeed ot pures to the palace him (8d 

To wham the child ſo ſone as he him (ad! 
Do bon with his head then hee inclpnedlaw{ 
As hee wonld ſay, Mater, it vee bee kinde 
Now in my næd J-pzayof mee have minde 
Fo2 J am now without vee get merci. 
Condemned here on the gallous to bie. 
Yee may well know then hee no tarie mate 
But in all haſte unta the Palace rade: 
et not the lelle unto the Miniſ ters, 
19 "S : Pꝛoveſts ſergeants; aplers und officers 4 
ee made requeſt that they ſhould halte nothi 
Fos bee believ o to get grate from the k ing. 


Dos ſade hislike, hee chall not die this day,” 3 
Then were ther glad, to vou the ſuith to kay: 
Au in one volce the people bade him haſte, 
\ 1 Lo without vod hee rode as hee were chake 
At the Palace bee lightes off his hozſss, 


oh N 


1; Who ſhouts him dtsbthee tok but littte loch 
[_ Df theOmp:dur bel pe ges got pꝛeſenck , 
rubber gabe onkiie@great revirencey; 
As him etkeiru, tb whom the Smperonefaivy} 
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The ſeyen Sages.” 


lere not Jwill your reverente not degtade, 
e und the reſt right ſoꝛe ſyould puniſht bir, pa 
2 your reward ye ferve no moꝛe of mee. 
zeſatd PyLozd,and pleafe'yburnoble State . 
hen have I ſpent right ill my ſeven years Toon ate, 
aking labonrs on pour Don day and night,”. 
god doctrine him teaching as 1 might: 11 75 
t our labdurs at ail wee not retard, . 
it believe well to get better reward. Es 
eEmperour ſaid Thou lieſt Poctoz but dat 
[lt unto mee, then to the reſt about. 
ine only for! welt ſpeaking,whole and bre | 


; elyverd, Pow re: have bzonghthim here . 


ith no manners, but dopted, daft, and dune 
d maze attonr, to ſhew thee all and ſumme: . 5 


I jogh he be dumb, ſuch thing may come on chi t 


| q t by all this hee purpolde which was alt. 


Ot 


God his will; oz by god ozdinance. 


is 
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eowne Wadie sn maſferte to defozce; b 

d all her face with her rich oꝛnament 

great malite hee hath all reaven and reütk 
erefoꝛe this day hee ſill not faile to die, 


1 hafter him thou and ycompanie. 5 


Paſter lud, with words mile and ck, 
02 your fon pee ſay that cannot f peak, 

Loꝛd of ail that matter well hee knotwes, | 
ce ſhall know hee is nor dumb but caule. f 
aſt in God the ſuith vou foz to la, een 5 1 
ouſand him Gaithear f peak ona 1 3 ; #0 
cer wife mp Lozd;where 1 PE 


bo. 
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11" | Theſeven Sages. 

3 Where that bee would habe done fo her out 
On truthmy Lo2d, J ſhall pou ſhew but ws 
An companie with us this many re, 
As is well knowa continually bath bene? 4} 
duch thing of him was never heard noz ſs 
"Therefoze, godLo2d foz your great revere 
iy To ſuch wide ſawes give not toſconecredet 
Los it veu tauſe pour only Son to die, 
Fass the falſe words of your wives vanitie, 
On chance it ſhall fax wo;ſe tohappen vou, | 
Wo: toaRnight whereof J ſhall tell you, 

hat foz the wozvs of his vain wanton wil 
Canſde him bereave his gray hound of biel 
Which lav d his con from flanghter of the ſs 
Then laid the ning. Cell mee looꝛth that le 
/ Pantilias ſaid to him, Py Soveraigne, * 
Ze fo did. then were my tale invain. : 
i F02 ere my tale wereall complet but doubt 
4/121} Dk yourownſlen the life may bee put out: | 
10! Andthenmy talefo2 nothing it were told. 

ves it rour Grace of your great merciew 


Fi Retire your Don from the gallons againd, ; 
Then would J think my tale were not in vi 
T bereloꝛe il that your Grace pleaſeth to by 
Lee cauſe pour ſon while the mo2n to retit 
. That being done, when it is moꝛn you mi 


Do rour intent when it is fair light — 
(+. TheEmperour then ſhoꝛtix to conclude . 
—_- heavie minde this talk well underſt 
 cauſde the: child foz to hae cald againg, 


The d an 
till the moꝛn ia pzuva to temain. 


en this Dogour iight piealantiy bn 
tell this tau but wot any man. . 


MORALIT A'S. | 
an not ſay but nay of this Bur * 
or to a ſlay alway for arcedineſſe 1 
cut this tre, would bee of ſuch riches, 


7 for mee tinat hec proved fooliſnneſſe: 
a. als was not wyte leſſe, 
4 


tree and fruit hec wantedt 
"Wc Gardner not ſakleſſe, 
cut ſo ſoone hee granted. 


t vas ill done ſo ſoone to eut it down, 5 
zh ir abone conioyn, would not wel ſow n 
ith the young tree to bee at diviſion, | 


yfor mee ſurely it was no reaſon? 
ard once ſuch a leſſon, 


ter to ha /e in e | 
© only! bi d. p. ſſeſſion, 
n two in wood fceand, 


5 dog. I read indeed a collop ſta w, N 
ſling chrough. Tweed with ſpeed the ſhadow ſaw. 
a it was more larger, the flt ſn let faw, * 
jt was clear even there of fleſh and aw £5 
ey uſe in houſe arid haw, what ever dinner been; „ 
beef not from you draw while that yeeget ther r 3 - 


f this Burgeſſe that caſe had w netten: Fe 
chgreed ne fle doudtleſſe then had not beene? 
A noble tree ſo fret, ſo freſh and A 5 oY 5 85 


oone to bee ſhortly down cut ted ee 
eat coyetiſe Imeane, 


us was all theciuſe, 
bach be. ne read and ſcens 
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"The ſeven Sages, 


"Timorh, 6. 
cui. N radix omtium malorun | 


Hos 


A reproach or proces on 
tothe Empreſſe. : 


Ow thou thy tale haſt told with th fall 7 e rie h 11 

But not gotten thou would, light rt for all 9 
Had I thee in my grip non t hee ! foul bee wroken, _ A 
The heat into thy bips the ſaltſea will not ſloken: © 
Thon art a baird ! fall broken,a hideous hels bird. 
Lene thon bad not beten, copdemped devids bird, — 4 
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The tale of Pantilles the 
firſt Doctour. 2 


1 Df T noble fame afgreatt tedes and migyty 
9 198 tres Nurſes to folfer him ue gabe: 
R * be firſt, Nourſe foz to gibe him ſuck abt 
be next him Wach, and kerp bim clean at 
1 1 . 2 The third to bing him into ſleep and reiz 
. de nable * night foꝛ his Child thought ith | 
Tat q _ e Knight al ſo hee had a giyGrewhounk 1 
Pypat none moze ſwift did rum upon the 


The fon "NEW 15 
two the Koight loved above meaſure, 
*Wſeoftimes they did him great leslure. ; 
WGrewhound was ſo ſwift,and of luch pd. 
In be was loſdhis pꝛey hi caulde ay bled, e 
his ſame pꝛeꝝ bꝛought to his Loꝛd — 4 
was one cauſe hee loved him alone: — 
phen that this Knight went to battel, | ES 
if bis chance that time would not no VI 
his month his hozſe taile wonld not take, 
t his lags oftimes hee would it ſhake, . 
youl andcry,as hee would quite xun wind, - 
that ſigne the Knight well ne 1 avn l 
that time hee would further aꝛ no: 
doftimes let him to battell go: 
Jaulk alſo was ſo fiercein her "—"_ 5 
vikt in wing, and als ſo wonder wi 0 k, 3 
hee was ne ver caſt off to effay,, 
without fault ſhee bawken gy ber mov. N 
e were cauſes his Hound ad 3 het ares V; = 
uſe to mirth they raise tin 0 
this knight kuſt all his win ; 5 Le 
oe tunning, juſting and nnen 1 Ty £2 
n a dap hæ cauſed to p:oclame:” + Fa cs 2 
is Caſtle foz ſetting fe2th his Name, 15 919 = 9388 5 5 
d would came there totourney 07 fulting e > 0 
thing ofſpears,and als of hoſe: ranotrig; 5 
1 to b matcht theuidutot faite, ee 
was the cry and ſo to ſhoꝛt my txt. . 95 1 
Knight himfelk firſt entered in the deld Fl 105 
ſb: toznay with barurlte, bozſe,and il. = 8 
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The ſeven Sages. 


den alter bim paſt his fair Ladie genk 5 1 
i: , "With ber Ladies to ſæ ttetoznament: * © 


5 

A 

4% . 4 
o 

1 wy 


. de toznament fo: to behold and [72 — 
Locking the dez, leaving the child alone, 


| Teaſing ichie nozentrieſhobld bee none. 
due the koꝛney and juſting 


Theni in all haftet 134 thould return rij | or 


ent well the! bairnenot t to want . 
ane 


cope thelet tyze, Be reſt were cn away 
en no man knewlay lurking in the my 
reat ich xrpent, befozenoman'did tna, 
ben ches perceyd the haule ſo delolate. 


— — 


wings cher ru ed and rang hei 


| w | hit viv fi 
ant be Lans 


The ſeven Sages, 


that it was great marvell, 
of the two at that time ſhould pꝛeba 
zevoure,the other to vefend, 
woat length together did contend: 
x at length theſe two together fight, 
Hound all quite had loft hi might 
ly bee was wounded in blod, 
l about where that the cravlet@d 
lod berun, that marvell was to ee: 
rt theſe tino ſo bold bargane to bee. E 
rexhound then perceiving his owne bind, Ex 
heart wart ſo truell and r. FB» 
afellfairdupon the Derpe 
m betwixt anew barg 


* - * 
1 * 
— — —U— 


vit was all about bernn with bid? 
came, and fell * God his grace, 
he 1 * | be child 


peut hee hathoverchy 

of s Child from perrili in that! 

as done, down by the eravle i 
wounds lay dame this nab 

f ig ſoze,audſs ann bp tell 
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rd The Bren _ — | 
1 £ Wende this chitd-which in the "able TRY 4 
Mone inth 4 muſe but oily the ſame twap⸗ 
The Babel leping.and knew no kind ok ill 
be hound wearie, and faughten fw:thhis 
The ſerpent Haine, as I ſain you befoze, |} 
he Bable ſafe,and the Hound wounded | | 
And ſo anne after this toznament,, 
Eachman and woman fo their ludging w we 
.T To tell that day who wan the e 3 
= What erand now tony matter not lyes; ; 
Wit . Whergfozeagnow that thing J. will let bees f 
i And letus ſpeak of the Nourithes ther, 
e Who firſt came hojns, and entered in the hak 
1 So ſone as they the blod and<craple law, 
e  Wzinging their hands, and tyving down thi J 
n _ Crying alas, wo onus evermatre,. 
608. Dar oniy child, our babe, and foſter balrn 
nA auite de vourd with a dog, and wiefalen, 
a Alas foz wo, alas what ſhall wee do, 1} 
(8 '-- Gee know no place foz (uccour to run to. 1 
our Maſt er perchance us appꝛehend, 
A bereis no war from his hand us defend, 
Vat alwayes ſhallon us come ſüdden dead, 
ee know no way where wee may find rei 
ice lo is conie. let us in hafte al tze 
n To ſave our life but ſtay,away' to flees. 
even ſo ther did, but left the houſe 3 
But moze counſell, all thie away are gone, 
and had no wit noz wildome in their head, 
1 0 ba "Whether 1215 dane quick 9; deaßf . 
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The ſeven Sages: BS 5 
tt the cradle, and to Ertelde che cate, 
an away all thze crying alace: 
that they were paſſing fozth the fret; 
own Piltrelle they chanced fvz to mats. 
bet ladies coming fromthetournay: 
perceiving her Rurſes in the war, 
tſozemonrning, and ryving down herhaire, 
begun, tepleat of ſtyrt and care, 
ſhe inquirde at them, ow ſtarids the cace? 
anſwerdher a thouſand times alace, . - 
t ſhall wer ſay? toꝛ wozds to multiple, . 
eis no bute, all men the caſe may ta: . 
il, Madame, into a dags skin 
Lain pour ſon alone your ball within: 
s which dog my Lozd had moſt delite, 
now her hath of your ſon made you quite, 
ken vet whers that the cravle ſtod 
og flepes ſtill now bathed in his vas, 
vas the dog that my Loꝛd loved be 
vas no dog but with a devil pole: * 
foze,Ladje,fo2 us is no * agg 
ither lier, oz elle to hide the Wah, TT Fl 
fo;e,0Þ avame,of us pie babe m 
is the canſe that cauteth us to fia: 
te hearing,anonefelltothe gronyd, . -- 
jont moze [paceinto. adeadly ſounds... . 
at laſt Ladies cauſed het awake, | 
up ber head, while thee began to talk, 
laid,Alace, Py dear ſon art thou dain⸗ 
p thou never play ou web knee again: 


* 
* 
— 


The ſeven? ages, 
ball I neber with my papeſe the pia 
Alas hom ſoon art thou ſo went away: Y 1 
ball neber ther laughing on mer ter 
Alas, dow i is this yotonr chanced mee: 
* UWherein Ihad mineonly malt pleaſog ; 
Except my Loꝛd, both by kide, time and ? 
2s nom but vonbt with a dog clean deve 
And never again to the lite be reſtoꝛd. 
_ all A ſay? This is a carefull « cach a 
= only fon is dead and gone alate: 
Do the monirning in great dolour and tut 
Ede people about thatfeing did right o, 
irned right ſoze, and ot ber hav 1 
AJnluch olonr that Ladie foz to ſc. 
A the mean time the k nigbt from bis f 
. Retired home, and ſo ſaw by the wax 4 
ial. i = ,Yisown Ladielameniting in dolour, :4 1 
iS . Requirde the canſeofall her difpleaſour:4 
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| yLo2d;alace and evermare, ? 
5 0 4 can nat ſpettk foi great dolour and cars! 
3 48 hapnedus; a wonder cruell cat, 
— 7 5 : _ our ſon is flain fog evermnze glare, 
18 11.01 > With vi grappſonny whom that ſe welt] 
Dow all chat lobe on your fon hie hath pzy 
Hees hath hit a ee ee, 
Ne . Pour Nodreiſhes all — baway? 
And yet the place where 
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* mt ſeifunto the houre 4 die NN 
xt while J revenged bee. e 
ol bound, which hath my one ſon an, * 
ar bed ſhall never come again, 2 . 
heb bes dead, that cauſde my one ſon — | 
| — f9ns mends to mae 
eit it bee aſythment tomy hearf, 3 
p great wo it flockins in ſome -—*” PA 
foze,mpLo2d.if ve think it — 5 
out delay cauſe ſlay your Grewbonn fon. 
night hearing her ſozrowfnll tythance,. n 
ohis ſon had fallenſuchmiſchance; 
ward in haſte but bode hee made him —_— 
n the cloſſe when hee was lighted down, 
Prewhound heard hozſemen tntach cloice,” 
gl the reſt hee heard his Paſtors dolce, 25 
p hee roſe in the blond where her lag. 
g Pater the hie gate came his wagt. 
and fozefought,came fawning to bis tet * 8 
ewas want his Mater fo; to mat: e 
great ire, what is there moꝛe to ſays. 
bis ſharp \wozd he clove his head infway, 
hat only foz one woꝛd of his wife, 
s reward that ſaved his ſons lie- 1 
paſt theKnightbut bode intothe hat, 
ud d the qu dy pe ES 00 
fted up the cradle as it An 3 5 0 
iving then of: the werpent — e 
uin and tail that . bend: OATS OL 
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"The ſovent ages. 


And found his ſon withoutten want oz we 
Alas zhee ſatd, ſoꝛ my god gay Grewhoy 
That I have ſlain withoutten any cauſe, 
But only foz the void vain woꝛds and ſaw 
Df a woman, that bath talked in vain, 
Mherthꝛow J have but cauſe my:Grewhy 
_kabich I petceive hath ſaved my ſons tt 
From the@erpent,thzongh bis debate ant 
Mo to the houre that now J dꝛew a ſwozy 
Mo to the ear that heard my wives worn 
Mo to the hand that ſudden ſtroke that gi 
To my beſt hound, that my ſons life did + 
Which I lov'd beſt without any compu 
Except my wife, my only ſon and heire, 
Mlͤhich at this time hee ſaved from the de 
And foz reward now beer hath loſt his dent 
But doubt J would have given a thouſand 
'Df good money, ere J had ſlain my hound! 
But ſince ſo is, I ſ& is no remead. 
Prꝛ ſonis:ſafe,andmy god hound is dead; 
That fought foꝛ him, aud only ſav'dhis life 
And J him flew thzough one wozdofmy. , 
But this time fw2th here I ſolemn a vow: 
That ilk man ſhall give credence to and q 
Pere I fozſakealt Tozuvay and Juſting, 
Pere J foz(ake all halking and hunting: 
Bere I fozfakerynning with ſhield and i 
TIL © BereJ fo2ſake all fates of men of weir 


TT - 1n Ch:iftendome, but vet no manlineſle, 
:: "1 Here I fozlaks': all armour and barneſle; | 


I he ſeven fages, 
will paſſe now to the holy Lend, 5 
tht with Jews while J may ſttike aꝛ and: 
are Gods foes,and thereto end my lite, 
owed this knight foz one 15;00f bis wiſe, 
unto her gave ſuch haſtie credence, 55 
out a cauſe oꝛ yeterperiences N 
foze, my Loꝛzd, your god grace 3 reg . : 
of ſo ſcon credence to the deſire — 
ur Emp2eſſe,though ſhee bee diligent, 
ſt your ſon great leaũings to invent: 
ee map well by this ſame tale perceabe, 
the knight got that ſo ſean credence gave 
his wife,and unto her words —_— 
av d his ſon that ſame hound hath he flain. . 
ne. god 19 pleaſe your noble late. 0 
lb A Tans hg 2 21 der ce. in _ caſe 95 


—— coi babe re betäne ent t il, 8 0 5 et — 
mperour ſaid, that have done but fail: 7 
at god tale that pee have tols to mae, i 
this pay nip on her ſhall not diese. 
docour ſaid, ik that ye.vo luck thing, N 
 wiſely,and' like a noble King:- 5 

king pour Grace that oni ume lake, „„ 
ſons dead only pee ha be done to lake, * ee 
tokleaveat the god Emper our; 

s matrowes palt home with all piealure, 


* en. > — 
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TH tale tels us, Ki ld take tent. 
That. Nouriſheg \Montdnor bee negligent? 
. To keep their babies who can not keep their felt © 
From Gre warkr ad all ſuch like percell 

Thar my happen to any innocent, 


For into truth my ſelf this matter ſaw N 
In Edinburgh town weſt underneath the waus 
Therefore more ſure the matter ye ſhall troẽov , 
That an infant was ſwallewed with a Sow, = 
Tit: guts rave Foorthyb * lung liver, and = 9 9 
The mother left the young one on the flures A 
In blankets ſit, which Hild her own ſelf bure © 5 
Paſt her way foorrh; ;andereſhe came again 

The greedie. Sow had this young babic lain: 2 
This ”y ſelf 251 may lag! i 8 _ 1285 00 85 
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Hoy beende, 
And left her bahe in che eee | 
Ere thee returnd the houſe as ah — 
And the young babe devgurd 1 fo fo, 


| Many miſchiefs and OY teat affente 
Harh ofe eccurrd by nurſes negligence, i 
That their babies leaves in the houſe; alan, „ 

Which is the cauſe of man bairnes bane, 5 


As ĩs oft ſeen by good N 


1 key 

* «| 
. 

be +8. F, 


a" 
* 2 


„ — 
2 . 5 


1 of * 


Therefore mothers andnurſes I projelty>' Sc: 1h 
When chat you put your young babies to a. 4 
Leave not the houſe alone all deſolate: 
What may bechance oftimes right ſmall yee wate 
To cſhew danger do yee the likelyeſt . 


e eve ve N Sage — 5 5 5 0 
in this tale l finde another ching, . 
le Serpent hay in a hole lurking: 
g while + the houſe was at quiet, 
ervangs wprivily playes the Pyar, 
aking out,and ſmall good will 1 


e to Serpents right well 1 may comnpaire, 
heir maſters ay taking late and aires : 
vacon, malt, meal, both cloth and coals, 
ay out, and hiding into hoals, © 
are ſerpents to you I ſay but maire. 


this Knight which his good! hoand bach * 
vdhis ſon from all perrill and pain: 
perceive by good experience, 8 8 
t good to give haſtie credence, ot 
IVES wer sthat are both falſe and rain. TS, 


ill che zimerhey bad pere een, 5 

he wholc euſcand marter it ad been: -- 

rhey had known the ulret verltie; 55 

ad beenjhbothg dog co arecsalü de, t 
x Nurſe no vy can make clean. . 


aich rough the word of yain wicked witez 
oft is cauſe of meełell ſturt and ſirife, 

hi to do the ching hee did ſore: reWs 
ethe truth that rime hee cleatwntikiiew,- | 


milde him reste fun his goo bein rhe whe e 


hinſtantl ſorkanl all running of 7 irs 
rrinefſe,0d hon ſt fates of v ng oe 
ant acts of juſtin . 3 
a all ſuch game and hy 
n realm for erermtare forbear. 


married men, take here experience. 
Nike as perfrs intelligence, . 
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The ſeven Sages. 
From haſtie words of your wite till leſcheyz 5 
For they will ſay, and cauſe you rraiftly | row, 6 
Which is not worth a ſhell full of eredence. 2 5 7 


O vicked wight, thou does all chat thou carl, 

Wich falſe ingine ever to tempt the man: 

When moſt hee makes himſelf for to deſtroy, =. .; 
Then art thou glad, then mah thou micth and j Joy. P 


— * 12 


Wo with thy wit, chy bones] < may ſore ban. NM 


Waried woman thay! caſts tl fine inginez 
Thine own marrowever g Fr; zo pine. 
So thou obteine thy foul agd ae 
Not regarding no wayWiNe a honour, = 
Which thou not cares for an f dtrump ro ting, 


Cit creature, and alſo ſhameleſſe ſeeds ll 
En honeft turn I can not of thee read: «55.755 1 
Excepring one that bure the blesfull IG eg 
Which with his blond brought us all to great 2 7 
To pray to him doubcleſſte thou haſtagreat need. 


A laud and praifetò the Door, 
hat put off the firſt day by 2 
tale told rothe Emperoũr. 


1 1 Or Pantillas, with thy ſmeet ſuggiired, rongg 


tÞhich in great realms C. kingriks hat hb; 


dm at late to this good Emperour, 
bol ſweet ſentence thou haſt both. 2 ſaid and [ur 


And from all doubt and dan ger down ha#t dun 
The Emperaurs great and — ging: fiirce e 


. Wherethrongh thou haſt procured ſome: Pug j 


Hyto this childe on Callous ſpould been hung, 
Had e wot bien „ God: thanks thee good D 06 70 


The ſeven Cages. 1 
The ſecond tale of the Empreſſe. 
the Empꝛelle woꝛd paſt . 


hat the Nings ſon hav not tholed — 


en the that heard, bnt tarrie ſher foil 9 
fart andnoy into a deadly two on: 
reof wo2d came unto the Emperdur, 
his Ladichad tane tuch dif pleaſure: 
ſo azone faſt thither I 15 pe 
nd her right ſozemouM bot a . bed. 
e enguirde at her wiki 5 Käule, 
(aid, Pp Lozd,theu 
at earthly thame, delß 


ereof I can by 92 5 getr. en tt A 
pee pzomild this day 5 ele dbe ind. „ 


woalas, I doubt right wonder ſoꝛe, 
hall you chance as did an hird and boꝛe. 
Emperour ſaid; PadameJ e 
t tale to tell, fo it is my dere, oy \ 
hear it told by von the faith Iſay,' 


* A Hh « \ 
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tfoliows right mall effect 02 nane, 
ereto ſhould J another tell againe? - 
pbeit thereto that ye give great reve 


let it fo2th ver make right ſmallvotencer, 5 


not the leſle at this fling J will tell, 
v with a Boze andShopheard it befell, 


J Pon a time there was an Empetour, 0 ; 1 3 


of great —— puiſtance e . ; 
nd. 


3 — wy — — . . 7 1 N 
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| TheſevenS 
A fozreff fair bee had Sad. 5 be, 
— ga and trim with many cemely tra 
rein there was running a great wild 
Both day and night hee made therein repainy 
All kinde of folk that this boze might overty 
Elithont mercie bee did devoure and la, 
Do that none durſt out thꝛough the WL 
Fo2 doubt of death the way ſo perilous wasz} 
Whereof the King was heavie in his mind 
That his people was ſlain on ſuch tike kink | 
With adumbbeaft devoured to the dead, Y 
And by no way thereof could get 2 22 
In his impire a cry hee cauſde pꝛaclme 
On his behalf authozitie and name:: 
Who would dehate 02 boldly take 
With that bzimie boꝛe in battell toꝛ to 5 
And him vanquith by frengthof ſtalwert iy 
His one daughter hee oulsh ve to hismalh 
Atter his nents biene e were heir, 


sis chould he have whoever flewthe baix. 
bis was pzecſampetbzoughHis kinrik : 


Except an Yeard that inbimſelftok 580 


And none was found the derd wonld take ink 


2 4 this boze.quoth. þe,bzing to the des 
of only I bt ali my kin ao 
Should thzorigh this deed bzwk eber woplaly 


1 0 | " And evermojeineffimationbe, © fol ‚ 
0 bad bap tö cauſe tbis dumbe beaſt die: | l 


i Which J hail do, oz elſe to loſe my life, 


eee hallbeeatthe urlke:- 


— 


W Theſeven$S 


ſo hee tok his — e band, 
to the wod where hee the boꝛe ſan fand. 
nay perceive how ſon the boze him aw. 
hont delay toward the Herd did dzaws 
th ſuch a faird, and als a felloun fear. 
aue Herd durſt never come bin watt 5 
ape his life to ſc if bee had haps. - 
moꝛe debate up in a tri hes las. 
Fontinent when bee that hoze ſo ſaw, 
tre to bite beganz and als to gnaw: . 
that the Herd was ſoze feard in a park. 
it the tree crop he ſhould make turn down warfr 
pet the Herd bethought him on a wile, 3 
p that he ſhould this bold bzim — 4-6 
hane®d ſo that this tree was laden full — A 
noble fruit, which ar the Herd did pull 
hich he caſt-down ay to the boze to eat, 
hereof the boꝛe was glad that he got meat? 
dfild him ſo, that hee liſt well tofleep, - 
e herd that ſaw. and din the tre did eretpt 
that an arm hee hang into the tre, 
{th that other the bozerightquietly : . 
on the womb right ſoftly can — 
e boze „ well and ſaw... 
the tree rot the boze where that beelay, * 
ithhis bꝛaig knite his thꝛot cutted intway; - ir of 
en bꝛought his head unto theEmperoyt,.. .' - | 
ith all gladnefſe,trinmph,and great ones Fe, 0 
wlag, good Hir. and pleale yournoble grace, 
ur great wild bozo have ve him kild (9;ogh cal ei B 
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© The {evEtSages. © I] 

Not dovbfting bat your cry ve will fulfill, 

Bon cauſds pꝛoclame with vour counſell anh 

What e er he was that would kill your wild 

Bee would marrie pour daughter and your 
When all your court retuſde the ſame to do 
With a ſtout heart J ſet my minde thereto! 
And nowon cate this ſame man chant d am 
And J deſtre your Grate kulſll pour era 
The Emperour ſaid all that J cauſde pꝛocta 
Compleit J not it is to 0 oo 
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The ſeven Sages. * 

le pon flay either by day oz night: 

pour ſon doth by his ſcience and fight: 
it he max bznik both your imptreand crown, | 
caresnothing what come to your perſoun: | 
n ſo his Paffers with their falſe faignd ſawes - 

on ay gloſe,as all the woꝛld well knawes: 
refoze,my Loz2d,as you will have welfatr 1 

ember well on the @hepheard and Bair. 
n laid the king, God foꝛbid that io bee, 
it chant d the boze, that ſuch thing chante to mar 
not the lelle, Madame foz your god tale 
ſon the mo2n lhall bee hanged but fatle. - 
Loꝛd, ſaid ſhe,tf pe complect that thing, 
n (hall ve do like a wiſe noble Ring. 


MORALIT AS. 


1 } Ourage provokes hardineſſe, 
da Which two engenders ſtrong ts 
Ach chree adjoynd with happineſſe, 


Males a man debate his plead: 


t: ſo into this caſe this ſhe pheard did purchaſe, | 8 
fare maiden als ſweet as meed, 3 NY 
all her land, and gold ſo 00 granted him acht grace. — 


Mature good, and have ay good, 


For dchace makes See 
even which this ſhepkeard flood... x 
Either to do, or elſe to die: „ 
was fo ſtout and ſture, of his life took noche, e 
refore would thou eſtcemed bee, ſet all ot ona vencures,- 134 
| forts purchaſe honeſtic, e 


lignitie would thou thee drefle, , 
And conqueſſe thee honour, 
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Thou ſhould not lep intdlenefſe, = 
Nor take chy pleaſure? 


Ser all on ſix or ſeyen, and perchance caſt eleyen, 


With prayer ſo and gnod labour 


_  . Amanmayconqueſſeſitayen , 

gn PER a og theeof all rancour 5: 2.  _- 
___ 'Areproachto the Empreſſe. 

| 0 He cue edcompariſons of your wilde bair 
" "Will wil nd wariſons to you I declare, 
Of bell thox art.the ſuare, Plutos play fool in P4 
In hell then bold thee there, aud come not here agy 
Bit ſtill ay there remaing, to bee hung by the bal 
Into perpotuall pain, becauſe thou art ſo falſe. 


Toe moꝛrow came, and but moze aviſemel 
i — © The Emperour himſelf ſat in judgementy 
[8% Condemndhis ſonon gallous fo2 to die, 
(7107087 Without reſpec thatalkin men might ſeze 
Ves being led without the tr&@t and town. 
[10008 With great regrait and lamentatione 
{1018 Thenert aber came then the way reding, 
And ſaw the childe to the gallous ganging, 
Whereat hee was both ſad and ſozrowfow, 1 
But vet the childe to his M aſter did bow, 
Anclinde bis bead, as he would ſaid him to, 
Pater. make ſpæd, pte know what ts ado. 
be pattern pꝛicked ſo in that tour, 
i bile bee ligpted befoze the Emperour: 
eith reverence as well could him efeir, 
And at bis Grace right humbly could hee ſpel 
WE; © my god led, who gave vou this counſetl 


The feven Sages. - 


\outfen tauſe pour own ton — to quell, 
is pour wife that ſuchlike jars you do? 
hance yon ſhall upon wozſehap come to: 
chancd a knight $ thzow his wife fals ſawes 

W put to ſhame without quarrell and cauſe. 
s \faid the Ring, God maſter I requtre pon, 
mee that tale, and gladly I ſhall hear you- 
nd, bee ſaves, Will yee cauſe call again 

only ſon, who is toſuffer pain, 

U you tell my talefw2th to the end, 

ſothe king again foꝛ him did ſend: 

im in ward whers that hee was befozn, 

le that the tale was done,. and till the mozm 

he Paſter the ſecond tale began 
ee the Ring, and man noble man, 
e hall hear, therefoze gibe audience. 
moze delay, and to your reverence-- 


he tale of the ſecond Maſter. | 


4 e a citie there was an ancient knight, 
at had married a L adie fait and bzight, 
ee have one, my Lo2dto your pleaſour, 
buld her up in all eaſe and honour: 
d her fo well above all earthly thing. 
as ve do your Queen, my loveraign ning * 
o her lo, her could not eat noz bin x 
er pꝛeſen te ſo on her ay did think: 
als at night, when all folk to bed paſt, 
gates and doꝛes alſo hee locked faſt, _ 
1 derten under king fend ther hay, 


_ C-verith 


| The ſeven Sages. = 
Everilk night while mozn that it was dap 
And af ii moꝛn when her thought time ta 
Dpened the doꝛs himſelf as was the guiſs 
In that citie was a cuſtome and la 0 k 
Cr ped openlx, that ijk perſon might knak 5 
At a ſet houre a bell was tung at night. 
That all might hear, and underſtand fall; | 
And thereafter withoutten mozedelay 1 
Che watch was ſet to walk while it was l 0 
Then after that, if they couls any mit, 
Going alone, oz walking in the ſtreet, 
Don were they tane, and into pꝛiſon l, ; 
£148. Whileonthemozn that all men roſe from 
40008 Torr were all bound to a ſtock oz a tree, 4 
mm To cheir great ſhame, that all the town mi 
They after that, induring their lite cms, 
Ther were repute as guiltie ot a crime: 
And hol den koꝛth from all god 3 ö 
i This was the law that time ol this titie. 
T bis fozeſaid knight whereof I ſpake be fa 
Was grown in age. an ald man and an hot 
is ramping rate of youth he had complet 
nd had ſlaokned of bed ſolace the lwt: 
Powbeit he lov'd his Ladie well enough, 
Pet as y& know moze graith pertaines thi 
And ſher perceiv d of ſuch craft bee did fail 
IE: She tc in handanother to aſſatls . : 
130%; Andſothe did a man of tender age, 4 
4; 1 1 bour fo; to ae 3 


1 8 $ 5 * 2 


y'nis 4 ry pt later, 5 
ghead the kep ſhee flole amar, 
younglavs thee went where that be lay 
dee bid as aft as ever ſhee lift, 
bath the kepes that her bosbandnet wic: 
hen ſhee cams from her trrſt and her main, 
lin the keyes under his bean again. 
feltupan's winter night, ci: 
ng tame upon this eldzenMduight; - 
"he not flap, vet⸗wab ing as bee lay. 
cd abont and miſttzis wife away: '; 
her name bY c8rKeofier.nd3 thaile, 
ſwered not, thedſhee becouth ts . 
t allthe houſe by na wiſe cauld ber ON 
ift.not well if her was ant o in, 
Mit bis ved⸗ head hohere that the hepes lar, 
t would ver mo2e? they are plltage awar, 
0 the gates, all open them hee fand. 
102e:adbife hee cloſed tdem fra hand. 
vindaw that opened ta the gate. 
of the wight thereſat hee alghe wait: 24 — 
Nn unn Rin nd the third Tock: crab: 2 f 
ing her dome, his omn wife wen hee law, „ 
found the deo28 upon her locked faſt, 1 
lay weli wit that hee: was then agafts - 
rthtiuſte becanſe the gates weretocked, . 
Ie win in peſitely thereat hee knocked, - 
n laid the knight; O thou woman ü 
xs thou hongur on ſtreet now to b (een? - 
cked nd e eee wi , 5) 
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The ſeven Sages. 


by haſt thou now deceived thineowni 

Df whom thon knew all whole thou ha 
Ok thy bawdzie now am J well expert Wt 
Fo: this is not the firſt time thou haſt i ) 
Such harlstriethon ſhaltrew by yon m h I 
While the watch come, there ſhall yon iii 
And as law will thereafter thole the paiy 
Then laid the wile, Oy Loꝛd, why ſay ys 
Where J was now there was witneſte l 
My mothers matde ſhe came and fetchen] ' 
Who lyes right ſick, and is in point to du 
And then becauſe Jſaw von welt in ret, . 
To awake vou J thought it not the beſtt! * 
That caulde me ſteal from von the keyei a 
I thought pittie to awake youas ye lap. J 
Foz why? ve know ye are fœble and old, 0 
To awake you off your ftr ſt ſleep vou won x 
Been ſick the mozn,and wonder ill diſpoſh Y 
Therefoze craib not that your gates were 
Andmy mother ſhe is ſo wonder ſick, 

A woꝛd to me the ſcarcely had to tea! 
Anopnted elſe, and made her latter will, 
And now my ſelf bath haſted me you till. 
Therefoze, god Lo2d.J pzay you beartfull 
Take no ſuſpect, noꝛ think no fault in me 
Fo: 4 had never ſuch thing in my thought 
inte the firſt time to your bed J was bz! 

| Nog never had ſuch thing into mine hearty 
 Noz never ſhall while death us two "pl 
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The leven Sages. - 
the town watch here ſtanding minealane. 
ow the houre appꝛoacheth wonder ner 
the watch riſe,and they will finde me har, 
his to mee an everlaſting chame, 


Wis to von it is a great defam. 
A guiltie, oz yet committed crime, 
"Wald youchſafe ve hold me out this time. 
aid the knight, Donbtleſe you come not in, 
o pzayerof you, nos all your kin. | 
e that the watch betake von in the ſnare, 
"M1 where ve were to them ver mult declare. 
"M1 the wife ſaid, Py Lo2d, if ſo pee do. 
Ireat defame of us both it comes to, 
"Yall our kin, allya,andour friends, 
"Hall other that either us pertaines, * 
I be here now with the town⸗watch found, 
d rather give an hundzed thouſand pound. 
ch hee ill wife, and woman farvefamb, _ 
Na phatt ſo done, that thy ſelf thou halt ſhamd, 
better were foz thy fault puniſht bee, 


ere tholeſhame, that all manktndmay ſ&, 
Fn fo; to thole punithment after dead 
Turning heli, where there is no remead. 
nſaid the wife, My Lozd.J you require 
dis one point to fulfillmy deſire. 
v fo2 his ſake that died on the tre 
ple not ſuch ſhame ſoſakeleCe come on mee. 
Wk inght anſwered to his wife again, 
Woicked wife, thy woꝛds are all in vain; 
Neu comes in unt ill the . knaw, 
| — 


The ſeven Sages, 


Andbee punicht after the courſe of law. 

| ThenFaid the wife, I perceive this isdo , 
All foz envie,and ve are impoztune. 
Then ſince ſo is. ver are impatient, 
A will vou ſhew in few wozds mine intel i 
Pr Lo2d,ve knoſn at this gate ffanvs a N 
Wherein but dpubt now I all down my] 
Rather then 1 0 N my kin be ſham bes, 


* 1 


Bhight,w 60 that ii 
Long tome belt ' law von with my epi 
o as theſe ta ag ther were at talk, 
be moon wa 67 3 5 o, Was under! 
Then laid the. vif yet IL ou 
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The ſeven Sages, 


almes, foz my well and ſonls heal, 

J refer to pour own wit and will, 

it ever ve pleaſe, the ſame koꝛ to fulfill. 
veil J know pee will do but the right, 
no moꝛe, my ſweet husband good night. 
that laid, in her armes could ſhee take 
kle lone, and in the Well did ſwake. 
being done, ſhe came right.pzivily 
be gate cherk, aud ſto eight auietty, 
Knight hearing the fone fall in the Well, 
bed well it was the Ladie fell! 
aid, Alas, my wife is dꝛolond but daubte 
a fray the knight came ruſhing aut: 
0 the (Well he ſped him but moze bai. 
ife that ſaw, in it the gate ih Raid. 


Feld the gate right wonder ſuceandfa(t;, „ 


he window in hace the could her calf. 
e mean time the knight tad-at the l, 


lag right foze,andlaying to him leli, 


othe houre that ever J was bonn, 
obing wife alace is now fozloan. - SO 
tothe houre that ever J cloſde my gate, 
to the houre in my windom J late, 
be my wike, which Aknow was ſakeleſſe, 
I the wyte dow of her death doubtleſte. ; 
z8las, now is there no remgad, . 
ugh wilfulneſſe of us both thee i is dead, 
die heard in window where ſhe lag. 
tothe knight with ſtursie words could ſay, - 
old m ſhould bee cald a knight, 


— . or 


I) he ſeven Sages.  B 
What do ye here ſtonding this time of ni rj 
Put of your bed waking lo wonder late, 
Writing your wheozes and har lots on they 
Might it not ſerve my bodie at your will? 
But ye will paſſe your old whozedome untf 
This is nightly poy uſe this ſame paſſage, | 
Ver ſhall repent right ſoꝛe youc old folage. 
The knight hearing the volte of his own 1 
Yee was right glad that ſhe was yet on lit 
Daying,Ladte, well is me ebermoze * 
Loving to God that J may hear vou there; . 
Fo2 I bel d d ye had been ine Mell. 
Quoth ſhe, Old fol, hep out of it thy ſell: 
Thou ſerves better fo2 to have punichment 
Foz thy bawd2ie,no2 holy wayes to went. 


Nuoty he, Ladie. vet It ſuch language ba 


What is the cauſe pee (ay ſuch things to mi 
hen J locked the gate, pee ſhall mee trowſ 
I did nothing but to have chaſtned you; 
Fo2ta no wiſe J never didintend 
Pou ts diſpleaſe, oz any way offend. 
Foz when J heard the noiſe into the Mell, 
Unto mine heark there ſtrake a län 
And in all haſte yon ſaw as J came down, ; 
Pou to p2eſerve,that no wiſe pou ſhould oy 
Old dozened Carle, quoth the, IJ bear the : 
Thou was ober peart to judge ſuch thing 
Wut A perceive this pzoverb is right true 
Lhe unjuſt oft the innocent doth purſue: q | 
Thvu lieſt fo mer and halt done many tic | 


The ſeven Sages, 


& > then nilt when thou con-mittes the crime, 


hou duc now, that never ts the fatlde, 
thy great flight as naw J have allailde: 


| have the tane info the ſicker ſnare, 


refoze but doubt foz me thou ſhalt ſtand there. 
Lie watches come, and with them to bee ſeen, 


mes bygone an old fol thon haſt ben, 


me lightlied,thine own wife and deſpiſed, 


Mothy who2es went oftimes dilaguiſed: 
Sever haſt done ſince the firſt time IJ the kend , 
'Kylifetime in lownrie thou haſt (pend: 


1 
4 


i 
. 


8 . 


| thereafter to bide the Croke of law. 


God will not let ſuch unpuniſht bee, 
"Wany faults thou haſt done oft to mee: 


« is juſt, and will have ſuch things ſhown, 
I (hall make it to the people known: 
efoze ſtand ſtill, thou comes not in but doubt ; 
Wc the watches, and all neighbours about 
kt one thou art they may perfealy knaw, 


laid the knight, Ladie, A have marvell, 


Phat effect ſhould vou ſuch to mee tell 


i 


2 * 
1 


now right well that J am old and hair, 
in this town J have ben ebermair: 


well 4 know where my name was pꝛoclaimd, , 


U this houre f62 no cauſe was defamd- 
efozemy Ladie,foz the good £02ds name, 


ene come in and let mee not take ſhame. 


9 it is to thole here patiently, 


aid, Old fool, thou ſpendsthy time in vain, 
ſhalt thou . — ok law the pain. 
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156 1 he ſeven Sages. . 0 
is Then evermoze in hell condemned bee. "4 . 
salomon ſaith thꝛæ things that Gd a 

A pz pꝛoud man above hisown + "008 27 6 
Then a rich man in conſuetude to die, 
And an old mana fond fol fo2.to be:: . 4 
And ſo but voubt pe bak theſe — * 
What ned had pee to lie (9 far on mee. 
As foz riches pe habe enough at wil, 
Why ſhould y& then pour ſpæch with falſeth 
As foꝛ a fol, pee are one wonder cout, 
Af oz as ve know the flouteof all mp routh 
At your pleaſure ve have hade ver mar. 
Pet to bawd:te v habe gone late and air. 
Therefoze God hath done wonder well pont 
Though ye contrare both his command _ 
Bath perſeber'd ſtill in pour harlotrie, 
Pet he will nottherefoze ye per ich d ber ” 
But lent yon grace pour fins here to repent, ? 
wherefo:e ye mult bidethelaw and judgen 
Then laid the knight, My Ladie beſt belov's, 
Yowbett God bee contrarea ſinner moved: 
Pet not the leſle as all ſinners ſhould krow, 
God ok his grace is tous mercifolvw. 
What time wee will fozbear, and als repent, 
Then God foꝛ gives our fins incontinent. 
Therefoꝛze Ladie ſince ſuch grace God us lil 
Now let me in, and J hall make a mends. 
ben laid the wife with voice ſtout and aut 
aii Hence the harlot. where devil get wer this 
9 . 8 1 — what thou pleal e, but truely thou thal 
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ö The ſeven Sages. | 
iu comes not in, that here I make a vom 
as that they ſpeak theſe wozvs them amang. 
e mean time the Watches bell they rang _ 
bn ſaid the knight God wife, let ly ſycy things 
ir ye nol now how that the watcy belt rings? 
ker mee not fo2 ever to take hams, 
ich is foꝛſcoth degrading ol my name. 
th che, ve know not what von ringing meanes? 
he welfare of your ſoul it perfatngs. 
Wrefoze ve muſt take all fo2th patiently, 
rour pennance you mul thole openle. 
eipaller but doubt vis have long ben 
Pod and mer as ſhall be beard and ſeen. 
Whe mean time theſe twoſgme as they talked, -- 
thzogh the ſtreet the watches came that waked 
Me intohands they tok this noble Knight, 
Wh great marvell, how he into the night. 
In the ſtreet durſt foozth of lodging be, - 
y (aid to him, Jt was no nights daetie, 
Wſidering well the doubt of law he kend, 
Ws overbold the contrareto pzetend. - 
hearing this, with a loude voice thx crpde, 
Wy good friends, the truth now have pe ſpied 
bat trouczour,and als a doted fol, 
Wt his foul luſt on no wiſe he could col: 
upon whoꝛes fo2th paſſing in the night, 
ple ve ik ſuch pertataes to an old knight, 
emp tody at pleaſure had all time, 
Wlidernow if he committed crime: IIe 
WV uhoꝛs all night, and coming in at mon, 
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The ſeyen Sages. + 
Wut of tuch faaue A habt him olt kozbozu, 4 
Belle bing ay ſuch things he ſhould have r 4 
But yee may ſee if now hie bath offended; 
Eherefoze if pc of fuch men gabe cozregion, 
Tonfoꝛm tolaw pe& puniſh Lis perſon, 
Chat (ſuch old devils as hi ſo yk hath ben 
Map take example of him befoze their cen: 
Foz he tome hath ben a great traitour, 
A know ſuch ene pet never made nature, 
Then the watches tokHhim incontinent K 
To bp pꝛiſon, with him in haſte they went, 
WMbile dap waslight, and after the ſun roſe, 
With him the watch unto the Pꝛoveſt goes, 
fg hewing to him the faſhion to the end, | 
077k. Pow in the night they vid him appzehend- | 
And hob to them bis wife ſuch plaints had mi 
Jncontinent the Y2oveſt but moze bade 
To a piilar ſtod in midſt of the ſtræt 2 
Cauld ſet him up, kaſt bound bot) hands and ig 
That all people within that great citie q 
Lo his great ſhame might him behold and let 
And lo this Knight but any fault dekamd 
Was by bis wife ſo ſakelefſe ever ſhamed. 
The Docour then laid humbly to theing, ' 
And pleaſe your Grace pe have underfſtandll 
What I haveſlaid:?The Emperour ſaid,righl 
Pour ſermon hath ſentence, ſo have J fel. 
ii The Paſter ſaid, It hall wo:ſe happen pou 
4 [11 . Noz chancdthis knight, ko; truth this hal eg | 
| * If chat be do {02 the woꝛds of your wife, 


' 


—_ MM. 


+ ; 
; 


= Tien. __—_- 
down your fon, and reave fcom him his life. 
emperour (atv, That wife was far to blame, 
We her husband put to ſuch open name:: 
vs (akeleſſe,the foul ill her betide, 
was the wozlt that yet did gang oꝛ ride: 

eoꝛ the tale that thou haft told to me, 
dap but doubt my ſon hee ſhall not die. 
Pater ſaio, M Lozd, ye doing to, 

Wehin few dayes both pleaſure and great js | 
our own ſon vou ſhall have ſtr, but faile. 
this Paſter when her had paſt his tale | 
'Wnked the king of his benevolence; -- Bl 
ton his leave, and home⸗ward is gone hence: 


MORALIT As. 9 


LL cunning Clarkes that could in ſtories write, 
By all their craft could never yet indite 
great miſckief by women done to men, 
Fnitourie, diſpleaſure and deſpite, 
eſhugzter, the great ſorrow and ſite 
eng to write it tyrde their pith and pen; 
Wy vere ſo huge, and ugly as yee bens 
teinth thereof they couldget never ended, 
auſe to men ſo oft they have offended. 
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chem what ayes the great Philoſopher 
orle, and als chat digne doctour 
and Salomon ſaid ſome part, 
al his wir, great riches, and hoaour, 
y cauſed him bee a great idolatour: 
from great God cauſd him turn all his heart? 


euiſe Vigil chat was fo well expert, 


: 
es 
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- ©.  TheſeyenSageX::: i 
Intill acecili chen hangd him over ghe mi; , j 
To ws great ame thax all che people ſav. 


Ariſtolle which was the 4 per. ſe 

Or naturall wit, and great Philoſophie: 

They bridled him as hee had been a horſe, 

Sampſon deteined by great ſubtiltie. 

What got Pavid for all his propheſie, 

Now yee may fee neither wiſdome nor force 

Cannot eſiſt the curſtneſſe of their eorſe, 

Enough thereof who likes to read Gule r, 
And what ho wants now ſomè thing ſapes chaucer. 


F 


Therefore, I ſay, I think it no mu vell, 

This gentle knight whereof our tale wee tell: 
Confidering hee was ſo old and hair, 
VDeceived was by this hogh-lop of hell, 
Wich ſo great ſlight keſt the ſtone in che Well. 


Alace, alace, and wo for evermare ̃ 
hee ſhould eſcapę, if that l had been there, 4 
Io helpedher, chat fierie brand ſo fell, 
Her to have drownd mine hands they ſhould nor ſpare, - 
Shee making taulr,and hee alwayes fauſtleſſe 
Shee at her game, and he alwayes guilrlefles  - 
She being falſe, and hee ſo traiſt and rrew, 
TR." Nee being firm, and ſhee alwaycs faithleſſe 
ie Did him accuſe of chat each deed doubtleſſe, 
eee  Wherein her ſelf was guiltie well ſhee knew, 
For all his ſpeach nothing would on him re: 
Ey, y, falſe fiends, and furious hell furnace, 
In bitter gale xurnes all your game and glew. 


Nou ſirs, perceive her flight and ſubtiltie, 

8 þ When hee ſleeped ſhee ſtole away the key, 

Were ſhee, pleaſed paſt foor th to her pleaſure, 
n When ſhee came home ſo loud as ſhee could lic, 
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The ſeven Sagest . EY 
z her mother was In point to die, 

\ many words diffembled under colour, 

ed with falſcr lurking for dif pleaſures” - 
then at ſhort how Thee made her reſtamerit e e- 
rcy,God, he xe is a fue intent. 5 T7 5 


ubrile ſchrew,and very Pathats fred, 

of the devil, care neither croſe nor bd: 

rot truth, with tongue intoxicate, 

-bubes bairnes,ififernall burning g lecd, | 

fained fare, thy feirs, well canſt thou feed: 
flattering Words falf14 ati with deceit, 
dwichitatmgs, Eawae gocsby your gate; 
df the fiend, in vengeante hee avauunt you, 

of bail the devil ce. dow nat daunt you. 


maried meny in tie Keep well your keyes, 
may yer kon m_ womens properties, 
mercy; eee 8 bad deedt icy will Sant: 
deſire ot them A pplies, * 
ſhal: they wake Yb 0 a confine” 
WP obey are evernivre eta, NA | 
hey would have that thing they will not want: 
| they ſervegive. i we rhe ſpenyieHlies,, 
pay terve welk for fhett an unfonffe fart · 


dt mercuſe this dhuble devils line 
ſalſe trick ſo trimly plaide to him: kg 
n the fault, and hee foi A 
erbirch,bokd burning bair ſobiim, VVV 
an chtiſcle nceto Heaven will cauſe! rec clims WEE 
n t9hell everbee p permanent, * 0 
oes palace there to bee preſidem; 
that grace le ſſe gariſon (© £1 im, 


pittie were chou ſhould bee there abſent. 


y* thou canſt lo well A leafing cletk, 
db hd de down, y co thine oun elfcc, 


=. 


The ſeven Sages. 
Though of thy tale a word bee never true, 
Leaſings to rain thou takes but little reck, 
And the blameleſſe ay to pur in the bleck, 
And make fine black of it was never blew, 
Ofa true tale thou canſt well change the hew. 
Therefore I pray the devil to break thy neck, 
Or ina ſeck to bee drowned, ade w. 1 


A loving to the ſecond Doctout, 
Id thank thee Doctor for thy dayes wark.,. 
J Thou haſt thee ſhown a loving cunning Cl 
The innocent hath ſucconred through thy tale p | 
Let the Empreſſe now bluſter, bleat and ba £61 
For at this time ſhee is put by her marky | *i1 
Truſting in God that (kee ſhall not prevaile, 
But yet I know again (pee ſhall aſſaile 1 
The Emperonr mach ſome toric ſo flark, © 
But ber vain words ſhall nothing her anaile, 


Ihethird tale of the Empreſſe. 


Ye Empꝛeſſe heard how all the math} 

And how the chiide was not pet pur te 

Foz very ſturt ia her minde was right waz 

At was moſt like her heart to burſt in tw 
Co her chamber then ſhe paſt ſan with 

And there began toſkart and rive ber ſkin 

And cride aloude that ever J was bon, 
„ Info my cud would J had ben foziozu: 

A dains chile untoſogreata king, WP 
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chould thole and [ uffer buck: a thing; 5 : 


on devil, and a rank cenigald, 


defozce ſo openly he wald Ty 
great ſhame, and wozlely viſhonour, 5 


Ig "Quan unto the Emperdur: 


n hereof get no mends noꝛ remead, 

to God if J wert fairly dead. 
was ſhown unto the Emperour, 

his Lavie was in ſuch diſplealure, 


l haſle to her chamber hee went, 


id, Ladie, J pꝛaꝝ pou not lament - 
pardly,foz it becomes you nnght..- 9 8 
of lo far neither in minde no; thought. 
id, By Lozd, the love J ow to vou, 
me moꝛe ſturt, in heart moze (ozrowfow. 


: diſpleaſure of yon dumb devils dead, 


fo;e god Kozd, ſo great God mot mit (peed, 
ward love that J unto you bear 
eth me remain Kill with youheres © 
e bad tomy father departed, 
 countrie, where J am not ſo hearfed- 
ur behove;and pleaſure night and day, 
Is the cauſe A will not palle my ways: 
3 did, then a cauſe it ſhould bee 5 
eat dilcozd, and als enimitie 
en my father, and vou foz evermoze, 
is the cauſe, A will not paſſe therefoze: 


dell J know her would revenge my n : F | 4 j 


o conqueſe put all this realm in — 
ny father der a6: a pujllant PHAGE, 


** „ * 
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7 o p a 


Df toidiehtctdedmidergrend ron 

Knew hee truely of my great — 

A know hee would intreaſe is in rantdi 

That this countrie fo that ſhould meg 

Chat is the caaſe from him F mee ablen 

Fo2 vour pleaſurepand pet ve will not i 

That J will de luch pleaſare unto vou.“ 

The Emperoat lad, Madame, be well 

Let ſuch malice remove out of pour mind 4 

Foz ſo long time as God will lend mes 

I think never to fail to pou my wife. 1 
"Dy Loꝛd laid ſhee, 1 pꝛay God pee live li 
VBolwbeit that J vo live in thꝛeep and thi 
But J dzeav ſoze, and heavily I fear, ſe; 
bat it chance pou that chancd this hind; 
To a great knight, and to his for alone, c 

_ Mexithe'time that his father was gone | 

Though ſudden chanoe departed to 19008 
x Pet his dwn ſon wound not burie his hoſe! 

Tbe Emperour tatd, That was afello 
. The ſon wonld not burie his katherb hei | 
That ekampie J pjay vou to mee ſhow: u 
Shee ſaid;PyxLo2d,will pee take heb at 

It ſhail you do great good I take on bart 

Quoth hee, Bhew fw2zth,and let mee um 

So ſhee began with all expedition. 

As theo belt could to lap (2th ber form 


7 G this citie that now is called Kong 
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edwelt a knight, the ſooth von foꝛ to las, 
but one ſon, and bee bad vanghterstway., . 
knight was given to bauking and hunting, 
it toꝛnament, and to lwift hoꝛſe running, 
t errinelle, and all kinde of pleaſure, 5 
might hold up, and ſet fo2th his hondur: 
er year ſo great riches hee ſpent, _ 
ch thꝛile overcame his rentall and his rent, 
rewith then grew to him skant of riches, 
japly chear and expenſe did decrkaſe. 
We mean time there was an Emperour 
ian, a man of great honour. 
Web in riches ſo highly did abound,, — 
bis compare was not upon the ground: 
in ſo much hee had in his treaſure 
old and il ver the which fild atowzes 
ch goldand towze though hee had it at large, 
Steat knight tokeephegavein charge. 
eber knight whom of wee ſpake of a ir. 
had ſpended his rent and e —— 
le games, as hunting and baubin gg. 
litting up, Arad out of time pending. 
uch pyzteth he grew and great thirlage, 
de behov'y to ell his heritage, . ||; 
ud to him his ſon which was his aire/ 
Ul the caſe to him hee could declaire. 
isthe cauſe hut doubt, my ſon, ſaid hee 
cempeldſo with great povertie, 
Jon kote arſ rced mult ſell my land, 65 
xe.remead come at ſome other hand. iii 
— — — WyHere- . "108K! 
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The ſeven Sages, 


 Wherethzongh I may induring my life 
Live honeſtlp, this to his ſon bee ſayes; -* L 
Foz if A chance to ſell mine 1 


That von on nerd availie muſt your urlangy, 
At your pleaſure thereof à am content, 
Do as ve pleaſe, fo2 thereto J conſent. 1 
The father ſaid, Now have J tane in though wt 
A good conceat, and tell it will I nought, | 
ut uato the: J know the Emperour 1 
gold and rent he bath fu:fild a towze. K 
Let us two paſſe with inſtruments by nigh 
And bzeak the towze with ſubtiltie and dig 
Wee ſhall obtain riches abundantly, * .., 
Shall us hold up ever ia honeftie. 5 
Then laid the ſon, (tho2tly to make an. end; 
Thereis not one that counſell tan amen 
It is better take from the Emperour 
Part of his gold, his ſilver, and treaſure; * 
Then foz to ſell your land andheritage,. 
Wherth2ough your bairnes ſhall live P 
90 in one vatce theſe two did tonviltend 40 
To bꝛeak this towꝛe but tarrie they inte 
Do on a nigyt with inſtruments they paſt, 
And thzouyh the towze an hole they got at 
Man to the gold at larges where it lap, 
Furnilht their lacks, and unleried came 
Poet all his debt. and ad das merrtlie 
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The ſeven Saves. 


hauking, hunting, and in ſtoꝛnament, 

pile af the laſt the gold was gone and pent. 
Ive mean time the keeper of the towze, 
Wo hav in charge ail the gold andtreaſure, 

WW ccivd the hole, and the gold fol away, 
uas loꝛie, and knew not what toſay, 

o all halte patt to the Emperdur, 
cheu how thieves had ſtoln his freaſures : 
Wc Cniperour laid in pe all angerly, | 
at is the cauſe thou ſhowes luch things to me? 
P ihee 3 gave (as to a true ſervand) ts 
Fold to keep,andthat thou to in hand. 
the again J ask it to reſtoze, 2 

it becomes thou ſhalt thole pains therefo2e. 
Nen that this knight the Emperour ſo heatd lap, 
laid no moze,but humbly went his way, 
o ſaw there was romatter to debate, 
"MW uibethought himſelf ofa conceat, . . © 
\Miking right well that they would tome again 
lan moze gold, to take them with a train: 
0ze the yolea tun hæ cauſde pzepare, - | 
ngied With pick,birdlime,and ſuch like ware, 


thick and truch, that who therein tome would, 
trare their will there ſtill it would them hold: 


d none might come into that hole again, 
t he muſt needes fail in the ſamine train. 
tlong «ſter,as J be foze have (aid; 

is other knight when her che gold U pent had, 
and his ſon again went to the towze, 

piteal moze goldthentrom the Gmperour: 
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The leven Sages, 
So the father firſt inthe hole hee went, 

And in the tun he fell intontinent 1 
Anto the neck, and there Rack as a ſkone, 
Conſidered well that his foꝛtune was gong 
Daid to his ſon, Come thou fozward no wa 
Foz at this time J am tane foz the pzep. 
Come thou fozward, thou ſhalt not fail to 
And noneof us another may ſupplie. 


Then taid the ſon, if yes may not eſcape, 3 
Then are we both but doubt tane in the ra 


God us defend,father,that ſo not bee, 4 
But at this time ve get ſome help of mee. 


And it I may not help you now my ſell, + 
 InbalſeJ willboth help andſeek counſell,! 


Che kather (aid, I tæ is no remead, 


But with thy \wozd thou mult ftrikeoff my 
And when they findemy dead bodie headleſif 
Then ſhall ye allof this ſhame be lakeleſli, pet 


Do none ſhallknow what perſon did this dd 
Noz in whole bꝛeſt thoſe bargains did imb 
Chen ſaid the ſon, Now father by the rod 
Pour counſell is both honeſt juſt and god v1 
Fo; if ſa chancd in this caſe v were know 
Alſo our ſhame to all men ſhould bee ſhown! 
Do ſhould we not eſcape the cruell dead, 
Do I think beſt that J ſmite off pour dead. 


And even with that as he had ſaid the wozdj 
Out of the ſheath anone hee vzew his wo 5 


Til * Bis kathers head hee hint off haſtilp. q 


and in a gutter he keſt it ner by. 
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| The ſeven Sages, — 
n this was done, then paſt her home his way 
sown houſe, unto his ſiſterst wap, 
p them the caſe,and all the matter batl, 
ſoꝛe did wep p2ivily and bewail. 
after this the keper of the toure, 
hadin charge the gold and the freaſare, 
re the hole was within the tun he fand 
leſſe cops unfo the neck ſtandand⸗ 
reol her had both marvell and dzeadonr, 
ite her paſt, and told the Emperour: 
tinent thꝛongh all the town then pead 
there was found a bodie but a head 
the tun, the which the knight did ſet, 
© ole the gold to take him in the net. 
to this knight the Emperour ſatd but fall, 
the dead coꝛps, and knit to a hozſe tail, 
zawit thzough the treetes of the citie, 
Wercetve well where any murmure bee, 
ozrobo ſturt, weeping,o2murning, 
may ye well perceive where that ſuch thing 
W(tained, where any perſon mournes, 
are guilty and know of ſuchltke turnes, 
f that houſe is pꝛincipall but doubt, 
ole thego'd,therefoze ſeek well about: 
ch ve finde,takethem and all their fellows, 
youl mercie cauſe hang them on the gallous. 
officers without delay they went, oh 
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completed the Empzours commandment. '/ 
ntde daughters the dead cozſe (aw come by, | 
award wo they gave an biveons cry, 


The ſeven Sages. ' - 
Foz kindly love, and fatherlp pitie, - - - - 
To ſc that cozps ſo dꝛawn th;6agh the citie) 
When their bzother, the ſon of that dead knig 
Heard them ſo mourn, bethought him of af 
Mherefoze the cozps thꝛough the citie was zz 
To the people the cauſe was right well anal 
And wiſt no wap foz to eſchew the caſe, 
Bo her himſelfſoze wounded in the face, 10 
Wye that the bloud abundantly came out, 
That the ſiſters of his life had great doubt. 
Che officers perceived the weeping, {| 
The noiſe, the cry,the t the greeting * 
Into the houſe they entered but delap, * ü 
And demanded wherefoze they made the ken 
Chen laid the ſon, when my ſiſters mes (au! 


Do ſoze waunded, as now pour ſelf may km 
They wipt and cride and mourned in their a 
And as ve know few women may ſe blood: 
Chis was the cauſe of the great e, i 
Ok my ſiſters, wee know none other thing. 1 4 
Lhe officers hereto they gave credence,. 
Becauſe they got no mozeerperience; :. +1 


"1 1 


But went their wayes deceived all andblin 
Caaule the right way they could not ſek neh i 
Then to the coꝛpleof this ſame beadleſſek 

On the gallous let it hang day and night, 
Will all the people did wonder and mar bell | 
Df the ſtolne gold when they the tale Ne 
And pet the ſon after his 3 dead 


WES) Would not burie in the churchpard bis heal N 
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The ſeven Sages, 

the tree bis body would down fake, 

did the ſon foz bis own father ſake. 

ay perceive the great love and favour =. 

s father bee had all time and honre. 
empꝛeſſe ſaid, God ſtr, and pleaſe your grace 
it have J ſaid, have ye well tane the cace? 
mperour ſaid,Padame,ſo have I Call, 
t v# bave ſais A have it taue right well. 


* 


The declaration ofthe En- 

3 preſſe third tale. OI cn, 
FW: Cmpzelſe (aid, J am right wonder wo, 
bat of pour ſelf, and your ſon it bee ſo: 
His ſons lake the knight (as J have told) 
n be was pz his lands ye left unſold. © . 


* 


abe wanted he had none other ſhift, 
ae bis lon then hæ committed theft, 
hat his batrnes after that be was dead + 
is have no ſhame, he cauſd ſtrike off his head: 
et bis ſon would not do ſuch reward, 
rie bis head in church, noꝛ church. ard: 
Het would not neither by night noꝛ dag 
Naos the tree take his bodie awa : 
We lame ſoꝛt both night and dap per labout 
v pꝛomote pour (on to great hohour: : {Mi} 
and nigbe be ſets all his intentin 
A to put to utter confuſion, EL} 
au deſtrop is dapip his deſire, 35 
= may reign, and bꝛok the whole impire. 
untelliis pe rather put him down, —— 
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Ece he from you get the impire and crown 
The Emperour laid, Do mot A thꝛive and! 
A god example now haft thou ſhown mei 
I might have thold after his fathers dead 
Pet by ſome ſlight to cauſe burie his bein. 
Truelp my ſon he ſhall no longer ſcape 
Upon the moꝛn bee hanged in a rape: * 
To officers anone hee gabe tommand 4 
To take his ſon, and to hang him fra * 0 
Down thꝛongh the fret they led him baitily 
To the galleus but mercy fo2 to die. 
And as they led the poung man th;ovgh tet It 
All the people began to mourn and get 3+ 

J» 


Saying, Alas, the Emperours only til - 
Lo the gallons is led there to bee fildꝰ 


Alas, laid they, what is his fathers: 
To his one ſon foꝛ to be ſo unkinde? 
ow this is thꝛiſe condemned bebt de 
And few can tell what doth the matter mit 
But all this comes by the Aucens falſe 
That be is led ſo oft down th2 co pops 
Jn the mean tyme down the gate her oo il 
Lhethird Paſfercameryding, eld Cri 
And ſaw the childe ſo wonder neat the den 
Lo his Maſter yet he inclinde his head! 
As he would ſay, Paſterhave mij "Ef i T 
Do re not well, there is vo dom fut die. 
The people cride, God Mater haͤſte, and. 
And foz your child good help that ve ori 
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palace he ſpurd his gw 
ben b came befo; 

llſed him with rev 
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9 The ſeven Sages. 2 
Since ha with us remaind oz made repatz 
That be is gulitie of all that ye have ſaid; .Þ 
Ten J to die, therefoze am wonder glad. Ie 
But Salomon ayes right well into bis bak, Ert 
Who like therein to read, and foz to lum, 
No malice is noꝛ was, nas pet bæ can 
Above the malice ot᷑ an ill woman. 
What chall I pꝛove by an example god. 
That women are the fountain and the flod, 
Che verie rcof,and ſpeciall invention 
- Df all talſet, leaũng, and deception: 
And it ye put your ſonnow to the dead, 
Foꝛ your wifes wozds, her falſet, and her fen 
It ſhall chance you as it did to the man 
That ſlew his Pe. thzongh flight of a wom 
e - UWhicb bird hee lov d above each other thing, 
Andap the truth it told him but leaſing. + 
The Emperour ſaid, I pzgy the tell me that Þ» 
Between the man, the wile, and the Pat. 
Che Maſter laid, Your ſon again cauſe ca, 
That hee thole not the atter charge ol lam; . 
Then (hall A tell my tale to your plealnre,, 
To pour pꝛoffte, welfare, and als honour, .M 
be Emperour laid, Malter, fo this one zar 
, Yeefhall not die, come after what ſo mag ß 
,  Whe'Paſterſaid, God tgank your grace 
do he his tale began, as followes plain. 


14 7 90 \ 
„nn 

0 R * 

R "4 «© 


The ſeven Sages. 
: RA L IT AS. NE SOIT. 1 ; 
4 6 271 81 N J 


12 : 
EB 4 


g will continue now at this place," 
The Doctors tale a little ſpace, 
And ſomething wee will tel! 

? mpreſſe compariſon, HE OR 
Wc compardrhe Kings perſon 5 
Vnco à thict ſo fell. 1 


VV 


compared the Emperouu n 
cafe knight chat brake che rowre, 
When hee ſhould ſoid his land: 

reeth was compeld to ſteal; 
Wee if ſhee compard ileal, , 
And ſo well ſhee it fand, 


"ſh kaight commitredrraitourie, 
oe trom the authorities, 
Eicher gteat thing or'ſmiaw! 5 
fore kee ſer ved for to hing 
Wo that ſteales ought from che King, 1 
'F They may not bide tlie .- 


e 
ö 


le this knight (as was well kan )) 
rough the citie hee was d wm ET 
Io his great lack and ſnammm 
Fhanged on the gallowtrées, „„ 
oe how theſe two well ag; ces, - 

lo the Kings great defame. 


ber oyn Emperour compared 
Voor knight was all deſpaired, | 
= @traitour and athicte 
ſo ſhee would was moſt likely, 
the Emperour ſo ſhould bee 
God ſend her a miſchief? 


. 
7 
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” Theſeven Sages. 
As to the Knight that would ſold his land, 
And waxt ſo wonder poor in hand, . 
| And alwayes ſuperſpended- 
Whoever ſpends by their due rent; 
But fail ſhall after ſore repent, 
When hee may nor amend it, 


Thereafter comes neceſſitie, 
Hunger, poorteth, and povertie, 

To ſteal that hee muſt need. 
Thentynes hee honour and manhead. 
And thereon followes ſhame and dead, 

ODltill ſpending it breedes. 


Hadthis Knight ſpended with pleaſure,. 
According to his own treaſure, r. 
After his faculties.  - 
Hee ſhouldnot need tobreał a towre, 
Nor ſtol len gold from the Emperour, 
Nor poor not needed bee. 


Good Sirs, that have rent and riches, 
Zee not in ſpending ſo reckleſſc, 
Baut with reaſonand right: 
ii Fer chen of force hee muſt ſell Iand, 
i or eds ure ſome ill deed in hand, 

M did this headed Knight. 
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Who . once, and paſt againg, 
0 


Still ay in ueh for to remain, 
Which all men ſhould forbear. 
It may chance once a man to in, 
Rut hee ſhould no wiſe ly therein. 
Nor ſtill to perſevere. 


For as chat one knight found a wile 
- Thar other knight for to beguile, 
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The ſeven Sages. 
Andtakehimin che ner, 
& the fiend is finding ay 
eu gare te _ his ptey, 
EF Whoaytolinarele;. - 


bird lime is to hold them Mill , 

in pleaſure take their vill, 
For as the gold was ſweet 
rauſde this Knight to come again, 

in fin ay to remain 

| While they yeeld up che ſprit. 


* 


n art thou ſicker in the ſnare , 
(each comes thou dow do no mair, 
But to the gallous led: 
Ws to hell without remead: 
ul chy gold that was ſo red 

It ſtands thee in no ſtead. 


refore who would live in honour, 

Ney their gear ſpend with meaſure, 
Zee not or liberall?ꝰ 

not in prodigalieie, 

Peffeirs thy facultile, 

Or doubtleſſe want thou ſhall. 
Petime may chance a man ſpend mair 
Na day then hee may ſpair 

0 ſpend in other nyne. 
but yet yee ſhall confider, 
Waring dayes, and them together, 
And ſoſmall ſhall yee tyne. 


ending is three kindes of branches: 
ſt to ſpend hee never ſtanches 
| Solongashec hath heal: 
2 {pending in a rane, 


| The ſeven Sages. 
While all that hee hath is quite gane. 
On force thys man muſt ſteal · | 


The ſecond ſpends with great honour, 
Wich honeſt ie and good meaſure, 
Ne it her meekie nor skant. . 
But ſometime ſpares and ſometĩme ſ dends of 
And guides well that which God him ſends 
So this man can not want. 
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The third hee is fo great niggard, 
To ſpend harh neither hand nor heart; 
And ay ſayes hee hath nought: 
Ever ſparing, and ever wants, 
And to have gear hee never grants, ee 
For all that ever hee wrought, _ 
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Of theſethreeler us take the mids, 
i I The wiſemanthen expreſly bids, 
\ OLE, 4,2  Thereforcl youbeleck, 
is is no honeſt man to grieve, _ 
But ſee that yee put not your ſlie rte 
Further then hand may reee tk. 
A reproach or reprofe to 
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Orrupted corſe unclean, thou Fringingl { 
i - Thou fickle frends Queen, thou perilloms ii 
Ln; ! |». - Thowcruellcocatrice,aud kindly crarodile; 

oh For all thy tales nice thou ſhalt not get thy 
YR... Falſe gigiot rangling gill, thou poy ſoned Shel 
0 bones burnt on an hill I think to ſes i 
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Tgne ſeven Sages. 

The tale of the third Maſter, who 

or the Burges pyat. 
dona time theredweltina cittee 
4 noble man, and aburges was he, 


had a bird weil fed up in a cage, 
h we aPyat call in dur language. 
bird ſhe was ſo well learned tofpeake, - 
MW he cbulpraltz laten hebzew and grab 
Ven the had theſe languages pe fte, 
Pater n of her a great delt: 
"JP p2ocelſe all thing che heard oz fals 
f maſter intontinent would halb: 
rurges man hee had a wife right fair, 
aw have, wanton and debon air, 
dev r all thing her loved ever bett 
Pe conktäre ger love was not fovzeſt;— 
leit paſſed from the Burges migyt, 
Frpetite to complich dap and night. 
„ deürde at her pleatute to have: 
Terri the tben bat chaſe another unde {Ml 
Per to plap, as che thought veſt pleatüfe. . 
ne veſt lob d, and held him in favour: WII 
bebov' o her husband on a dag ©" 
er towns in voyage make journey, - 
nerthandile to buy and foz to ſell. 
nerchant men at home ay may not dell, ji 
\<98Wozld to wanderwozk,and win;  * ., {[{ſiſh ] 
of thts life that they depart and twinn JN 
et this wiſe had not ſach thing in minde,-- OO 
Fr pleaſure her thonght was all include 
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The ſeven Sages. * 
*y when her ſpouſe ſwꝛth ok the towon | 
Without tarie then foz her lobe ſhee ſent 
That they might make god chear andj 
As the gd wife thought the could beſhy] 
And lo ther did at their own appetifoy , v4 
- Whenlovers mates of others take deliiz 
This laid the Py on her perk where chest 
What merrineſſe that her huſie was at; 


And to her maſter told when her came bay 


And cauſde her huſie get ontrage and hig 
Do them bet wirt roſe up a pargane ſfontz 
Which many of their neighbours heard q 
The god wife ſaid, Now well Sir, J pet 
Elthat great favour and love to me vi 5 
And ſaiv, yg give moze truſt unto bark 
Then unto mer, and ſtill moze ſets her by 
But ſo long as pour pyat is on life, | 
It ſhall not fail but wer Hall bo af aut, 6 
The Wur ges laid, Py pat can not Wes, | 
All that the ls the truth ſhee will tell m 
Foz ſhee can not by no way noꝛ ingine 
Anyleaſing! into her heart divine: 
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All that lþeel ſayes far better than truſt ps 
Da day andnight continually they cid 
mahle on aday the Burges busk to ride 
An far gguntries to do his merchandiſe, 
As it eſleixs ſuch men, and is the ogg 4 


But as ſo ſpon as be his wayes fozth wi 
7 qa r lover lhee ſent incontinent: 43 


The ſeven Sages. It 


ke her blith great ſolace and geod chear, 
n the dap he durſt never come near: 
teat ſlander of people and common vopce, 
e day long while night he held him clolle. 
night came he knocked at the gin, 
adp was thereat, and let him in: 
id, pe are right welcome unto me, 
ay come in, toz no man will you lee: 
d, me love, your P pat ſoꝛe 4 fear : 
e will tell all ſhe can ſe oz hear. 
e raiſed ſuch tales bet wirt us elſe, 
ill the town to other plainly tels. 
ld, tear not, but boldly enter tn, 

take both perill and the ſin: 
tres, and took nomoze ia thought, 
e the hand thꝛough the hall ſhe him bꝛought, 
s thele two thzough the hall made paſſage, . 8 
ue Py where ſhe late in the cage: N 
t buſte ſhe heard her lover 1 
jall be blith and make mirry while . 
du are che that J love all the bell, 
fearſozethepyat us moleſt : 
che, fear not, J bide not foz to lie you, 
d dark the pyat will not ſ& you. 
laid the Py, howbeit J may not ſc don. 
thy voyce, foz right well know A vou. 
ye maſter thou volt à great injurie. 
his wife thou makes a common whoze: 
is beſt bet which he belee vs is clear | 
Palidefle which ts well known Ad fan. 


E eee, le | hich 


The ſeven Sages, ; 
Which my Malter when hee comes hom ; 
And the true truth (othly J ſhall him hy | 
Then ſaid her love, mine heart told 3 ye 
What we would both ber ſpyed with they 
And fell the truth of all ſhe heard and ſay 
And every woꝛd make her maſter tokng 
Take y& not fear thereof then laid the w 
Pon talking ſhall coſt her percbance or 
And this lame night I ſhall revenged ba 
Upon the py, as pe ſhall hear and ſe: 
So they to bed vaſt both withouttea fear, 
And what became the pyat ye ſhall hear: 
About mid-night up this god wife ſhee rt 
Cride on her maid, and put on both their t 
Ancontinent a long ladder they get. 


0 ] N | bi = And to the root ot the houſe they it let: 
ii And tird the houſe about the pyots cage, 


| Where that fire-flaughts 4 rain t 


; OY Blenks of candles about the pyots head 


Moſt like fire-flaughts with cold waterth 
Small ſtones like peaſe upon her head the 1 
Bolt like hail- tones, ſo this paz py was ' 
Do all the night without anyremead 
Was thts py pinde, almoſt untsthe eaſy 
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Do this Burges came home within kewien 


And to pis py firſt hee goefito and ſapes, 


O my beſt bird now ok mee of ah cheny 
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T he ſeven Cages. 


ird, ſaid he, what haſt thou ſer oz jeard? 
nee the truth fo2 thy godly reward. 

er, the ſaid, I ſhall you truely tell 

t that J heard, J ſaw,and what befell: 

ere not paſt off this town day and night, - 


that-your wife did to you great anright, 3 
er man into your bed ſhee latd, ' 4 


u the night together they two plaid; -- 
them ſhew that they were both to blame, 
J ſhould tell to you when per came dame. 
er but doubt this is a truthfull tale 
wite3 lee is not foꝛ pour abale. 


ro tema erent, 


have farde, in what ſoꝛt was my tbr 
ur abſence,ſurely I ſaꝝ vou right. 


at a ſtoꝛm as there was peſternigit 


J never,ſince firſt timeJ was clocked; 
ef my death ſo ſozeJ not ſuſpeded, 

it ſame night, but doubt, J ſay vou plain 

ty fearof fire- flanghts,bail,and rain 5 


e whole night it rainedſo an me, 5 40 5 Jt 
Jbcleev'd but doubt dꝛowned to b. Ad 
laid the wife, Dir per reden e ee 


may ve know what kinde of ee Y 
ay now ſ@,and alſo may: ma 97. 


7 * b 1 p 
4 L [4 . PR z l — 4 F ; 
I , * , 0 . 
A. $4.40 7&4 ('L © IT Ad 
a * we ns. 4 4 
1 £ 4 WY 12 . x, '* 0 '4 4 " ; 
20 63'S is; 1 OD 4408 1 : 
= 7 4 4 - & I 4 25 9 of ; - ; - 4 
1 2 ' 2 a N 7 os Y r A, * , y 7 * - f 
+ * 25 5 by , p 4 £ 5 
4 . * 2 755 2 ; Fg C 3 b | ; [ 
4 * 
a 5 1 7 ah” ; 


rer n igbt Was never an the plain, 


I was that night.that heſaves it wasraln:- | 4 0 
dale bt neulter and moze 5 5. 1 
ep leaſant night J had hat all this: year: 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Cheretoꝛe per ſhallin all times fw2th to ra 
Give der no faith no moꝛe noꝛ ſhe were vj ; 
Then this Wurges knew not well what t 1 
But to neighbours ſcon paſt he on bis 1 
And demanded ii ſuch a night was fair, 
Chat his pyat ſuffered the cold and caix. a 
Whey (aid,Peigbbour,J walked all this ni 
Mone ſolatious, moze ſofter, and moze big 
Poze ſtable a night,moze curious and cleai 
Noz was that night ſaw A not this ſeven y 
Unto bis houſe this Burges bowned hame, 
And thoght right well his wife had era 
The ſillie py he put in all the wite.. 4 
And ob all faults] her thought his — 
And ſaid to her, 4 finde vou trait anvtriwy 
Mhereloze ys ſhall have no cauſe fo; to rei 
At my neighbours I asked all about, nl 
Even as ve lay eachone they ſaꝝ but — 
A fairer night thep lap none could ber fe 
Then was that night, moꝛe ſofter avd'moz * 
And it requires to other who oſfends, 4 b 
Mith all their heart fo2 to make them am 
To vou theretoꝛe a garment of the new 1 
ie IJ pamile youbecauſeJ findeyou ew. 4 
[2 She ſatd,Godſir,ſaving your reverente, ! 
V7,  Peſaidnetſo; when ve gave firm credend 
Unto your py, which falfipon mee lyedy © 
Saying that A committed ſuch a deve 1 al 
That never was into my minde and the 
i, Po in —— duch thing I never w 0 
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The leven Sages, o 
her leaſings bet wirt us ſhe hath ſown + 1 Þ | 
at diſco20,wbich all about is known: J 
rethzongh.J am blaſphemed and defamb 
ugb all the town by your falſe py, am ſhamd : 
efoze no meat noꝛʒ dzink ſhall dome god, 

that I (& your falle pyats heart blood. 
the Burges unto the pyat paſk, 
aid, Falſe py, tellhow becomes this cat, 
my boite lo falſely foz to lie. ; 
ng diſcozd oftimes with her and m. 
th thank, the ganſell, and good deed 
renders mee? ſo well J could thee fed 
mine own hands, with meats delicate, 
at mozn,and als at evening late, 
ich thy leaings haſt made thꝛogh the town, 
t ander. and foul defamation: —_ 
| eto ſhe gave no moze conſent no2 tied, SA 
Imp ſelf gave unto God his dev. - . 7 
Wiliepy heard her maſter ſap ſo. 
Jet heart ſhee was right wonder wo. 
the ſaid, God knowes if that Jie, 
eit will truſt the very thing you ſer⸗ 
ellz wot the thing J ſaiv toyon, 
Wd and ſaw,wby ſhould I not it trow, - 
urgesſ(aid, J hear the boldly lie, 
's thou not well this talethon told fo mere 
was a night ſo troubled in the air, os 
Wm,lirefanghts,hail,cain,cmekle mair, 
weather thou had none other red, 
dding ay be bitter hour of dead 
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Ihe ſeven Sages. 
Which is right falſe, and never a woꝛd is 

Therefoze but doubt thy falſet thou walt 

And from hencefoꝛth thon ſhalt no leaſing 


Noz of true tales thou ſhalt not make a ra 
Jn ſpeciall between me and my wife, 


The law will well that it coft the thy te, 
Foz the great lies thou dioſt invent and la 
With this ſame knife A ſhall cut off thy gi 
do in great wzath he tek her by the neck; 
And with a knife her head he did off ſneck. 
The wife ſaw that, and ſh& was wonder g 
To her huſband with mirrineſte ſher ſatd, :4 
Now have yee done as a man of pꝛudente, 
'Yowbeit befoze re gave ob r great creden 
Unto your pe, which ay right falfly — 
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Now may wee live all onrlife-time in * 1 4 


Dl al 5 Since ſhs is gone that vid us ay moleſt: 


Foz ſhee was ay the very inſtrument, 
'Botwirt us two that leaſing did invent. 


5 Mig Fa. | Be blith, ſaid hie, that inſtrument is bene it q 
iÞ{&. -.-- Fozſoth£o her I gaveov'r great crevenc 


Now IJ know well all that ſhe ſaid was fi 


Bat noweherefoꝛe ſhe hath loft life and hy 
h 6 Type Wurges then blent up about his bigg 


i took neee eke there 


And ſaw an hole tirredin thehouſe-riggh 

And well perceiv'd a little ladder ſtand 
A Wale, tub, with ſtones, water. and ſan 
Mhich was down caſt upon the ſillie pi 
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is wike, lekt land, and all the lave? 


The ſeven Sages. 5 
the pw2 py had told his tale right treu, 
e fallet and faſhion then her knew, 
they had cauld the pyet fo2 to lie, 
gh their kalſet, and great ſubtilitie: 
of my wifethe kalſet I perceabe, 
ne bygone how ſhe hath plaid the knave- 
garding ſin, ſhame,noz boneffie, 
ith her love lying in harlotrie: 
ois me, how great a fol was J, 
r falſet to lay my ſilly py, 
ein J had my pleaſure and delite, 
las. mp wite had all the wite. 
no wile my lelf J can ercuſe, 
er counſell (o greatly J did uſe: 
a part but doubt J was ſo blinded, 
w the truth fallickerly I finde it. 52 
02ththe time J gave her ſuch credente/, 


Her tale J gave ſuch audience. 1 


th luch wives that are ſoillinclinde, 


Waving lo fained heart and minde, 


double heart, full ok ſubtilitie, 
Hure they are illcompanie, Sn 
ſeme wie hath wzought me luch⸗like oz | 


5 g 4 
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give over mirth, gladnelte, and jo: . . Jill 


rchandiſe, houcholding, and harbzie, 

ie coming a pilgrime J will be: 

ales mer hereunto the holp land, 
le üade no faith in women ſtand. 
urges koz credence that her gave 
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"Tm ſeven Sages. e 9 A 
The Maſter ſaid unto the Emperour, . IN 
Dir, have ye tanetbis tale into laber 
And what it meanes the ſamine underſtalt 
Be ſaid, Maſter, right well J take on hand 
The Maſter laid, Mas ſhee not a falſe wife, 
With her leaſings caulde reave the py herli 
The Emperour ſaiv,She was of falſet fon 
Yer great leaſings, noz her life allow: N 
Df the poꝛ py ſozelp A do repent, q 
That loſt her life fo2 ſpeaking verement. 4 
Surely Paſter,a god tale ve have told, 
And koꝛ your lake this day J will cauſe Gat 
14. *, u ſon undead the mozn while it be none} 
e God thank your grace, quoth he, that . 
Totbelozd God J heartly pou commend; 
. 5 55 n 3 home de m Vt 


N O. Morvellon OY i belle WI 5 


Suͤchlike I trow was neyer ſeen: 
Thou waried wife and wicked wight, 
Of this Burgeſſe wife now mean: 4 
dag partly could avow, and cauſe her husband tro, q 
I Thx ſuce ſo ſakeleſſe was and clean, 
Ani innocent as ſhee had been, 
Then of faller fo. | 
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80 ofull offers ſhee is is, 
MINE: Por when they markto do WN . 
Hei Athouſand ſundrie wayes they hjůave 
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| Great Miltrefſe to oMahoun, 


The ſeven Sages ; 

Ing! their matter to, when they have ought to do, 
len man they ay deceive, 5 
ais Burges among the lave, 
Iris not ſo quoth ſhee, 


privily ſhee could provide 
Jer for the fillic py, 
rich luch craft ſhee could it guide, 
ging che weather and the sky, | 
outgates did veguilerhe poor py wich fuch vile, 
up of whoredome upon rhee fy, | 
ton of glew all wee may ery, 
Thou art a veſſcll vile, 


Y :»-* 'E 


le ſauce that cou ſerves at mine bd 

not well indite, 5 

aſe thine husband underſtand, 

> yh. rents thou hadno! wite, ; 

ag ramping lyodn;to niſchieferer boun, 
of rife, Who can thee quite, * 

chro care, andof deſpite, e 


* 


* that have wives, gi 7 no a credene 


2 ung their {bei eis, 


ide adefence, . 92 Dn | 
c ＋ were muy into the lawes? bf Ry 
wherthey ſ. peak faireſt their tale is ay alſef 
will never gire oyer the cauſe, 
oligh all che world the contrare knowes , 
Their own tale they ay think beſt, 


tlometime * 111 cauſea man 
o the thing hee will repent, 
den ĩt is done ao wayes ſhee can 


F 
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e ſeven Sages. ' 
Remead therefore for to invent, KY 1 
Cauſſd the ſakeleſſe get wite, make her ſelf clean and 
Therefore though ſhee bee impatient, ho 
And in boldneſſe her brow all bent, 
That care * not a mite. 


Bee not readie to giv e reward, 

1 Though ſhee it ſerve,while that thou cc, 
This Burgeſſe ſo in mindewasmard, 
Wuile chat the ſillie Py ſlew hee: 

Then promiſd her a on zor elſe a new garmoun 3 

For her whoredome and harlotrie, 

And her ſcabbed ſcurrilitie, 

Ey mothers maliſoun, 


O twet untrue and rail unf icker, 
 Yindler of care bold baleſtrod: 
| Though one would binde thee „ich a wicker, 
Thou wilt not keep good rule nor rod. 
Thou art a furious flame: a wolf, and ſeemes a lamb, 
Thou arta traitour wylie tod, 
mat ſtint into the noſe ot God, 

Thou art che devils Telly 


Aloving to the third Dec 
and Maſter. 


os a · 1215 5 Biden a mot thou bai 
That this one day. the child thou haft cauſd fM 
* With thy true tale and example perfite, * ? 
19043 3 Beleeving well ſoſhalldo all the lave, F 
14 #1 I 16 2 boug hihe Empreſſe with her tales won deceaiy 
BOAR WW 0h. ft © Eper, all for the childes 1 4 


. The leven Sages, . - 
at the laſt 1 know hee will her quite, 
ee and hee the ſoothwell dopercerve, 


ee finde fault there ſhall gee lay the wite. 


The fourth tale of the Empreſſe. 
hen the Empꝛice heard the child vet on live 

IV She wept right tair, ali her hair did rive: 

Wing, alas, wo wozth the time and hour 

We J was wife unto the Emperoure 

Ping, mourning. and ryving down herkace, [ 

ue the great noiſe paſt out thzough all the place. 

S Cmperour heard the murmure at the laſlk. 

Fontinent her to her chamber paſt, 

Nuirde the cauſe of all her d&p viſtrefe, 
We curlt the time that ſh&@ was made Empꝛelle. 

u'v God,ſafd ſhe, when A came in theſe parts, {JHIME 
Iwbeit that J had four and twentie hearts 100 
Within my bowk, that ther had all been rent 

W imall pieces, ere J were dayly ſhent 

buch kachion, as Jam dap be day, 

t that your grace ſapes neither yea noz nay, 
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t whiles ver ſay, but doubt your ſon ſhall die, 


other whiles in great deſpite ok mee: 

continue his life, and takes no cure, : 

mp great ſturt, the ſhame, and the infure 

WE did tome, and als ſhame to your ſell, 

bis matter whecefozeſhould J moze tell? 
it is kndwn out thꝛough the whole countrie 
what great ſhame he purpold to bring me. 

tee thzough ſlouth dils down, and lets do rdzinges 
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o day by day veur ſon is pet on live. #4 
The Emperour ſaid, F pzay ſtand content, 
"| And without doubt the mozu intentinent 

Pee chall have law without any remed 

To bee hangedon gallous to the dead. 

But yeſterday it was a pꝛincipall cauſe 
What he tholde not the judgement and theln 

Mas fo2 a tale that the Maſter me told. 

Vea then, ſaid ſhe, that is the thing they woul 

Pꝛolong the time. lipning the court ſhall chan 

Af ve doſo that is a matter range:: 


. ph 4 _ Foz their fair woꝛds good julkice foz to bꝛeab, 


2 
N 

# 
q 


* 


do unto God yes have a ſmall reſpe g. 
But A fear ſoze, p with your Maſters ſeven, 
At ſhall you chance the lame example even, 


As once it chanced into thiscitie, © 7 
An Empercur and ſeven maſters had hee, 
i WMuyom to he gave credence both dap and nig 
Ther him beguild with their kalſe fraud and 
ii The Empero ur laid, That tale A p2ay vou tel 
4% :- -Withthe Maſters and mper our how it fell. 
be latd, hereto, oz to what fed ſhonlv 1 
Tel aan tale, when it is not let b:: 
Pop yeſterday a tale to pou i hew⸗ 
Which in the ſetf was very juſt and true: 
$55, 1, F02 your p2efite and hononr J it told, 
141% ..4 Lbereon to think yet on no wiſe ver would: 
Fos pour honour andp2ofite what J ſay, -Þ 
619, | |: Mpon the mo2n the maſters do away; «#4 
And vith their tales dayly turn upſive do vis 
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The ſeven Sages. - e 
(ch is but doubt foz your veſtruction. 


n this tale that A chall tell to vous, 
pleaſe your grace,foz truth ye ſhall it tro. 
ſatd,Padame,beartly J you require, "— 
Way vou tell, foz it is mydeſire, _ 
t by the lame J may the warrer be, 
to eſchew falſet andſubtilties 
Wugh I delay my ſons dead fo2 a day, 
Mnſwers not, noz cleanly takes away- 
Wall it ſhew, quoth ſhe,be it your will, - 
We will give god thought,and minde theretill. 
th he, Lell on, and J ſhall hear it than, 
Wo at ſhozt her tale this wiſe began. 


Pon a time (J reade into a quair) 
Jn this citie ſometime feven maſters ere, 
gb whole ſciencę, great wiſdome and learning 
impire was ruled by their gniding. 
Emperour which at that time did reignne 
their counſell be took in hand nothing⸗ 5 
Ne tpem held in lucheale and dainti ef, 
ebe coulo not well want their companie. 
e perceiving his heart to them ſo kin dee. 
godly will, his dayly thought and minde, 
the could do nothing but their adviſe, 
e were all ſeven holden fo wander wiie: 
telt in minde a wonder ſubtile thing 
ucerie, inchantment, and cunning: 
bow long time the Emperour hee bade 
s palace, neither paſt fo2th no; rade, 
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he ſevotBages, _ 
But therein ſtiilheld him in pants, a 7 
Va ſab as well as an man coul ſez:: 
From his palace if he went any time, 1 
Thzough their llight craftheconldnot (#1 1 
And this they did to the amine intent, 
That they might with mozelibertie frequai 
And intromet, and aſe the lamine things, 5 
That appertaines to Emperours and Kings | 
And to diſpone at their will all their rent. 
This was their minde, their thought, and alt 
By the which thing theſe maſters did pureh 
Unto themſelves gold, gear. and great riche ; 
And yet howbeit with thetr-great ſozcerie, 
They made this king a ſtime he might not < 
Ott his palace when he paſt ay was bli e 1 
Among mal the way they could not find 
With all their craftagatn to cauſe him fer 1 
Out oc his palace, but ever blinde was hee. 
e Above all this;the maſters found ſuch craft; 
018 7 Alltheimpirealmolt they made clean datt 
I 23 Jfany man had dzeamd an uncouth me | 
1598/. ," WMThe whole knowledge thereof they could er 
And make thereof interpretation 
 Fozaducate,oz yet a golden crown, 
Whereby they got moze gold and great fr. 
Almo as much as from 2 ant 
Do by this war, and other falle. and ſlie, 
Ther conguelt gold, great riches in pleuii 
Poꝛe in relpec then had che anne 
1 An to them (over — dart moze hon 
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The ſeven Sages, © 


n aday when that the Emperour, ee 

b his Empꝛeſle together with honou 

at table, to ſigh in heart begann 

Empzelle law, perceived, and ſaid than. 

it is the cauſe, ſhew mee of your dolour s? 

 ligh ver [02 02 take pe diſpleaſure :e 

emperour laid to bis Empzeffe again, 

not cauſeof ſozrow and great pain?! 

Wt 3 fo long in ſuch ſozt ſhould bee blinde, 

an thereofno god remedie finde. 

od ald ſhe, will xe tent tomy tale, 

Woneſtte it ſhall help and pzevaitez + 

We will do after as J pon lay, 

Hau allow my tale another day. 

aur impire ſeven gr 

J bele ve the ſeven 

Ware the cauſe of all 

io themſelves ap e 

I their falſe wa 6 

be ſo that thep 60 ne 
ys, 


. 


loze diſeaſe, 

re pour ſight 

ev lay na 

rgeth 

lo they may conſider well and ſe, | 
per be cauſe of your great maladie: 


The ſcvenSages, + 1M 
de ckmperour allawen weil this tale, J 
And thought right well it was foz his ahn 
Ineonttuent ta them he was ſent mellage 
Foz to campleet anone they tok vorage 
und comelineling befoze the Emperour i! 
Who them receives in freedome and abo 
And cheu ta them his great infirmity, W 
Vow he was blind, and had luch malady: 
4nd how lometime that he ſaw wonder we! 
And other times haw he ſam n ver a dell. 
Tben char bon pain ofg 
Incontine d ſeek remeg 
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time, bu 
Fo2 to grant us re 
We ſhall you give 
WhereofJ truſty 


Df their anſwert 


The ſeuen Sages. 

e Paffers vnto their connſell paff, 

f they could find the way o2caſf, | 
AW ingine, ſupplie, meane oz remead, 
beipe to ſane themlelues from dead: 
to heale the Kings infirmitie, 
eit the way, foꝛ them it would not be. 
taoꝛe they were all ſenen right ſozrowfoly, 
id get we no helpe no2 remead now. 
ee this charge as we echone doe ken, 

ut remead we are all but dead men. 
oꝛe let vs make trauell all fra hand, 
Ind ſearch foꝛth echone in ſundrp land, 
ue can in any countrie find, 
Ne comming theEmperour be not blind, 
i they ſonght in many ſunday fown, 

ft, by Weff, South, No2th, both bp and down, 

ed them fo ride bpon a dap, 

gh a citie where bairnes were at the play, 
neane time came to them an old man, 

Wd, Paſters, J pꝛap pou if pe can, 1 
nights dꝛeame to make interpretation, 
pour wage J ſhall giue pou a tcrolun. 

the bairnes that was then at the plag. 
Malters heard that man ſuchlike ſay, 

id, God. man peis giue a crowne to me, 
meanes pour dꝛeame J ſhall you tell truelp, 
man laid, A dꝛeamed this hinder night, 

amy parde of water ſprang vpꝛight. 
pzing Well, from whence came many ipꝛings WIF 

hal the eird; now tel what ſuch thing means. . 
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The ſeuen Sages . 4 
Then laid the bairne, take ye a ſpade, gady 
In the ſelfe place paſſe and delue if pe can, 
Where that pe thought the water firſt vp 41 
There ſhall ye find within a ſpace not lang, 
An hurde of golde that ſamin hole within, 
Shall make you rich fo ay and all your kin) 
So did this man as ths young bairne comm 
And as he laid, this man tight ſo he fand it. 
Then paſt this man to this young child agen 
And thought he would reward him foz his pg 
And offered him a pound of ready golde, 
Mhich by no wap receiue from him he wat 
And ſaid, god⸗man, no gold J will receaue, . 
But pꝛap foꝛ me, at you nomozeF traue. 
Che leuen Paſters perceining all this thing 
'  Howaponna child ofpeeres being ſo ping, 
With ſuch wiſoome, the mans dꝛeame did tz 
Said to themlelues, we maruell who is pomhre 
Ol ſo poung peres, makes lſuch cp 1 
And then therefoze takes neither gold no2 oi | 
So at this child theſe ſeuen inquirde the nan 4 
De ſaid, Merling, whereof thinke no ſham 
Nuoth they, pour name bꝛoke well with al 
We perteine well pe haue wiſdome and lu =! 
A great matter we haue to you to ſhow, - * al 
Ot the which few oꝛ none but we doe kno 
Then ſid the child, ſhew me loꝛth y aur in 
And ve ſhall haue anſwere n 1 
Quoth they, young child, this is the ve tech 
Amaladie holds the —— 
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Ihe ſeuen Sages. 
ng as he in his palace will bide, 
it thereout neither to gang oz ride, 
625 well as one that euer was, 
one as he from his palace paſſe, 
W takes him then fo great a maladie, 
al about a ſtime he may not ſe, 
W ye can the cauſe hereof diſcuſle, 
Wye ſhall haue a great reward of bs, 
Wecondly remead if ye can find, 
ecomming the @mperour be not blind, 
his palace when he pleaſes to paſle, 
Will ane you reward What pe will aske. 
W ſaid the child, his maladie A know, 
We remead thereof J can him ſhow, 
Paſters ſaid, we p2ay you right hartly 
W with vs ſenen and beare vs companie, 
ewe tome to the Cmperours pꝛeſente. 
eve ſhall haue reward and reuerenee. 
W (aid the child, firs, Jam ready nao, 
when pe pleaſe, and A ſhall go with yori. 
Wo all eight incontinent paſt hence, 
We they came to the Emperours p2elence, 
phen they came bnto the Emperour, 
hallſed him with renerence and honour. 
aid, god Lozd, lundzie lands haue we ſought, | 
et your health, and here we haue pon b2onght _ - | 
young child, that knowes your maladie, 
it pleaſnre will find helpe and ſupply, 
me comming, that ye ſhall well perceaue, 
daylyhealth, and no ſicknes 1 haue, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Kelth er in one noꝛ in another part, 
He hath ſuch wit in god cunning and art. 
The Emperour vnto theſe Maſters laid, 
Ok pour tythance 3 am right wonder glaid, 
All that he ſapes, will pe ſenen take on hand! 
Pea fir ſaid they, at that ſame we will ſtand, Þ 
Fo2 we haue ſerne by god cxperience, 
Dis great wiſdome, craft and intelligente. 
Che Emperour then bnto the bairne he laid, . 
Since ſuch a thing god child is to pon laid, 
The cauſe thereof at vou J would inquire, 
And lone mp health heartlp then J deſire. 
Then ſaid the child, and pleaſe pour noble Ort 
We two alone muſt talke alittle ſpace, - 
In your chamber J ſhall you ſhow truely, | 
Che caule of all your great infirmity. 
And when he was info the chamber led, 
He taulde caſt off the clothes ofthe bed: 
Which into haſte the Emperour taulde be do 
Pp Lo2d; hv ſaid, now here ye ſhall ſce ſone 
a marncilons thing, which pon heard neuer! 
Under the bed there was a mekle Mell, 
Df which there role a foule Imok and a rieke, 
That would haue made a man both blind and 
Ont of this Mell there ſpꝛang ſeuen great ſp} 
We The Emperour then he marueiled of ſuch th 
{2 1.4 Under his bed to be, and he not wit, 
1M.” 4 Do great a Well, 15 fonle a rteke and mill. 1 
H jd | Ye ſaid,my Lo2d, here plainly pe may lee, 
. he very canſe ofyour inürmitie. — 
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? The ſeuen Sages. 5 
Want pe put thele ſp2ings and Well away, | 
Wet your ſight againe no wap pe map. 
Kemperour ſaid, J p2ay you to me fell, 
Knercit Way foꝛ to bndoe this Well. 
Sn (3id the child, there is no way but one, 
pieaſe yon on foꝛte it muſt be tane. 
mperour ſaid, Jpzay you right heartly, 
KW me the way if luch a thing may be. 
Proz gods on no wiſe will ſpare, 
Wat the trueth to me you will declare: 
ns craft, his naturall wit oz might, 
> cunning, with god ſcie nte oꝛ flight, 
"We ingine, art oz experience, 
\Mhelpe my ſight, oz therefoze find defence, 
Jud not care fo2 togine gold plentie, 
Pekoꝛ no cot, ſo that ye canſe me (& 
Font my place as well as J doe in, 
ur reward from me well ſhall ye win. 
"With your Grace to me hath giuen credence, 
ron ſhew by god experience, 
"Wery trueth : theſe ſeuen ſpꝛings yt ſe ſpzing. - 
this Well, they are none other thing, 45 
e ſame ſeuen Paſſers by their ſciencte, 
to pe gaue ſo firme and great credence: 
by their craft, conning and inthantment, 
d make blind, this Mell they did innent. 
from hence fozth both pon and your Empire, 
time bygone haue rulde at their dere. 
pour place haue euer made you blind. 
Netten that no fault per ſhould find, 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
Done any way by them oz their conſent, 
That their great guile ſhould not be made 
Noz heare complaints of your Barons any N 
But they alone to agree ſuch diſco2ds, ; 
Noꝛ that iuſtice ſhould reigne into pour lam, 
But all ſuch things ſhould lye into their ham 
And pour ſubiects to ſpoplpie euerp dap, 
All that was greene to pou it chould ſ@me gr 
Pe not ſ&eing, now ſhould they all be bead 
Foz pour blindnes they can find no remead. 
The @mperour ſaid, now haue ve to me ſhit 
Df mp blind nes the cauſe, and made it know: 
Now the remead thereof J would pe fand, 
Pe ſhall not want both gold, lozdſhip and lam 
And pleaſe pour Grace, now to you ſhall It 
The — trueth, will pe doe mp connſell; 
Ok pour blindnes if pe deſire remead, 
The firſt Paſter take and ſtrike off his head, 
Then ſhall pe ſ& the firſt ſpꝛing of the Well 
Be quite awap: this is the trueth A tell, 
Do ozderly while they be eachone flainet 
And ſo pe ſhall recure pour fight againe. 
This being done, th#Well away ſhall went 
And ſo at eaſe ye ſhall get pour intent: 
Which in god haſte was done as they thou 
And ſo againe the Emperour gote his ſight, 
And the poung child rewarded right richly, 
Made him a Lo2d, and heire of a conntrie. 
Then ſaid ſhe, Lozd, hane ye 1 d 4 
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F Ihe ſeuen Sages, 
Howbeit he wis in youth and tender age, 

ſofhis grace had giuen him more knowledge, 
ſir ſcience, hid with ſubtilitie. 

to thoſe ſeuen whom this Queene doth alledge, 
ther tale inferred vpon foolage, 

o cauſed the Emperour againe to ſee, 

new the cauſe of his infirmitie 3 

+ exception there is of perſonage, 

hc of God he giues his grace ſo free. 
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Howbeit this childe in tender yeeres was ying, 
very trueth yet he ſhew to the King, 

it was the cauſe of all his maladie, - 

how the Well vnder his bed did ſpring, 

how thoſeſprings could him to blindnes bring, 

Ch was not knowne but to this child truely, 

ereby we may perceiue for veritie, 

grace of God is gotten for nothing, 

V liſt it ſeeke with all humilitie, 


4 


2 OE —— — — 


_ 
£ + 
44 
| N 
„ 
* 
= 
— — R a 
- — - a 
W — —m — — — — — _ — — — — = — - © 
— — — — — —— - — — a 
— * — - > — 
2 EX 44, — 1 = bs + N — 
2 . — * 
— we "PE" = - - — 
Prev a — 
h ; — — — 2 b py = nn — — — 
Wo * _ — * * * — — þ as 
1 n _ __ — —— < 
FF #4 
L * 4 — — * N * yy 
- — — — * PTD ” . + a « 
- N - — — 
. nw « 
= = —— . 
* — — _ — . —— ** — 5 ao 
— — _— — = - — — _ — 
8 _ _ — — - — — — 
— - — — 
bs vV — — - . — — — „ 
1 — — 
1 1 2 "4 
* — 8 
— — — — ” ” — — — 2 


. —2 * 
K —ĩů — 
* 


Now in bigging ſome takes ſo great pleaſure, 
je atthe laſt bigges himſelfe to the doore: 
© brings a ſtaffe for to breake his owne head, 
Io yeſee theſe Doctours tooke labour, 
ring this childe vnto the Emperour, 
om through he gote of his ſicknes remead. 
et this child cauſde them all ſeuen thole dead, 
oft ſcene, 1 ſay thee dearely brother, 
K euery ſwik ofttimes beſwickes another. 
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eſe jeuen Doctours whereof now ſpeakes our Queene, . 
e inferres, they haue all traitours bene, ee 
deuiſed the Kings infirmitie, 
Paaitourie, hid holden and vnſeene; 
Wet Realme they did meane. 
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The ſeuen gages. 

And haue thereof the whole authoritie 
But no wiſe ſo of our Maſters meane we; 
For they did not but as they weredefiredd 
By the Emperour, and his Counſell required. 3 

Therefore the Queene ſhe ſhould no credench 
She isa ſop of ſorrow to deceaue, 1 — 
A menſſeſſe monſter, a mirrour of miſchance, 
A patent port to ill ye may perceaue, 
A thriftleſſe thing when ſhe begins to raue, 
Full of deceat with fained falſe pleaſance,. 
A rowne trattlar, to bring home euill tythance, * 
A mane truikour, an talker out of tone, — 
And ſhall forthinke her talke ere all be done. © 
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A reproach to the Emprice for her laſt 


W O Fragill fleſh of hell, with flattery euer fenyes, 
A Kingdom thou wouldſt quel, bon grounder of gli 

We ſbal hold in thy renyeis, becauſe thou raues vm 

And checke you into chenyeis, vp bythe chafts choc 

388; £1 Our longe haue vs mocked, but yet the day willeß 
our culum hall be knocked, When he ſpeakgs that 


Ihe tale of the tn Aer, . þ 
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/ Pponatime there was an eldering An 

V Mie and Wittie, full ok riches and mi 

4 HDHadlinedf{ozthmany dapes of his tife. 
„ Without childzen, lemman, oz maried wit. 

Diners times his fceinds came him until, JW 

Lo co it it was bis pleaſure and will, 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
ie a wife, and bairnes foz fo fo2th bing. 
qhtheir counſell he granted to ſuch thing, 
the laſt they gofe his wife to be, | 
2oneſts daughter of that ſame great citie- 
\ was right rich, well fanonred and faire, 
ade at will, and was herfathers air: 
cher ſaw, he was ſo tane in loue, 
he from her his heart could nofremone 
Wahlone and fanonr betwixt them might be lerne, 
their ſpace no bairnes was them betweene, 
he Church as ſhe paſt thꝛough the fireete, 
ber mother ſhe hapned fo2 to meet, . 
W other hailſed with great gladnes, 
began fo talke in merines. 
other laid, my daughter tell me how | 
ate your ſponſe, o2 how doth he to you? - 
Mid, right ill, Jam not with him content, 
ME is old, feeble and impotent. 
a ve me ſtaiked bpor: ſo old a ſticke, 
n but doubt pe had buried me quicke: 
geicome with him in naked bed, 
owned J had rather be led, 
With (wine, ere J lav by his ſide, 
9 1tbas when that J touch his hyde: 
eercuſde J pꝛap vou hartly, mother, 
is foxce that J muſt haue another: 
ther ſaid, my god daughter and dere. 
ther pꝛay ſuch ſwlichnes foꝛbeare : 
your father many p&res J haue bene. 
ung arme was neuer heard noz\&ne, © 
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And to me ſhame to mygreatlightlines, | 


The ſeuen Sages. 
Pother, the faid, of that no marnell is, 
Foz ye twomet in pauth herd. joy and blis. 
And lo echone together had ſolace, 6 
At is not ſo with me into that cace, 4 
Ere J him gote, pe know his ſtrength was aq 
He lyes as ſill beſide me as a ſone. 
Foꝛ he is weake, old, cold, waſted and diy, 
And as pe know, mother, ſo am not 2 
But in my flowzes of pouth- head bloming gt 
Compare therefoꝛe is not vs two betweene. 1 i 
Ok his body J can get no ſolace, 


Co me therefoze it is an heanie cace- F 


She laid, daughter, ifſuch thou haſt inmink 
And to folage thine heart is ſo inclinde: 


Tell me thy mind without faining in bꝛeſt, 


Whom wilt thou loue? (quoth ſhe) mother, a! 
The mother laid, if ſuch thou wouldſt delle 
A thinke leſle ſinne to lone a noble Squire, 
Oz a gap Knight, noz aP2leftto thy loue. : 


She laid, mother, therein J yourep2one, - 


Af that J lou'd a Knight, oz pet a Squire, ; 
Mithin ſhoꝛt time of my lone they _ ti y 
And tellou'r all into their merines, 2, 
t is not ſo, pe know with men ol Kirke, 1 
Foz with wildome and wilines they vieh, 


; And are as loth their hone ſtie to tine, 


In luch affaires as J would doe to mine, 


And counſell kepe as quietly vnbamed, 


fs yea 03 3 wth — would be blay n 


The ſeuen Sages. 
ck men are moꝛe kinde ko their loues, 
thers are, and ſo the pꝛacticke pꝛaues. 
id, daughter, heare my god countell now; 
ſhall be a god p2ofite fo2 pon, x 
en,ye know, are wonder cautelons, 
and fell, and right outragious: 
FF manerye ſhall yourhnſband p2ene, 
\W; tofempt, oz anger him, oz græne: 
{pe ſcape but repꝛofe oz ſmiting, 5 
hom pe pleaſe at pour luſt and liking. 
Nughter ſaid, ſo long J map not bide, 
Jod haſte, alone J muſt pꝛouide: 
th me ſent ſo bnhappie a weird, 
can get no ſolace in this eird, 
our ſelfe, mother als well pe ken, 
Willoccurres to want pleaſure of men, 
od rather dzinke water foz a pere 
oo long pleaſure of men fozbeare. ih 
other ſaid, daughter, faz my bleſſing, . 04 
Nile thou pꝛoue oz tempt him with ſome thing, THANE 
ur blefſing, che ſaid, J will doe mare, I 61 He 
In to pzoue A pꝛap pou to declare : - 
tation, oz what wap it may be? 
e- daughter, that ſhall A haſtelie. 
WM" ©:chard there is a tre that Hands, 11 
alke thereof they lay is in few lands? ff oh 
ch pour Spous hath great lone and liking, NW. 
lome day when he goes to the hunting, {1/1 
the lame tr&@ incontinent be cuttit, WIT | 
Angi home erg ener your husband wit e. WY! 


Ihe ſeuen Sages, 

| ** make fire againſt his comming ha 

Ther it pe ſcape without rep2ofe 02 blame. 
At pour pleaſure then may ye take the Ply 


This ve _ doe = your mothers requeſt, ” 


Powbeitin in trueth * J am right loth thereto.-! | [ 


Eachone home paſt vnto their owne ludging 


The Knight marueilde ofhis wifes taryl ng. 
She ſaid, god fir, as I went Meſt the ſtrat) 


With my mother on chance there could Im 

She ask d at me ik ve were ingladnes. 
A alk euen lo, and then home did me dzelfy 
Alter dinner the Knight paſt in hunting. 


Baut his god⸗wife thought on another ing 


And thought that her purpoſe ſhould come f 
Incontinent foꝛ the Gardner ſhe ſend, 
Whom to ſhe ſaid, cut downe this tender tr 
That J thereof may make on haſtely, 
Agreat warme fire againffmy Lo2ds com 
He will with ſpeed come home from the bunf 
This day is ſow2e, ſo wonder ſharp and tal 
And as ve know he is f&ble and aid: = 
When he comes home that he ſhall not wan 
Thereloꝛe cut down, and pe ſhall haue von 
To whom he ſaid, laue pour pleaſure, Padt 
Cut we this tree, but doubt we ſhall get bly 
Foz pour huſband far better loues this tr 
Ten times oner, then all the trees here bei 
But not the le lle, Madame at your deſir e, 
Other fallen wad A ſhall get to make fi Ire 


I 2 oe @ >, — ww Oo wo == 
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— "Ts Mues Sages. 

gut, mpLo2d(quoth he) will and content,” 93 
18 y, (ſaid ſhe) cut downe incontinent. - 
X way this tree 1 will deffroy, | . 
wil put my maſter in great noy. = 
aring that he would not doe commands, 
rirdners are ſhe hint into her hand, 
oer tree ſhe cutted at the rot, 

om thencefo2th it ſhould neuer haue fruit; 
 ſernants the lamin home to beate, . 
husband thereof taking no feare. 


C 4 11 8 5 


ight at Euen ktom hunting comming hame, 5 


ache wild in fo2zeff with the tame. 2, 

fe him met, and ſaid, god ir, Y — 

wearie and wonder cold with aw. 

e to big a fire to pou therefoze, 

ke yon ch&rie and merie be the moꝛe, 

xe you Dame(Caid he) with all mine n 

zod cheare, then pe ſhall haue pour part. 
nhe came, and late downon a binke, 

the fire, and cride to get him dzinke, - 


in all haſte to him right ſone was Wh, 5 


reofdzankegladly while he god thought, 
neane time the (mell perceined he, 
poung plant and beit beloned tree, 


thecalls the Gardiner right ſune. . 1 


d, miſhant what halt thou to me done? 
perceiue my plant burne in the fire, 
de at me thou haft not lern d dinehire, 
my Loꝛzd, it istrue that £ nM 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Then ſaid the Knight, J know that canng 
Phat mine own Wife would doe ſuch thig 

Foz well the knew, that tree J loned beſt 

By twentie fold then J did all the reſt. 

Aknob ſhe would neuer conſent theretill, 4 

Becauſe ſhe knew, that it was not my will. 

She ſaid, god Lozd, Jcry pon here mertie, 

Foz it was J that cutted downe the tre: - 

Knowing right well, ye were wearie fo2aa | 

Cold, weake and tyꝛde, and god fire had we 

And J did it pour conrage torefreſh, ö 

To make pon blith, and to comfoꝛt pour fled 

That was the cauſe this fire J caulde on i 
Dnly fo2 yon, and fo2 none others ſake, , 4 

When the Knight heard it was the ſamin it 1 

Unto his wife he ſaid right angerlp, 7 

O wicked wife how durft thon be ſo bold, 

Wo cut the tre that Jon no wife wold: 

Should bene cut down fo2 great riches and { 

A make a bow you ſhall it ſozerepent, 

And knowing well J lou d it all the beff, : 

Von haue me made a fault right manifell: 
Mhen that ſhe ſaw her huſhand dilconten 

Then ſhe began to wepe and als lament, |: 

On fained ſoꝛt her ſelfe fo2 to excuſe, a 

At ſacklike time as women ofttimes does 

Sir, J did it foꝛ pour vbtilitie, [ 
And pou it take againe to crabbedly: : 
Foz ; bel&eu'd fo win therethzow god dil 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
that J doe ener fo2 the beit, 
tebard Iget ap readieſt, 
tather be burnt into a cole, 
foz god mind ſnch outrage foꝛ fo thole⸗ 
ſhe began to weepe and make mourning, 
tinent the Knight that perceaning, 
at ſhozt was moned with mercie, 
id, my jop, your mourning now let be, 
ecomming, ſæ that pon not me mone, 
pleaſure, noz hurt the thing J loue: 
foze beware the dates of pour lifetime, 
ener againe you commit ſuch a crime. 
this time, ſo J fo2gtue pou clene, © 
wepe no moꝛe, be ſtill and dzy pour eine: 
the next dap ſhe went to Church againe, 
r mother, whom of ſhe was right fane, 
Pome Pother(quoth ſhe) with heart and bicft. 
veli enough faith J may lone the Pzieſf, 
haue done, euen as pe counſell'd me, 
hands tut down his beſt beloued fre, 
ur co:nſell J did into all thing, | 
gabe taw, that J made ſuch mourning, 
richt me, and hath foꝛgiuen me quite: 
loze Mother, put me not in the wite, 
eit J laue the Pꝛieſt with all mine heart, 
god man he keepes me not a part. 
other ſaid, though old men once foꝛ gine, 
e comming after if pe them griene, 
will truely panſe the next fault againe, 
my it. perchance with donble paine. 
8 | * 2 


The ſeuen gages. 
My connf:li is tempt him another tide. - 
Alas mother{quoth the J map not bide: 
Fo? I ſuffer moze paine fo2 yonſame Priel 
Then {ca aſhow, oz thinke into my bꝛeſt, 
Appardone me iny (wet mother therefoꝛe, 6 
Ok pour connſeii now J will take no moze. 
Che mother laid, fo2 the lone pe ſhould hang | 
To me, becauſe mp coꝛſe did the conceaue: 
In mp bolome ag à babe did the beare. 
And foꝛ the bleſſing of thy father deare, 
In this behalfe yet tempthim once againe, ' 
If ye get quite, then J fo:gine pon plaine, 
To loue the Pꝛieſt, oz any that pe pleaſe. 
She laid, that tale to me doth great diſeaſe, | 
From mp pleaſnre fo2 to remaine ſo long, 
Foꝛloth mother, ye are farre in the wzong, 
Nenertheleſſe fo: my fathers bleſſing, 27" 
Pet once againe I ſhall him giue tempting, | 
Hob it ſhall be firſt ye muſt to me ſhow, | ; 
All the faſhion J pꝛap pon let mekrow. © 
Pour huſband hath (quoth ſhe) alittle jor nl 
Ye will not coſle foꝛ many marke and poul 
He loues ſo well, that nightly in his bed, 
He makes his conch, and with fine meat isf 
- With pour owne hands ſc pe the ſame hol 
Befoze his Eine: fo he map wit right well, 
This being done, be pe not pnnitht than 
Goe lone the P2ieff oꝛ any other man-' 
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ein Jgiue vou leaue, J ſhall vou neuer blamf, 1 
1 2.38 90 it be not fo your " great ſinne and ſham . 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
aid, mother, J will your counſell do, 
is pꝛelent what ye will charge me to: 
here is not a bairne J wotlinand, _ 
ine would keepe ol mine age the command, 
r parents, and now withautten ſkaith, 
lobfaine the bleſſing ol pon bait : 
ow mother, remember in your thought, 
our bleſſing, J doe elle would J nought: 
hen ſhe laid, my lwert mother, adew, 
t thought J haue, J pꝛap God if pe knetv, 
came ſhe home, and put off as ſhe might, 
longlome day while it came to the night: 
at Cuen commanded that her bed 15 
purpure clothes, and ſilke ſhonld he duerſpꝛed: 
y the ſeruants at her command haue done, 
coltly clothes the bed they ſpꝛed it lone. 
hen the bed Was thus at readie made, 
ittle hound thereon hath him down laid, 
3 cuſtome it was and confuetnde, + 
e god-wife knew well that he would dude, 
p the roſe with mind malitions, = 5 
hatefull heart, and vult right venemons, 
e hind heills this hound then ſhe did take, 
U his hairnes out on the wall ſhe ſtrake, 
8, What deuill doth this tike on our bed, | 
la rich, and all with ſilke ou'rſpzed. . 
1eK0ight-ſaw his little hound was flaine, © 
crabednes no wap he could refraine, : 
his wife with angry heart can ap, 
| ed-we ian ont III » g 1 a va "i 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Mob conld thou finde into thy cruell mind 4 
To llap the hound that to me was ſo kinds?! | 
And our all hounds with mine heart was 
O wicked wife, Pahound thine heart hath i 
To doe ſnich thing, and me to pꝛe increafe, * 1 
O curtt catine, woe to thy cruelnes. 4 
She laid, god-man, haue pe not right well 
How this foule tpke with his feet ſo bncleanf! 
Upon our bed hath lyen and fylde the lame, ; 
Pane you pleaſure thereof, oz any game, 
Fonle traiked tpkes vpon our bed to lie? 
Though pe pleaſe ſo, the ſame pet pleaſe not 
To ſpill our bed that is ſo p2ecions, 7 
Couer'd with clothes lo cleane and curious: 
With his foule fet new come out of the mitt 
A rather burnt the bed and all in fire. 
Then ſaid the Knight with an angrie n ö 
Rneb thou not well that J had great couralf 
Into a leich my hound foꝛ to ſe led, q 
a hundzeth times, then lying in my bed? 
A rather giuen all my hozſe where they ſand, 


©re pe had tane ſuch wicked ded in hand: 


Then when ſhe law the Knight ſo diſconte( | 


And in ſome part raiſed in matalent- 


Lo wepe and waile in allhaſte ſhe began, 
Saping, alas. that euer J knew a man, 4 
Fo2 when J was into my virgines flow 
A knewno thing of ſuch ſharp winter ſholl 
Foz any tike in this ſo2t to be thozed, a 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
v alledge that therein Joffend. 
beit my minde be euer true and god, 
uo thanke, thus ſhoztly J conclude. 
this old Knight perceining the great care, 
jng,mourning, with reuthkull heart and ſare, 
belen'd, he ſaid, let be ſuch thing. e 
t this time you make no moꝛe mourning: 
onpou bnder p2oteſfation, . 7 
ne comming pe make no ſuch occaſion, 
to moue to anger and fo pꝛe: - 
ſyedoeat ſometime J will tire. 
ob right well, ye cutted downe mytre, 
Wow atſhozt pe haue cauſde mine hound dle, 
ot iuchlike, J heartly pon defire, 
oe doe, no moze J can fozbeare: 
Wuniſh you foz all that is gone by, 
We bttermoſt, remember well lay 12 
eie beware, make me not diſcontent, 
uv no moe, and ſo to bed they went, 
the Pons at time bp ſone ſhe role, 
merie mind, and put on all her clothes, 
tothe Kirke, and ſo her mother met, 5 
ning well of her god lene to get, 
ne the Pꝛieſt, and fple herhnfbands bed, 
s God would, ſuch thing was nothing ſped. 
hallſed other as they thought to be done; 
n:alking together they fell lane: 3 
ald, mother, to long foz your requef, 
the lane fozl&ted ol the —_— 0 
WowJhane tempted mine hulband twiſe s 


The ſeuen Sages. 
Hanged be J when that J tempt him thꝛitt 
By your command a great thing A bauen 
By my conceat, many ſtages abone. 
Foz as pe bade I cutted down his tree. 
And now latelp Jcaulde his god hound ets 
And both theſe faults he hath foginen me qu 
Jn time comming to me ye put no wite: 
C!ith all my mind and heart within my bel 
In all god haſte J will goe lone the Pꝛieſl.) 
The mother laid, J pꝛap thee, daughter den 
With patience two words thou wouldftm 
At is well knowne with moe then Acan tell 0 
That ap old men are right flie and cruell: 
And will thinke on vpon faults done befozs} 
Powbeit ſome time they will not chide no 
Foz it is faid, and als right well J wat, 
That crueltie is ay 3 : | 
To eldering Knights that in pouth haue be 
Chen in their eild they turne to tray and tin 
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As thep in mind it 1120 in dilplealure: 
Bet my counſell therefoze J would thou dit] 
And thereafter I ſhall ther not fozbidz: 
| Roue where thou likes, oꝛ whom thou nn 
There is mine hand J hall the not rep208 
Pet tcmpt him once, as we can beſt den 
Fo2 it is ſaid, that all things thriues bu 
She aid. Pother, Sh pon talke ins 
Knew ve the thought and nightly burn 
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The ſeuen Sages, 

pte ye ould not take my confra-pare' 

pere, mother,a woman os Jam, 

at would ye lay ik ye wanted the game 

pfather, that nightly ve doe b2oke, 

anewlone but doubt ſone would ye loke, 
th all your pith the ſame ve would purchate, 
haue the ſame with all vour buſines: e 
thi; cate now put pour mind to reſft, 
love the Pꝛieſt god faith J thinke it belt. 
laid, daughter, foz the great pain e and cure; | 


d of thie that time when J the bure: 

fo: the fod thereof which that ther fed, 

x beſech, fple not thine huſbands bed. 
le the third time, J pꝛap th& him topzone, 


hon wilt hane my bleſſing and mp. loue, 
r me not this ſober ſmall petition, > 
\W 3 p2omile the here a ſure condition, 
Wl foztbſet and further thine intent, 

thy pleaſure and als intandemen 


7 


W "ener lay that thou haſt done amiſſe. 
wert denghter. J pꝛay thee grant me this, . 
an will dame my ble ſling on thy bones, 

neue J pay thee grant me once, © © 

edanghter faid, mothrr, J pon declare. 
emaſfer is to me lo ſad and lare, 5 
at Imap not ſolong abftaine therefra. 
nat che le lle lo inwardly ye pꝛap, 
the xceat charge firſt that pe ſay to me, 5 
"Yenagaine pe haue pzomitve true, 

Pals cace to further ſath my cauſe, 


. 


Ĩhͤpũle ſeuen Saves. | 
If had ned, the righteons God it knowes: 
_ Whereſozeſhew me the maner and the way, 
Yow J ſhall tempt him to the third effrap. -: 
The mother laid on Sunday next cummand, 
J know tight well the mind ol pour hulband: 
To haue vs all to dine is his intent, 
tth many friends, that none be there ablen 
With diuers moe god men of this citie, - | 
Then when pe are at all your Paieſtie, 
With all your meats well lerued at the table, 
At the bo2d-head to ſit ye are right able, 
A key pe ſhall into the bozdcloth knit, 
Which at your belt doth hing, not latting wil, 
Chat pe did ſo, but that it come on chance, ; 
 Hayingplainefozth with a fair countenance." 
Pe may percetue ſo fo2getfull a wife, 
As Jam now, J truſt be not on life. 4 
In my chalmer, my knife J haue fozget, ö 
Foꝛte J muſt riſe, the ſame againe to get: 
Then all ye riſe with a faird baſtilf , 
Ho man knowing where that pe knit yourky i 
So it being knit in the bozdcoth tal, 1 
Chen all the meat and table down pe ea 
On this faſhion all your meat ſhall be tp 
With diſpleaſare, and all pour napzie gilfrl 
Pe doing ſo, vnpuniſht ik pe be, 1 
To loue the Pꝛieſt faith here J make yon fi 
She laid, fo2 once your counſell ſhall J pzien 
But neuer againe, ſolong as I may line:-j 
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q The ſeuen Sages, 
bo either at other toke god night. 
n few dayes the feaſt was p2epared, 
indantly, and foz no coſt they ſpared, 
father, mother, and friends of honeffie 
very fide, were called there fo be. 
table couer d, and all ſet downe to dine, 
meat is come right delicate with wine: 
ing let as it could beſt effere- - 5 
god/ wife cride each man to make god chere: 
he boꝛd⸗head ſhe let her own ſelfe down, 
mother perceined well the faſhion, 
at her daughter would doe,right well ſhe knew, 
zning well the ſame that ſhe would rew, 
he god-wife a bonie lifle key, 
gat her belt, ſhe knit right quieflp2 
t none pertein d, noꝛ kneb her lie intent, 
thus ſhe ſaid to all that was pꝛelent, 
be wife, now may ye all perceaue, 
ny chamber mp knife foꝛgote J haue, _ 
ich {mult fetch, and with a faird vp2ole, 
with a tit toke with her the bo2dclothes, a 
fable tirred, and all the meat down flang. 
ſhe ſaid, faith now J haue done w2ong, 
ze repent that J ſo ſhoztly roſe, 88 
emeat is ſpilt and fplde are all the clothes. 
eBnights colour changed into his fate. 
milde foz ſcoꝛne that ſooccurr'd thecace; 
 ſuffred on'r with blith diſſimulance, 


treat his ghuelts with a fair conntenanc: Þ| 
ommandedanewtable ta be fett 


1 The ſeuen Sages. 
With new napꝛie and other courſes get, "1 
And pꝛapde his gueſts foꝛ to be blyth and glayj 
Yowbeit his table was recklefly down laid. 
Incontinent freſh meates was bꝛought ant Ih 
To new dinner With gladnes are they gone; 
"02 all things done, not moning him nothin 
nd to his wife an euill woꝛd not ſaping. 
Making god cheare to all the tompanie, 
Mith merines welcomming them gladly, 
But her mother knowing well the intent 5 
Df her daughter, was wonder dilcontent. 
The dinner done they thanked all the Knight 
And als his wife, and bade them both god mg 
Dn the next moꝛne the night he earelproſgg} 
In name ot God, firſt to the Birke he goes. 
And alter he had his devotion done, 
To a Barbour but tary he paſt ſone, 
Daying, Baſter, ye are godly expert. 
In blood. letting, oz inſight in that art? 

De ſaid, god fir, Jam expert frnely,, , 

Ok euerp veine within amans body, 
Iknob right well, oz pet into a woman. = 

In dꝛawing blod thereof great craft J can, 
Then laid the Knight, thereofJ am content, 
Come on with me, and pe ſhall haue payme . 
Do the Barbour home with the knight he u. a 
And by the way he told him his intent: 
And ſo they came vnto the Knights ludging, 
ii Quere bis wie lay ſone they got entering, 
5: {:1 Pefaid, god Dame, get vp, fa ye muſt riß 


| 


The ieuen Sages. 

\ ſhe, god fir, kozloth it's not the guiſe, 
ne toriſe, fay pe that fo2 a mocke? 
carſe pet nine houres of the clocke. | 
(aid the Knight, riſe bp foz pour own gad, | 
th the armes ye mull be letten bod. 

(0, god ſir, inte my mother me bare, 
of me was latten neuer mare: | 

w thereof ſince J want conſuefnde, 

no will foz to be latten blod. 8 
ſaid the Knight, fozſoth pe are the war, 

you blod ſo long that pe defer: 

ie pe not on what fault pe haue made me > 
pe hew'd down my noble plant and fre. 

h ve knew well that J low'd all the beſt, 
en pe know how that mine hound pe det, 
ſerday our friends being pꝛelent, 
"W table ſo cruelly me ſhent: 
tte that ve doe the fourth wzang, 
Iluetude and bſe fo will pe gang. 
In chozt time pe ſhall me ſo conſtraine, 
er ſhame that J cannot refraine 5 
e fror: ſhame, without J find remead. 
Wind well ſome fault is in pour head, 
apc blod, that muſt be letten out, 

ls wild blod in pour bodp but doubt⸗ 

fcomthencefo2th pe ſhall no moze beare blame, 

anger me, noꝛ vet put me to ſhame: 7 

ulde leruantg bnt any moze abade, 
2 a great fire ts be made. 


was” that, the thought —— . 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Into that fire {oz to be burnt to dead, 
Then cride ſhe lond, foꝛ Gods grate grantmy 
And A pzomile you one thing faithfully, 
An all mp dayes I ſhall yon neuer aricue, 
So this one time that pe will me reliene, 
And haue pitie, Jgrant I did freſpaſſe: 
KF herefoze god fir, mercy at pou J aske. 
Then laid the Knight by him that mercy mats 
Streatch pe not fw2th your arme but moze ah 
Where J intend of your blod to haue part, 
I ſhall haue all the heart⸗blod at your. hart. 
To the Barbour alſo he ſaid in plaine, 
Ste that pe cut a great hole in the veine,  '; 
Oꝛ by Saint George the ſame thing pe tally 
Foz your reward, that ſhe ſhould now receaw 
The Barbour ſ&inghe gote ſo loꝛe a charge, 
He made a wound that was both derpe and in 
On that one arme while that the blod ran del 
Abundantlp and with great effuſton: | 
Mhich foꝛ to ſtanch the Knight would nothinf 
But rather bade moꝛe larger make the hole, 
Unto the time he ſaw her change colour, 
That wound to kanch he charged the Barbe 
And bede him ffrike into that other arme, 
Als great a wound whereof he thought noh 
She lain, huſband, haue mercy now on me, 
I am ſo \weake, J truſt ſhoꝛtlv to die. 5 
Then laid the Knight. pe ſhould haue though 
Once twile, and th2iſe, when pe committed 


1 1 Which cauleth me right loꝛe againſt my Wi 


The ſeuen Sages. 
ir wild blod lo much to ſ& pon ſpill, 
fore you he lines not vpon life. . 
would haue dzawne ſo much blood of my wait, The 
t my ſcife thereto had ginen conſentt 
dubt that one of bs ſhould ſoze repent: 
tthis time pour own light wilfnlnes, 
canſed me on this maner pon dꝛeſſe: 
t haue done ſuch wicked turnes tht, 
fo;e but doubt now puniſht thou mult be. 
the Barbour taulde be lay fozth on b2&d, 
other arme that he might cauſe her bled: 
When he ffrake bpon that other fide, . 
Mer arme a wound both depe and wide: 
that the blod abundantly randoun, 
all beleeu'd that ſhe ſhould fall in ſwonn. 
3H a weake boyce ſhe cride right piteouſlit. 
pet huſband haue pitie now on me, 
belenue betauſe J am pour Wife, 
vet not that J chould loſe mp life. 
laid the Knight to the Barbour againe, 
ke it beſt that ye now ſfanchyon veine, 
1 pꝛelently no moꝛe pe let it bleed. 
Barbour ſaid, ſo ſhall J fir indeꝛd⸗ OTIS 
being done. the Knight he gaue command. 
 (ernants that they ſhould lone fra hand 
er in bed, that ſhe may get ſome reſt. 
Barbour ſaid, god fir, I thſnke it beit, 
_ he her remember in her mind, 
me bygone how ill ſhe was inclinde, 


« amend, 92 ] heght — — 


The ſeuen capes, 3 
Doe pe not ſo Jſhall ſ& pour heart blod. 1 
Then the Barbour at this god reg 
KReteiu d his wage, and at him toke god 
Chen the leruants in minde they Nan 
Their obone huſie to put her to ſome reſt: 
So in her bed they happed her eafilie, 1 
When they beleru d nothing but her to dier 1 
She being laid ſoftly into her bed * 
Meauie at heart, right faint and all barbie e 
A dameſell ſhe bade in all the haſte, 1 
Fetcht her mother ere ſhe perlded the Ghaith 
Who in all haſte that to her mother told: 
Pour daughter ſone the ſpirit ſhe will vpyali N 
Ik ve come not J ſap to vou truelie. Y "i 
She is ſo faint, we traw all ſhe ſhall die: 
Then the mother inquired ſecretlie, 2 
What was the canſe of her infirmitie, 
The Dameſell to her the faſſion laid. 
MMhereok the mother was both blyth and glad 
That her daughter ſo trimlie was cozreced! 
Dowbelit that ſhe the ſamin not ſuſpected: * 
Do on the came vntoher daughters plate, 
Lo conſider the kaſſion and the cace: = 
And afſone as ſhe heard her mother peake, 
My ſweet mother, ſaid ſhe J pou beſæcke. 
fo ſet you downe and reſt at my bed- head, 
oz Tbelene nothing but Sabo dead. 
Ok my bodie ſo much blod J haue bled, * 5 
That Jon kozce behooned to take bed, 
: ' 8 | 1 _— verie wits and fesblenes of blood 


| The ſeuen Sages, 
my like A trow to be denudeG. 
nother ſaid, Py wert daughter and deare, 
you not a wozd was not in warre, 
ap old men was ſharp and bitter fell, 
ontragious, deſpitefull and cruell. 
eit lometime a fault they map ou rler: 
MF the laſt they would it puniſh hie. 
Wughter now, a queſtion J will ſpeare, 
eit ye be right weake and ling here: 
Nrethe trueth, and open to me your bꝛealt, 
\Wne comming if pe will lone the Pꝛieſt? 
aid againe, Pother, alas let be, 
us ſhame take all the Pz1effs fo2 me, 
Hiab vengeance of the great God aboue, 
nell them all, ere J one of them loue: 
Wine huſband that is both dears and (wet, 
is no man in woz)d foꝛ me ſo met, 
other ſaid, why ſhould ye haue deſpite, 
poe Pzieſt, o2 gine him any wite > 
blue vour minde he neuer knew, 
In uch cale he did you not perſew, 
well J know, what thing was taulde you dude, 
MWoantonnes and abundance of blod, 
hJbeleene at this time now pe want, 
e behon'd haue ſome thing vou to dant. 
et ſaid ſhe, J pꝛay vou let me reſt, 
eall men mine huſband J thinke beſk. 
Halter then laid to the Emperour, 
jane pe tane this tale well in o2der, 
0nlidzed thereof the wozall ſenſe, 
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The ſeuen Sages. i 
The Emperour ſaid, Pafter, bymy conſe 
Atisthe belt, and very liefull tale, » 
K That J haue heard this many ye&re but fal. 
To her huſband the did ſhzewd tur nes the: M” 
Firffſhe cutted this noble tender tre, . 
Then flew his hound, which was but a dum 
And then thirdly milfaſhioned all his feaſt: W! 
It he had tholde the fourth foz to bene done, M" 
It ſhould haue bzoughthim to confuſion ſan, 
The Paſſer ſaid, J counſell yon herefoze, 
Loke to pour Wife, gine her credence no mar 
Slap ye your ſonne(fo2 her woꝛds) bnoffendglf 
Pe ſhall foꝛthinke when pe tan not amend it. Mi 
The Emperour ſaid, {ſay to yon truelie, 
My ſonne this day fo2 pour ſake ſhall not die. A 
The Paſter ſaid, Jthanke pour noble Grace n 


if 


| That foz my lake hath pardonde him ſuch ſp; 
So take his leue, as could him well eff&ere, 


e 4 And ſo home ward to his owne houſe could ade 
Nßn Erewepzoced now» to the Empzice tale, Ie 
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YE may perceaue now by this tale, Nn 
Good counſell is of great auale: | 
Who that will take it well in head: TT 
From vice to vertue it ſhall him led. a. 
And ay be rulde with a good reede, 0 
This is forſooth but falle, „ 
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Good counſell isa pretious thing, 8%! 


vs LA GA - 


The ſeuen Sages, 


to Emperour or King, 

ill thing for to goe wrang, 

ing nor Emperour neuer rang, 
frhey want good counſell lang, 
rule they ſhall not ring. 
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Igreat perils it ſets aſide, 

wiidomeirdoth all prouide: 
grants to all degrees, 

any ſo faſt from it flees, 

they beſet vpon their knees, 

haue no grace to guide, 


his young woman had ſore offended, 
mother had condeſcended, 
rrdaughters vnwiſe conceat, 

 W contrare ſhe made debate, 

 Wauſde her goe another gate, 

counſell fo defended, 


be mother was great to allow, 
eꝛuſde her daughter to her bow, 
ugh good counſell once twiſe and thriſe. 
, Daughter, ſee thou be wile, 
not in hand ſuch enterpriſe, 
t thou it avow. 


And ſo by counſell of her Dame, 

ontinued her glaiked game, 

beit ſhe rang in ramping rage, 

(counſel cauſde hex to aſſwage, 
e chat the Barbour for his wage 
eher meeke as a Lambe. 


Aye rot but it was deſpite, 


The ſeuen 51pes. 
Pirft cut the tree, the hound to ſmite, 
Then caſt the table ſo reckleſlie, 
How can ſhe well excuſed be, 
She Was witeleſſe z little wie, 
Wantonnes had the wite, 


And heat of blood was abundant, 
Whereof ſome part ſhe might well want: 
Her husband then tooke well in hand, 
How he thereof ſhould get remead: 
Where hate blood was he laid cold Lead, 
And this wile c ould her dant. 


So when her mother came to ſee, 
Whether it ſhe would liue or die: 

Who ſaid, Daughter for my requeſt, 
Now lay thine hand on thine owne breſt, 
And ſee if thou wilt loue the prieft, 
Ceaſe, mother, let that be, 


For had not bene your good counſell, 
But recure I had ſhamde my ſelfe, 
And as ye know, I was right thra, 
For all your ſaw es to come therefra, 
Now thankes to God it is not ſo, 
Good counſell beares the bell. 


The Prieſt of all this was witeleſſe, 
Of my bawdrie and bruckelnes, 
For he thereof neuer thing knew, 
Nor | to him not ſuch thing ſhew, 
But was in purpoſe to perſew, 
| Therefore he was ſakeleſſe. 
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1 | Young women herefore in your flowres, 


; The ſeuen Sapes, 
8 gh ye thinke pride of paramours: 
here example howlT am, 
ſetaſide ſuch lawleſſe game, 
e ſhall ſore repent the ſame, 
me was mine as youres. 


1 4 


Im 
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ye old men that are come to age, 
99 women into mariage, 
nner is for you meer, 
Fare wancon and full oſ heat, 
du is ſowre that they thinke ſWeet, 
nt to get for wage. 
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Therefore in time ye ſhould correctthem, 
au and labour ye ſhould breake them. 
gem not brawle on euery biake, 

ye brew ſo ſhall ye drinke: 

ance haue matter to forthink@, 

great cauſe to ſuſpect them. 


To this talking ye ſhould take tent, 
fer ward ye ſhall repent. 

n ye are made John Thomſont man, 
hallye brawl, then ſhall ye ban, 
when remead none findeyecan, 

Wl with ſhame ouerſhent. 


low are ye warnde, I bid adew, 
re too good Where we are trew, 
ſe is too few is Faithfull found, 
E cuts the tree, ſome kills the hound, 
cats he table to the ground, 
Nu chat Irew. 


The ſeuen Sages. 


A praiſe to the fourth Doctor. 1 
Aude, honour, praiſe & thanks an hund 
Lo thee Doctour, for the tale thou haſte 
That ſaued hath the childes life for a day, 
And quenched hath the Emperours boaſt {oh 
In great malice: Who that but mercie wold 
His owne ſonne ſlaine, but thou him cauſde{; 
N quicke feind doth all that euer ſi 
To haue bim ſlaine, but we ſhall all defy hen 
Within few dayes, on red warre we ſhall erybe 


The fifth tale of the Emprice, 
He Empꝛite hearing the childe pet wasn ai 
A new conceat then toke ſhe in her head: Nl 
Thꝛongh all the town cauſde (ein ſundzy aich! 
The carriage hoꝛſe that would dzaw waines b 
And filled the ſame with enery ſo2t of geare, Mit 
Her oznaments and clothes that ſhe ſhould een 
Made her to paſſe vnto her father hame, MF 
Daving ſhe would no longer thole ſuch ame, Wie 
"x As the daplydid that all man might (@, fel 
And thereupon could not renenged be: ue 
n Wherefoze the would at her father ſcke mend 
M WMhom on ſhe laid all her hope cl&ne depends 
l, Mheſernantsſo perteining her intent, * 
To the Emperour they ſhelw incontinent: 
Qu ho patt in hafte to her but moze pꝛoceſſe, 
e Inquirdethe cauſe ot all ſuch buſine : 
WE” 31 Where make ve to, o2 whether will pe goe i 


8 — 


The ſeuen Sages, 

is the taule that you are moued ſo? 
ayes, J will but any moze delay, 

yfather the hie gate make the way, 
re J map haue both ſolace, mirth and game, 
now J haue the contrare of the ſame. 
efoze Jmuſt perſue where J may get it, 
t this time pe caule me not» fo2get it. 
emperour laid, will ye get moze ſolace, 
Wide with me? J frow into no place: 
I had hope there was no man on like. 
better loud then J with his owne wife, 
SJ perceine the very cleane contraire. 
bownes awap in other place to fare. 
aid, my Lo2d, fo2 that cauſe J depart, 
W lone pou with ſo perfect an hart, 
Jrather of pour death to heare fell, 
be pꝛelent, and fo2 to ſ&'t my ſell. 
War Paſters pe fake far moze delite, 
are their tales all told in my deſpiſe, 
A am quite put foꝛth of pour credence, 
Ine to them ſnch inward attendance: 
efoze it hall chance vou ere all be gane. 

wozle then did vnto Octaviane: 

h this Gmpire, as pe now p2eſently 

fo; to guide, and died in milerie. 

vas lo kalle, and als ſo couetous, 

his ſubiecs held him ſo odious: 

were conffrainde foꝛ his greatfalfitie, 
ird him quicke fo2 all his dignitie, 
Kut each man ſo couetous did him hold, 
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The ſenen Sages. 
They veathis mouth kull of hote melfed gy, 
To whom(quothhe)let not ſuch thing be ſaid, 
That of falſet the blame to me be laid: 
She ſaid, but doubt the blame lyes all on yet 
Foz dap by day all time pe cauſe me frow,. 
Pour ſonne ſhould die, and pet he liuing is, 
And well ve kaow that he did a great mis, 
Therekoꝛe belcue that euermoꝛe from hence, 
In that behalfe Jgiue vou no credence, | 
The Emperour ſaid, it becommeth not a King 
Without: counſell to diſcuſſe every thing, 
And in ſpeciall fo2 to giue iudgement, 
On mine owne ſonne without god auiſemen 
Therefoꝛe Madame, J pꝛap you hartfully, - 
Chat pe would ſhew ſome example to me, 
Mherthꝛough J map mp Realme with wilden 
And to my ſelke an coſie life pꝛonide. 
he ſaid, J will a ſtozie to pou ſhow, 4 
Wherebp pe may well and perfectly know, _ 
To rule pour Realme and hold pour ſelfe perfl 
So pe Will make you of the ſeuen Maſters qu 
Df their counſell yon are to covetong, 
And of their tales you are fwdefirons: 
Pet not the leſſe my tale fo2th ſhall J ſap, 
And if pe pleaſe, the lentence beare away. 


Ekoꝛe our dapes there was both heard an 
Kings ECmperours into this tolone hall 

Among the reſt, J remember on ane, $ 1 io 
| Thich was called 4 name Octaviane, 


The ſenen Sages 
ouetous as he was to win gold, 
er read one foꝛmed on the mold. 
citizens that time as J heard ſay, 

My had great warres with all about themlap, 
au nations right cruelly they danted, 

Were they tribute oꝛ any manred wanted: 
ee that it come to ſuch hote point of were, 

Kt all nations in their contrare did lgere. 

Hat meane time there was a maſter clarks, 
Neuling in Rome right cunning in his warke, 
Med Virzill, the which in Arithmeticke 

as ſo ſlie that no man was found ſik. 

citizens this Clarke thep did require: 
the would wozke and win from them god hire, 
ind ſome wap by his craft and cunninng, 

s ingraue ſome image oz (nch thing, 

Dis pꝛadicke, ingine o2 induſtrie, 

lle Science, oz yet Necromancte, 

Nerebp that they might haue perfect knowledge, 
nn enemies to warfare made bopage, - | 
fo eſchew from all aduerſitie, 

Yet kozward their own p2oſperitie: 
Pereby they might pꝛouide their purnepancs, 
od az ill whether that it did chance. 
Citizens then with this cunning Clarke, 

e an accozd, and ſo fell to his warke: 

in the town he builded bp a fone, = 
great height, and als of great valour, 

IJ {et bpon the lamine tow2es head, 


images of Tin, of Bzalſe, and Lead: _ —_ 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
A great number by their owne delcriptions, 
As many as in the wo21d Regions. 5 
In the mids ofthat lamin Towz2e of height, 
A great image he ſet fo all mens ſight: 
And in the hand it bare a golden ball, 
As it ſhonld bene the maſter of them all, 
And eachone of the reſt had by.them ſell, 
Into their hand alittle ringing bell: 
And turn d their face to the lame Region, 
To them aſſign'd, and toke dominion: 
Ik anp Realme and Region bp would riſe, 
In conkrare Rome, or rebell any wiſe, 
Then that image to anp each Region 
It had reſpect oz pet dominion, 
Mould moue the fate, and alſo ring the ben. 
And them to warne it would not faile to tell. 
Then the Romanes ere anp foes wilt: 
That rebellion thep role fo2 to reſiſt, 
And armed them in all the feates of were, 
As them became, oz to them could effeere. 
And ſo ſmall land there was in Chriſtendome, 
But by that way was made ſubiect to Rome, 
Wherethzough they wan great wozſhip and bi 
Dur all the wozld they were calde Conquerail 
This being done, this noble cunning Clarke 
In Romes toun he made another warke, - : 
Which was a fire continually burning, 
Both night and dap, and neuer had ſlockning. | 
To the people, being a great comfozt, ; 
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| The ſeuen Sages, 

K vathing Fats he made within the foun, 
e Commontie great conſolatioun. 
ane was cold, p2eparde foz Summer ſcaſon, 
ther hote foz Winter, which was reaſon: 
man his body would refreſh, 
eto the one, therewith he might him wethe 

Hirt theſe bathes and this continnall light, 

ige made of great ſtature and height, 

uch ingine ſo long as there it od. 

fte honld burne, and als the bathes doe god. 
Whoſe fozehead was waitten with letters fine, 
'K ftrikes me downe great treaſure they ſhall tine, 
moꝛe attour it map fall ſnch a chance, 
nthep haue done to take a great vengeance, 
; image was made with ſuch craftines, 
Wie that it ſioÞ and tholed no diſtreile, 
are laſted, and neuer moze went out, 
two bathes ſfod in their own ply but doubt, 
Wie at the laſt a cunning Clarke paſt by, 
this image perfectly could eſpp, 

BUltiting read, and to himſelfe he laid, 
it like bengeance can on a man be laid, 

hat treaſure may any man nob tine, 

nt firikes thee down, o2 puts thee tornne? 

ÞW Iveleue rather hid that there be, 

Per thy feet ſome great ſummes of money, 
{rich tewells ofgold, o2 ſome treaſure, 
(thou art lo ſet vp with ſuch honour: 

I bciene, and is theliklieff, 
Sf oatlhozt that image down he belt, 


The ſeuen Sages. 

To that effect ſome treaſure to obfene: © + 
But none he gote, becauſe none there hay 
But ſo ſone as that image fell but doubt, | 
Incontinent the fire was quenched ont, 

The bathes two were baniſht out of night | 
Did neuer god, no2 alter had no might. 

The poꝛe people hereof was verp ſozie, 

That thep were ſo deſtitute of glozie: 
Both of their bathes, and of their laſting 1 gt 
Which to them did great comfozt dap and nig s 
Saping echone with loud voyce fo the alre, 1. 
Curſt mot he be foz now and euermaire, 
That vs ſo quite of comfozthath made lane, 
That we lo long in conſuefude haue bene, 

Foz his pleaſure and pꝛollte ſingulare. 

Moe be to him with ſturt and m&kle care, 
Pet not the leſſe there treaſure gote he none, 
And our pleaſure all quite away is gone: 

In this meane time was liuing Rings tha, 
To whom Romanes had done great vbillanie, 
By great murther and malice them moleſt, 
Mith cruell warres and llaughter them oppz> 
On whom thep would right faine reuenged de 
So to counſell theſe tha Kings did tonnen, 
With their Barouns, their Lozds and their! 
And other men of great wildome and mights, 
Dow that they might on Rome reuenged be, 
Foz theirfl inghter and their great villanie, ; 
$85 14. Unto them donein diners times bywentf, i 

1 Wi oy And could no dhe on them Let aſtichment. 
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ze ſeuen Sages. 
diners dayes they had at counſell bene, 
akthem laid , this auailes not a pꝛœne: 
might is far aboue all our puiſſance, 
:e we think ſome other conneyance, 
juſt attempt, and new conceats conſider, 
June let all our Wits now goe together, 
cure old Knights that was of counſellgod, 
e theſe Kings and Lo2ds bp they flood: 
Bi theſe wo2ds, we thinke we wazke in baine» 
f matfer ſo long foz to remaine: 
neth it is, while their great towze bpſfands, 
images and bells into their hands, 
Rh warnes them when any Region will riſe, 
it tontrare then paſſe they to deniſe, 
ad therefoze, what land againſt them ſfeeres, 
Yall defence and cruell feat of weeres, 
Wemuſt run bpon an other bozd, 
w the deepe, and caſt vs to the fo2d, 
laid the Kings, what thinke pe beſt fo doe: 
they, pleaſe pe our connſell to ſtand to: 
Wat ye will thereon to make the coffe, 
Wall you pleaſe, oz els our heads be loft. 
aid the Kings, fo2 coffe doe ye not ſpare, 
foe veſhall be anſwered, and far mare. 
laid the Knights, the matter ſtand eth thus, 
une ye know is couetous, 
MWioveth gold ve know. aboue meaſures 
te he mult be blinded with treaſure. 
Mivitofgold will make him ſoinclind, 
JF our lawes, he hath gold ſo in minde, = 
th — Backed 
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The ſeuen Sages. 

Packed full well foure punſhions to the ben, 
Pe mult furniſh of coined gold ſo red: 
With god connop and oꝛderlp expenſe, 
While that we get the Emperours pzeſence, 

This being done, get ye not your intent, 
We ſhall all foure tine lives, lands and rents 
The King ſaid. goe to, it ſhall be dones2 
They made fo2ward, the gold was gotten (ow f 
Foure full punſhions ofgold that was ſo big 
To Romes town they bꝛought within the nig 
Yo man knowing what there within was clole 


To their purpoſe when they thought them dif 1 


Theſe foure pnnſhions into foure ſundzie ai 
In Romes town they hid at diners parts: 
Same in full-ſeas, in dꝛaw Wells, and in ditt 


Low in the earth, and ſome they ſanke in ſikes, 
This being done, they came in right quietly, ' 
To their Hoſtage, and lap down pꝛiuilp, 
And on the mozne at time of day thep roſe, I 
With god intent, and to the Palace goes: 
And ſo beliue as they paſt vp the ſkreet, 
It chanced them the Emperour foz to merkt: 
They hailſcd him with renerence as effered, . 
Againe at them right patiently he ſpered, 
From whence they came, oz what ſernice coli 
To what Science they were moſt able to: 
Who anſwered him info their beſt maner. 
From far countries to your Grace commedBl 
Me are Spa-men. ſothſapers, and diuiners 
1 vour 2 and als pour connſelld 
can diſcullc 1Þ14; lid d:Mu ſnd: 1y 


The ſeuen Sages. 
al thcreofthe trueth and veritie: 
| hid geare that is put out of ſight, 
mit find, and thereto goe at right. 
own d2eames, our crafts and als ingine : 
ah it were hid a thouſand yere ſine, 


ze haue heard that pour Grace hath plealure, 


hbchalfes, and therein taketh cure. 
fyour Grace at vs will ſuch require, 
re readie to fulfill pour deſire, 

v oz night into all kind of ſozt, 


heart and mind pour Grace fo2 to comfozf. 


Emperour then conſidering in his mind, 
YM theſe foure men to ſuch things was inclind, 
ew right well that into Romes ctfte, 
Fiſummes ok gold was hid right quietly: 
Meek he could get no perkec knowledge, 
lach men as theſe he had in wage: 
Wuetice and greedines of geare, 

ecredence which all men ſhould fozbeare, 


Wed his thonght, and cauſde his wits ſurney,. 


Ne him to lone to their bidding obep, 

Woatſhozt the Emperour is agreed, 

theſe foure men and faithfully them ker d. 
n to he ſaid, god ſirs, J will you pzone, 

ve be tuch men foz mp behoue, 

baue laid, ve ſhall haue god reward, 

; one of you but doubt ſhall be a Laird: 

ntered with thanks into minehouſe: 
W'5 myLo2ds with gifts full glozious. 
We (aid againe, and pleaſe your Paieſtie, 
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Ihe ſeuen Sages, 
No moze reward at pour Grace tou 
But the one halfe of it we doe obtern 
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T' hele toure keff them with the Emperont ii 
The eldeſt ſaid, and pleaſe vour noble Gra 
QD o paſſe with vs, and we ſhall ſhew the pl 
WMQ yhere that a Tun ok red gold lies hid. 
The Emperdur ſaid, J will doe as ve bid: 
85. Uh . Then haily they came onto the place, en 


The ſeuen Sages, 
cf laid, and pleaſe your noble Grace, 
helene there is of gold ſo cleare, . 
.n{trakefull in this place lyinghere, 
ſomp dꝛeame fozloth vntopontſhew, 
doubt not, but we Czall find it trew, 
thep all foure todelne they toke inhand. 
phe ſaid, right ſo the gold thep fand: 
+ gold befoze into that ſamin place © | 
lelnes had hid agoe, but aſhozt ſpace, 
ot the ic fle the Emperours fantafle, 
yd they had found the golde in veritie. 
ch when he (aw, he was right wonger glad. 
merie cheare bnto the koure he raid, 
is 10495 gold the one halle pe call haue, 9 
other halfe J ſhall cauſe to receiue. 
next dꝛeamer laid to the Emperour, 
falls to me, ik it be pour plealure. 
uh about fo dzeame if tan find, 
0:2 gold, if ſome be left behind. 


Emperonr la. God ſend ponſach furdzance, 1 


1s lame dap po r bꝛother gote by chance. 


ert night tame, ud likewiſe did the day,” X _ ,. 
next Dꝛeamer to the Emperour can 1 3 ⁊.2 1 


Ncomiozt, and ik it pleaſe your Grace, 
night J dꝛeam d of moze gold in a plate; - 


ich in ſhozt time yonr noble Grace: ſhall = 5 F | 1 


Sodwilling the ſame ſhall to por wow, 
lhe did, whereofhe was right-blith, 
bn to gladly the Emperonr ſaid full (with, - 


Kepour one barten I 1 taks — _ MEHR 
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The ſeuen Sages. | 
Jod pe haue done aſwell as div pour bother, 
So did the third on the (amine likewiſe, + 
Alſwa the fourth toke that ſame enterpꝛile, 
Cach one of them found te the Emperour, 
A Tun of gold with riches and treaſure, 
They cauſve the King to them gine confidence, hir 
As they had found the gold by their ſcience, rc 
Themlelues did hide that gold vnder the ara 
And cauſde all trow the lame that they had fn 
Th Emperour ſo with gold he was beguilde, r 
And with their flight and ſciente was ov'rfildy, 
Notwithſtanding the one halle he them gaue, 
No wiſe truſting that they ſhould him deceang 
And when either of them had tane their part, 
The Gmperour was right iocund in his heart: 
He them aduant d, and ſaid they were moſt in 
Oklothlapers that ener pet he knew, 
And moſt expert into their owne Science, 
ini That euer was by his intelligence. 
i Tyep perceiving tye Emperonr was confenl, 
TE 47. Of their doings, thep laid with one conſent, -If 
My Lo2d, we haue each one our night abont, 
Dꝛeamed our dꝛeames, which pe haue heard! 
Df verp tructh, and haue pzoned indeed: 
Pet kurthermoꝛe pe will thole vs pzoceed, 
T hat we all foure together dꝛeame this night, re 
So ſhall our dꝛeame haue the mo2e ſtrength (l 
We truſt if there within this citie be, 
Any hid gold, great iewells oz money: 
We chan it baue by our dzeames and inginz 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
nah it were hid a thouſand yeres ſeit ſine : 
ti2oogh pour Grace ſhal be enrich'd with gold, 
pur compare ſhall not be in the Mold, 
ve doubt not, but right well bnderftands, 
there is gold ten thouland ofthouſands, 
in the walles hid of this ſame citie, | 
of but doubt god knowledge get ſhali we. 
WCmperonr ſaid, goe to, J am content, 
hat pe finde where there is gold and rent. 
Woke god-night all foure, and laid, ade bw, 
Wit themſelues was none their minds knew: 
the moꝛne appꝛoaching the ninth honre, 
tame all fonre befoze the Emperour, 
om ts they laid with godly countenance, 
oꝛd, be blith, fo2 we haue god fithance? 
ve all foure haue d2camed this ſamine night, 
our lleepe we haue lerne luch a ſight, 
urning gold lo wonder great plentie, 
nuch at once J trow few ſaw with epe, 
Nye luffer the lamine to be ſonght, 
Wour pꝛofite but ap it ſhall be bought: 
W' hall ve haue ok gold ſuch abundance, 
tall the woꝛld foz gold ſhall you auance. 
FW: oceat towze (quoth thep hint the ground 
ths riches ok gold is to be found. 
| omperour laid, the great God me defend, 
ch a wazke thatJ neuer intend, . 
| tie towze where that the image ſtands. 
to put down With any mans hands, Po 
0 was builded by Clarkes 0 bonnteons, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
o done © elk of fummes ſol umptedus, 


Alsw ar nes vs by their (mall bells ringing, / 
Df enemies ik they be vpꝛiling, 0 
Df all negioys either by far oz nere, 7 
If they pꝛetend againſt vs to make bare: 
Thercloze can bp no wap glue co: ſent, 
To f6re that towe foꝛ anvgo!d oz rent. 
They aid, muy £020, haue vr not found all tre 
That we all fonrc in any lo: you ew. 
Vc laid, our wit and Scicute J commend, 
And als pour frncih therein 4 ball defend, 
Alſo pour craft, eur lalotie and honour, 
Wut J cannot conſent to touch the towee, 
Which is to bs great conſolation, 
I will not thole no wiſe to put it down, 
| Teber aid, my L020, will pe giue bs credene, 
&:ith our obne hands, and on our owne em 
wo e thall not faile fo obtcine the treaſure, 
And in no ſoꝛt thereby to hurt the Tobe, 
Noꝛ images, no2 pet the bells that rings, 
To ſane all ſuch we can doe ſund2te things, 
We ſhall doe it ſo quictlp in the night, 
None but we koure thercok ſhall get a ſight. 
It it be done on daylight patently, 
The people then ſhould erp ont openly, |: 
And rumonr riſe out th2orgh the whole Reg 
That ye fo2 gold ſhauld the great fowze bzeal 
We ſhall ſe wozke, that neither ground no 
WEz2 #8; Shallthole diftreſſe, oz pet take diſpleaſure. .,; 
I 8 | bl; The 222 land when all folkes area 


GY 


The ſeuen Sages, 
ade the gold goe doe as pe thinke beſt, 
7 the mozne ſhall come and viſie you, 
zt gold ye get, and where pe woke and hob, 
there my ring fo a token erpzcſle, 
lin the tow2e that pe get glad entreſle: 
: (oure came on at Euen when it was late, 
the tobe they maße the neereſt gate: 
W the Captaine, the ring vnto him ſhew: 
WM: (aid to them, the ring right well he knebw, 
them inguirde what was their great credence, 
they him ſhew the whole tale and ſentence: 
Io at ſhoꝛt theſe koure fell to labour, 
pie and howke, and bndermine the fow2e, 
le it had neither power, ſfrength noz might, 
hin the dapes vnkalne to ſkand vpꝛight. 
s being done, on the third moꝛne ere dap, 
I" leapt on hoꝛſe, and pzintly ſtale awap, 
theic own land with great blithnes and toy, 
ſtfound the caff that great towꝛe to deffrap: 
ere hep Wan fo2 th of ſight off the town: 
o lod all foure, and ſaw the tow2e fall dobon: 
ite mozne when all folke did vpaiſe, 
aw the towꝛe was kalne on ſuch a wiſe, 
denatours thereof they tote diſcomfozt, 
0the Emperour the faſhion could repozt. 
lald, god Lozd, how hath occurr'd this tate, 
auc great towze is falne in ſo ſhoꝛt ſpace 2 
daply was our Match, and comfozting, 
ite my foes, and made bs ay warning. 
W"iwerde them, to me there came koure men, 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
UWihon of befeze IJneuer did them ken, 
And tew to me that thep were Hothſayert, 
Wut naw J le that they are great decetnerg, 
And (ware fo2 trueth, and alſo to me ſhew, 
y their dreaming where gold was hid, they 
And taulde me trow within the towzes groun 
A thouſand mulien af red gold ſhould be kaum 
And not hurting the towze no2 pet image, 
To doe the lame J gane them godly wage, 
And lo to them J gaue fo great credence, 
Whereth2oagh is kalne great inconucnience, 
Thep anſwer'd him, fo2 his great conetice, 
Pour greevdines, and burning auarice, 
And fo? pour loue to gold, and great delite, 
That ve thereof had ſuch an appetite, 
Shall we thercfoze all be deſtropde at once, 
Map, the firſt w2acke ſhall light vpon your bu 
But moze pꝛotelf e to the tolboth him led, 
And on his backe they caſt him in a bed, 
And pour d his month, ot melted gold there in 
Saping to him, take ther enough of it now, 
Thou coueted gold with ſo areedte deſire, 
Thon haſt vs tint, and all the whole Empitt, 
Fo the great luſt of gold which thou didſt hen 
This being done, they put him quicke in gra 
* F082 ar&dines of gold this was his end, 
Which at his death a mite could not him m ne 
Not long after came in theſe Kings thee, . 

Al in warfare,with a potent armie: 


3 Neil (ne 101028 WAS gallen 


The ſeuen Sages, 


fo they laid agreat ſiege tothe own: 


ich they on rtame, and caſt down cleane the wall, 
fat hoꝛt Rome was deſtroped all. 


The Empꝛice laid, haue pe tane well mp Lo2d, 


e wozds in head that J now did recoꝛd: 


anke von fozloth therefoze, Madame ſaid he, - 


oe baue told a noble tale to me: 
en could ſhe ſap, this towze with this image, 
Fakens nonght but your own perſonage: 


;loke ſo long as pe line in this life, 
tre is no Kings that dare raiſe war 2 ſtrife, 


pour contrare, 02 pet within your land, 


long as pe on lite are now liuand: 


Þthat pour lonne doth bery well conſider, 


ith tbe counſell of the Maſters together: 
ith their kalle tales and fained narralian, 


Iuthev ſhould finde the way to put you doun: 


qreat pleaſnre to heare them all pe haue. 


| thetr mind is but doubt you to deceaue. 


* 


Herefoze they ſhall not make of me the toure, 


eſe fone men this tow2e to ruine bꝛought. 


Wt Halters ſo would bzing vou enen to noughk, 


d ondermine and caſt pon vnder fot, 
isis the caule they daply to pou fates 


images that ſo much money colt, 


pour fine Writs, which they belene areloſt, 


W! lochildiſh and loft they you perceane, . 
e whole Empire from pou ſo would they haue. 


e Emperour laid, that each tale that pe tell, 
cane well may be told by my ſell: 


EW No 


The ſeuen Sages. 
No? pet change me, as did that Emperour. 
Allis falſct that they deale with, A (&: 
Therefoꝛe the moꝛzne my ſonne ſhall hanged be. 
The Empꝛite laid, will pe pour ſonne-cauſe hay 
Be (hall be blith, fare well, and als liue lang. 
So the next day the Cmperour gaue tommam 
To take his ſonne, and hang him vp fra hand, 
To the gallous as they were him leading, 
The fit maſter came fozth the wap riding, 
To the palace he rode hard at the poſt, | 
Fsꝛ frare and dꝛead that the child ſhould bel: 
Wyo came lowly befoze the Cmpcrour, 
And on bis kners him haiifed with honour : 
He waide his face. and would not on him luke, 
But at him great indignation toke. 
Mp Lo2d, he ſaid, it is not your honour, 
Mp pw2e hailſing to fake in diſpleaſure. 
Thy comming h&re(quoth he) J conet noght 
No? thy hailſing, noꝛ none that heere it bought, 
Foz ye haue ſern'd at mine hand all to die: 
Fo? diſpleaſare that pe haue done to me. 


pe ſaid, my Kozd, A never did the deed, 


Unto pour Grace, to get ſuth to my med. 
As fo2 your lonne, where pe ſay he is dumbe, 
We reckone that vnto pour great wildome: 
As pe will ſc hereafter in few dayes, 

As fo pour Wife where the alleadge and ſayts, 
By her lapings, that he would her haue ſhand 
But doubt thereofhe ought not to be blamed! 
Foz well J wote, thereof he is witelelle, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 

s my ſelfe, and ofthe ſame is ſakeleſſes 

rcfo2e, my Loꝛd ſuch thing bel&ue pe noght, 

the contrare to light it hall be bꝛought, 
Due lonne to vertue is ſo inclinde, - 
Heu luch vice was neuer in his minde. 
re will 722 pour wines wilfull ſawes, 
or your ſonne withont pꝛoceſſe oflawes, 
uu be wozſe to pon noz euer was, 
Sth: Dadour, and cunning Hyporras, 
Wat cauſed flay the Doctour Galiene, 
þccoſen deare, Paſter in medicine. 

mperour laid, Paſſer tell me that kale, 
ante it map fo2 pour cunniag auale. 

halter laid, cauſe call pour ſonne againe, 

all the ſoth J hall hew pou in plaine, 
Wi your Grace if J told mp narration, 5 
cane time pour ſonne ſhould ſuffer paſſion. 

eCmperour then he canſde his ſeruants palle, 
pat bis ſonne in pꝛilon where he was: | 
W's that dap he ſcaped from the callous, 
W offer then told fw2th his tale as followes, 

Hallers tale ere we ſake furthermare. 
Anenes tale we muſt ſomething declare. 
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Ze not but this noble Queene, 

bat ay before ſo good hath bene, 
ber Lord falſe before his eine, ſaid openly, 
eoffaſet was not cleane, read ye and ſee. 


1 the beginning of her laſt tals; 


The ſeuen Sages, 
Where he ſhould haue the h onour hale, 
Tudge ye it ſhe did to him faile, in her language, 

To call a King ſo vilde a thing, with great outrage: 


ZBut women haue ſuch condition. 
When they are noy' de, to want reaſon: 
They ſpowt then like a Scorpion by order cleene, 
Becauſe quite gone is diſcretion, as did this Queen, 


Alſc the Emperour far did faile, 
Some hid condition of ſmallauaile, | 
Which that he had by his counſell, to their conſeny þ 
Forſooth 2 King ſhould worke nothing but auiſemenif 


So was ſeene of the caſting downe, 
egteat towre in Romes town, 

Where i= made priuie compaction, that none did kj 

With vncouth men of ſtrange nation, as deed did 


. 


Ye Lords and Lairds of great honour, 
Doe not as did this Emperour, 
Put all his hope into treaſure, and great riches; 
And loſt his life within an houre, for greedines: 


His greedines was ſo well kend, 
That it went to the worlds end, 
His ſoes whom to he did offend, gote wit expreſle, 
7.34: How his pleaſure was on treaſure,and greedines, 


In haſte they finde a quicke ingine, 
Send him a ſubtle hid propine, | 
Which r »1ſed him his honour tine, in ſhore pron 
And put all #e to great ruine, for greedines, 


For ſtrangers came With their vaine wind. 44 


The ſeuen Sages. 
A \e latterie made him fo blind, 


014 and treaſure they ſhould finde, through ſubrlenes | 
i:eney it laid he was right glad for greedines, 


| They ſhew him they had ſuch ſcience, 
Y:caming» they had ſuch experience, 

ol to get ſuch confluence, by buſines, 

de gaus too haſtie credence, for greedines. 


which cauſeth much miſchiefe to be, 
ve may well percei ue and ſee, 
+ molt credence, who beſt can lie, through wickednes, 
hilfe a tale they will make three, for greedines, 


d can bring vp a tale of nought, 
iy the thing that neuer was wrought, 
neuer ſaid, nor neuer thought of wilfulnes, 
ne ꝑiue it credence euen as it dought for greedines. 


And euen ſo did this Emperour, 

ve ſuch credence vnto theſe foure, e 

urniſh gold and great treaſure to his Highnes, 
Þ: gem leiue to caſt down the towre for greedines. 


Wich euer was to Rowes toun, 
r comfort and conſolation, 5 

Rey thoght good to ſome Region they would them dres, 
et the towre was caſten down for greedines. 
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u 2 poyſonde peſtilence, 
| Flue too haſtie credence, : 
tale not worth audience, through haſtines, 
le-teller then tines mence for greedines. 


The ſeven Sages. 
here is many moe then anew, 
Will make a tale was neuer trew, 5 
Yet they themſelues it neuer knew, but as they peg: 
Some will ſay falſe, aud after rew for greedines. 


There is diuers tines their honour, 
Their worſhip, riches, and pleaſure; 
Olttimes in vaine makes great labour, with ſmall ina 
And oft is ordred by good order, for greedines; 


For greedines cauſeth great griefe, 
Enuie, malice, and all miſchiefe, 
Many for mutton and for beefe, into mirknes, 
Is hanged like a common thiefe for greedines. 


Therefore good firs, heartly I pray you, 
Caft greedines aſide from you, ; , b. 
With iocund mind paſſe and goe play you in merine; 
Ihere is no better charme I ſay you for greedines, | 


Nov theſe three Kings when they did heare, 
The towre whereof they ſtood in feare, 

Was caſten down but ſhield or ſpeare through wiliog 
In all haſte made them to the war forgreedines. 
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For firſt they ſound a wilie way, 
For to put Ame in great effray, 


And though they would it firſt eſſay, to get entreſſe 
For they would make it their firſt pray for greedineſt 


Beliue they came and ſiedgde the toun, Br «Mw 
0 : 5 3 1 NY 
In all good haſte the walles brake downun, 
put themſelues in poſſeſſion, with all blithney 
nd from the Emperour reſt his crowne for greedl 


The ſeuen Sapes 
w firs, this is the finall end, 
nes who will pretend, | 
ey cannot rhemſelues defend by manlines, 
uch vengeance all doth we for greedines: 


eis two points into this t: 

o torbeare is good and ha 
is greedines but faile of „old and geare, 
ctedence oft brewes bale, theſe two forbeare. 


A reproach to the Emprice, 


Cu Queene and cruell, androo' of all mill chieſe, =. 
0 jalſe fleſh Fame and fruell, great grounder of all griefe, 
Rauuens ſhal r1e thy beefy Wood dogs thy bones ſhal gnaw 
xr thou get ytliefe, thy Iuddes ſhall tholt the law, 

a mak- all men bnoW. and alc p erfe 77 ly ſee, 

þ:ces 1h tjueth ſhall (how, of thy hid harlotrie. 


The tale of the fifth Maſter... 


dꝛe this time a Phiſician there was, 
tunning Clarke. whoſe name was Hypocras, 
anch in Ohiſicke and other high Science, 
ether he had p:eheminence: 
had with him a kinſman of his own, 


zugine and cunning be did apply, 

arne Phiſtcke, and the lame occupp, 

Uncle at ſuch times had befoze, 

cewithhe wan great hononr. laude and glozot 

much Galene was not ſo old: 
Neertelrd yis Uncle manifold, 


ene whoſe cunning was well knowne. _ 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
In Phiſicke art, and into medicine, 
Pe was moze ſharp and quicker ok ingine. 
Then Hypocras perteauing in his heart, 
That Galene in the c. t was lo epert, 
Dꝛeading therefozz he ſhonld him extell 
And krom his gloze ant 120fite him expell: 
„And therekoꝛe hid as me⸗kle as he might, 
Then Galene well this thing he did perceane, 
Keff him daylp the moꝛe and moze o haue, 
Df Phiſicke art the moze he did obfaine, 
On one dap moze, than befoꝛe in fiftcene? 
"$145 hereby the Dectour toe in his conteat, 
„ That Galeneſhauld grow to greater eſtate: 
„ '- TChercfoze at him he had lurking enup, 
e Wowb:ithe had no quarrell, cauſe no2 whp, 
In this meane time the Ring ol Hungarie, 
Send his meffage with ſhips out th2ough the: 
Foꝛ Hypocras that he might with him ſpeake, 
And cut ehis ſonne which lap right wonder ſid 
s Hypocras the meſſage did receane, i 
Partly pꝛaping the Meſſengers him to haue, ! 
Some part excuſ d bnto their noble Ring: 
ie Foz he by age might make no trauelling, 
M But 3 chall lend my Couſen and leruand, 
What J will bid that will he take on hand. 
Do Galene obeved his Uncles will,, 
And in all points the ſame he did fulfill, 
nd paſt his way vnto that noble Ring: 
Apo was right blith and glad of his comme 
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The ſeuen Sages 

emaruelld why came not Hypocras, 

Oz cue (aid, that old and weake he was. 
:0; tranell, koꝛ no trauell he vſed, 
ing his Grace fo2 to haue him excuſed, 

that time had buſines ado, 

e no wap as then might win him to. 

inhis ſtead he hath me to pon ſend, 

ielpe ol God pour ſonne ſhall J amend. 
which thing the King was well content. 
pe with ſpeed onto the childe he went, 
&13punſes, and als his vrine ſaw, 

cbp beliue his ſicknes he did knaw. 

nent then paſt he to the Queene, 
[1id, Padame, your ſicke ſonne J haue ſeene, 
J am tome vnto pour noble Grace, 

(110 pon to heare me ſpeake a ſpace: 


nd dildaine, though J now to pon ſpeake, 


Wi: 0 heale pour ſonne that lpeth ficke. 
ald, god ſir, ſay on what pleaſes pon, 
We vill ſay nought bat the trueth J trow. 
Wi, Padame, tell on and make no lie, 
ische Father of yon ſonne tell to me⸗ 
5father(quoth ſhe) who but the King, 
he, Madame, there is not ſuch a thing. 
"(2p lo (quoth Che) foꝛ veritie, 
want the head, J vow right haſtelp, 
laid els, and pet J lap againe, 
Bing eis not his Father in certaine, 
N rat bre therefoze to lofſe mins head, 
er incurrein my fault any tead: 
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The ſeuen gages. * 
Noz J haue not deſerned luch reward: 
Though J none get, nothing that J regard. 
Do to the doze he made him ffraight a, 
" #1} The Quäane that ſaw, and to him can ſhe lap, 
i W god Waſſer, if ye will kepe ſecre, 
{ #\ {5 FJ Will you ſhow, ſo pe diſconer notme. | 
Then Galene ſaid, Madame, God me — 
But à ſo doe bnto my liues end: 
Therefoꝛe to me to ſhew the trueth be bold, 
% Foz it againe ſhall neuermoꝛze be told: | 
„ An greater thing pour Grate ſo ſhall J put 
ii Pour lonne make whole, and put him well 
10.1 $140 Ak pe io doe, god Maſter then ſheſatd, 
e . will me make right wonder blith and glas 
And god reward of me lo ſhall pe haue, 
e And ok my Lo2d likewiſe pe will receaue: 
e Mhercfoze heare me while F haue ſaid ſomeſhij 
Upon a time came to my Koꝛd and Ring, 
The King of Burbon, to paſſe the time in as 

What will pe moze? to make mptale now ſh 
To you Paſter, as now 5 will not lie, 
With me he note this child in pꝛintitie. 

Then Galcneſaid, feare not, and ſpeake non 
The tale Jknew right perfectly befoze. 

Then to the child he paſt incontinent, 

And him did cure with a right regiment, 
What he ſhould dzink⸗ and what ſhould beh 
Water to d2inke, and beefe daplp fo eat, 

9 Galene then within daves ther 


_m* child mavs whole ofhis nme, 1 


Ihe ſeuen Sages. 3 
1 thatthe Bing heard tell his ſonne was tre. 
W ocknes, and of all maladie, 5 
Gene a god reward he gane, 
Nouble from the Queene he did receane, 
Wpeciall thanks, and alter ay credence: .- 
Wi his leiue, and homeward he paſt hence: 
Wihecame home to his Eme Hypocras, 
ene then but tary could he as, 
Wis the child that ye paſt foꝛ to ſk * 
Kt: is whole of all ſicknes ſaid he. 
S Hypocras defirde him to concluoe, - 
te him gaue to his dꝛinke and his fd, 
Wid, be gaue him oxen flzth to eat, 
Mer to dzinke, this was his dzinke and meat. 
i Hypocras to Galene laid fra hand,. 
nother is not true to her hulband. 
W Glen laid, now Daſter. ſoth pe ſap, 
MW diſpicaſure Hypocras paſt his wap, © 
Jaohunſelke with hatred and enup. 
lj] perectue no man will ſet me by, 
Winſho:t time be no remeadie found, 
Wuite to nought my cunning is confound z 
as cunning he ſhall not faile to be, 
Wi in wazkes ten times far aboue me: 
elo were, vnleſſe J found remead, 
FW 3hallconſpire my Conſens dead. 
that time fo2th Hypocras ap him dꝛeſt, 
Wight get Galene dead and ſuppꝛeſk. 
Wining Hypocras vp can riſe, 7 |; iſ 
ais Garth, as his vle was and guiſe, 2 9 


+ -. 


The ſeuen Sages, | 
To Galene laid with wozds faire and men. 
Now let bs goe in dur garden and ſe&ke, | 
Herbes to be laine that is of molf vertew, 
Foz as J with there is growing enew. 
Maſter he laid, Jam ready at hand, 
What pe pleaſe beff, to doe as pe tommand, 
Hypocras ſaid, take vp that herbe ſo græne, 
Fo02 it is full of bertne as  wene: 
And ſo he did at his Paſters command, 
De pulde the herbe, and gane it in his hand, 
And at his noſe the lauour thereof did ſmell 
This herbe (laid he) of herbes beareth the bell I 
Stoup down againe, and pull it by the rot, 
Ol it I ſhall both p2ofite get and fruit, 
Foz Jknow well it is right wonder god, 
To cole Feuer, oz to fem-running blod; 
Als of vertue it is right comfoztine, 
To heale all luxe to any man on liue: 
Do Galene none euill hauing in mind, 
To pull the rot lowly his head inclinde, 
Which would not dꝛaw a long time with his 
Then Hypocras abone him could he ſtand. 
And with his knife he ſtrake him to the heart, 
Becaule in ſcience he thoughthim to expert, 
Sone after this, Hypocras foke ſicknes, 
By want of blood, and of coꝛps feeblenes: K 
Then keſt his bokes, and ſought his owne la 
Himſelfe.to helpe heconld get no defence, I 
Then his ſchollers in all haſt came him till, 
And laid, Paſter, what is your mind and wa 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
oe them bꝛing a Lun of water fow, 
1 womble an hund2eth holes boze th2ow, 
: that was done there went no water out, 
1=-pocras laid to them, firs, buf doubt. 
15 the wꝛath of the lining Ood ſo hie, 
this miſchance hath ſuffered fall on me, 
map ſ&, and bery well perceane, 
vl isinft and wo chie that J haue, 
as pe ſe there is into this Tun, 
nd2eth holes with pꝛons out-thzongh run, 
Pugh alltheſe holes there goes not out a dꝛop ?: 
Was pe ſie doth both land ſtill and top, 

< tonature is contrare etiery deale, 
reby ye map all vnderſtand right well: 

3 (0 theſe herbes fo2 health that ye giue me, 
nothinghelpe to mine infirmitie: 85 
eſe what euer pe take Vpon me cure, 

pes nothing pe map be very ſure: 

well J wote as now is no remead, 
amy miſſe J muſt now thole the dead, 

"Calne my Nephew were linand, 

[ibid not faile to make me whole fra hand, 

m) did kill thzough malice and enup, 
a tyat dead right ſoze repent doe J: 

Fetoꝛe Bod hath by his iuſt o2dinance, 
d dpon me this haſtie ſoꝛe vengeance, 

eo laid, no moze woꝛds then he told, 
luemd his backe, and dp the Ghoſt he pold, 

W ®alter (aid, hath pour Grace done conceane, 1 
imple wozds that to pou, ſhawen J haue , 


The ſeuen gages. 


The Emperdur taid, well I perceave the, 


That Galene he was kilde by Hypocras, 
To Hypocras what hurt migot it haue bene, 


What great tonour had tie come to Galen 


The Paſter laid it had bene gor at all, 
If Hypocras to ſicknes had bene ti2oll, 


Then Galene might perchence ſone found reli 


End at that tim. he ſhould not haue tholde den 
Therekoze becauſc himſclife by ill intent, 
Kilde and put dob ne the very inſtrument, 
Who would have him ſnppo2tcd in his ftreg, 
Pe may perceive in God the great godnes, 


And right judgement, that ſo dull made his ul 


That he could not h'mſelfe helpe by no art: 
Mherefoze, mp Lo2d, it is cuen ſuch a tate, 


Betwirt your ſorne end your owne noble Cuff 


And if your ſonne fo2 pour Wines wozds pel 
Conſidering well, ye know. pe kane no ma: 
When he is dead, pe ſhall warie reur weird, 
And would be faine to ſcarf him ont of eird: 
Mhen ye are old, and may not helpc your ſell, 
He will you helpe, the truth {© you I tell: 


She will deccaue your Grace when pe leaſt uh 
Conſider well this is pour ſecond wife, 

Me may haue moe, enduring pet pour life, 
Among them all pet pe ſhall nruer haue, 

So wiſe a ſonne none ok them ſhall conceans, 
So vertuous. oꝛ in wit moze p2ecell, 


Andi in pour age will laue you from peut 


5 — — _ »% a” AL nad there 


| 
Therefo:c give not ſuch credencc to your Qu . 


ö The ſeuen Sages, 
emperon! laid fo2 that pe tell to me, 
io 615 day my ſonne he ſhall not die: 
3p:rceanie and wonder well do marke, 
women be right craktie in their warke, 
| 19þt ſabtle foz to tyſte any man, 
bey thinke god, but not the leſle what than? 
nunc 08 lake this dap he ſhal not die: 
baue ned, J know he will helpe me. 
heiter laid. J thanke pour noble Grace, 
okc his leiue, and went home to his place. 


hen that this tale was fold to the Empzeſſe, 
If ſhe was blith the auditours may geſſe: 
ſew her ſelfe in mind impatient, 
ll at her law bel&eu'd that ſhe had went, 
ort ef mind, and as a body mad, 
tir une wits cleene tint awap ſhe had, 
aber law, had pitie on her cheare, 
wovted fo, that all the place might heare, 
' 0: the Lozds to th Em perour can go, 
ew io him that it ſtod with her fo. 
d. my Lo2d, vnleſſe pe find remead, 
a ne Empzice will put her ſelfe to dead: 
Wide paſt, and aſk'o at her wherefoze, 
dap pe mourne ap moe and moꝛe. 
12, mo Kozd, J maruell in a part, 
(\b:af not, and in two bꝛeakes mine heart, 
, Jam the daughter of a King, 
Fi your Wife which is a greater thing, 
MF"? daves ſuifred J not ſuch ſhame, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
As Jhane done ſince 3 came to pon hame, 
And enermoze pe p2omiſe me amends: 
And as pe doe, God and the wolld it kens. 
S414, The Cmperont ſaid, J know not what to do 
Pon to which ſive is beſt ta turne me to: 
N, N Foz day by dap pe ſ&ke mine owne lonnes 
And his Maſters thereof doe ſeke remead, 
Me is my ſonne that J bel&ene and know, 
But Jcan not the veritie pet ſhots, 
Whether to pou J ſhall ginemoze credence, 
Than to the Maſters with all their great Sci! 
Pe tell atale Which J thinke god and faire, 
And they anoth er to yours is flatcontrare. 
The Empꝛite laid, that is the bery thing, 
That troubles mine heart, and cauſeth my mſn 
Becauſe pe gine vnto them moze credence; 
And to their tales takes greater attendance, | 
Zhan to my tale which tells the beritte, 
Which ye ſhall ſoze repent pet ere pe die, 
And in few dayes pe will get ſuch reward, 
As did a King receave from his Steward! 
The Emperour laid, then tell me that tale l 
Perchance pour will thereafter may be dane. 
She laid, J will begin with diligence, 
But J pꝛap you to giue me audience, 
Mith peart viſage and conntenance righthil 
On this faſhion began to fell her tale: 
Pet ere ſhe get ok her tale audience, 
Some we will ſap of the laft tale paſt — 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
M ORALITAS. 


my perceaue now here expreſſe, 

Mwomen the great brucklenes, 

oftheir kind the Kictleneſſe, and ſhe a Queene, 
ae priuitie ſhe did confeſſe, vnto Galens. 


"WY: mort to him her mind hath ſhowne, 

p ſhe hauing of her owne, 

er tooke, but litle knowne, and of the new, 

oy ſuch draghts they haue drawn,that few men knew 


aduenture ſhe muſt be excufde, 
ienture ſhe will not vſe je: 
y ſhe ſhall not be excuſed, I ſay for me: 
1255 finde the foord ſo rooſe it, where euer ye be, 


nd let ſuch quiet pakes ou'rpaſſe, 
ſomething ſay of Hypocr as, 5 
„Jo full ofenuy he Was, but cauſe or why, 
be ſlew that was ſo true, through poore enuy. 
pero cleene I diſcommend 7 
in heart for to pretend, 
to Calene to offend as him to ſla, 
e repented at his end that he did ſa, 


e principall cauſe thereoffind I, 
Hpoerat had fogreatenuy, 

ne this was his cauſe why, that Galeve Was, 
lime and ſtable, in craft more able than Hypocras 


ver4: ſhould haue had pleafure, 

Glene gote any honours 1 
dene, Doctour, therefore ſay I: 
ebene co him fauour, and not enuy. 
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The ſeuen Sages, 


f 


But God of his great equitie, 
Would not thole ſuch ynpuniſhe be! 
When Hypocras was in point to die, all his cunnine 
Could vor then helpe him worth a flie, at his endigW 


He ſaid, had Glee bene liuand, 
He could haue helped him fra hand, 
But he wiſt well it was the wand that God had fend 
Him ſuch diltreſle, and great ſicknes, that none coil 


The hid enuy; and great hatrent, 
That he had to this innocent, 


Could not eſchew the puniſhment of heauen ſo bie, 
Good Sirs, lay by all hid enuy, keepe charitie, 


Enuy and charitĩe are contrare, 
They cannot in a place repare, 
Where Charitie is, ay God is there withoutten fil 
Enuy was, and 1s » cuermore with griefe and baile, 


It is the fountaine and the flood, 
Of ſhedding of all innocent blood, 


And is contrare vnto all good, an nd is the root, 
Enuy therefore ſhall neuer glore, of ioy the truit 


Auftene declares enuy to be 
A man to haue ſturt inwardlie, 


Of his neighbours felicitie, withoutten cauſe, 
The which is contrare charitie, and Gods Labes 


Doctours writes there is a hill, 
Called tna chat burnes ay ſtill, 


In flame of fire, and neuer will be 1 " 
And yet they ſay it doth none ill to ground ab 


The ſeuen gages. 
ich hill burning men doe compare, 
pan that hues enermare, 
n, enuy, anger and care continually, 
e fumes himſelfe conſumes, ay inwardly, 


myfull men comparde may be, 

;Leper man truelie, wo 

ould all men were ſuch ase, euen ſo the Deuill 
{none were good nor yet well lou d, cauſe he is euill. 


herefore, my Lords and Readers all, 

hing this point I cry and call; 

eauy ye be not thrall, for ought may be, 
e great lord Celeſtiall is Charitie. 


A land and praiſe tothe ff Detour, 


dent, perfect, expert Philoſophour, 

onour and praiſe be to thee digne DoRour, 

hach ou'rput a day ſo perrellous, 

thy lweet talke before the Emperour, 

kindled was in fell and firie furour, 

tate his ſonne in mind malitious, 

ling of his Wife venemous: 

ou from him with fair words and fauour, 
urchaſt grace while time more proſperous, 


J. The Emprice ſixt tale. | 
Fine this time there was a mightis King, 
MWei®efull in heart, and pꝛoud aboue all thing: 
esto high and pꝛidefull in his thought, 
ebermen he ſet them cleene at nought. 
king he thought all Rome foz to deſfrop, 


k 


The ſeuen Sages 


The Romanes flap, and after fo contoy, -- 

To his Kingdome, the dead bones of thele tu 
Peter and Paul with many reliques mo: 

CTs waſte thattoun, and put it all to backe. 
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In ſuch a ſozt, that euery kinde of ſtate, 
 Abhozred ſohis bgly foule vilage, 0 
That none couet to touch his perſonage, 
So handled he was with ſuch infürmitie, 
Mith lepernes a fouler none could be: 0 
Pet his —— roſe on him with ſuch rage, 
Lo haue wamen he had a great courage. | 
So called he his Steward quietly, 
And ſhew to him his counſell ſecretly, . 
Saying, my friend, one thing J will you chou 
All women kind abhoꝛres me as pe know, 
That J can get of them no companie, 28 
Mhich it J had, were great pleaſure to me. 
He laid, my Lozd, and pleaſe paur noble Gt 
| Yowbeit pe be defozmedin the face, 
Pe haue enough of god money and gold, 
Foz to conduce the faireſt on the mold: 
Mherefoze, J ſay, pe nod not in noſozt, 
Of fair women to want the great comfozt. 
Then ſatd the King, ſte fo2 no coſt pe ſpare, -- 
Ts get me one that is both freſh and faire ⸗ 
Dowbeit ye gaue a thouſand crownns there 
And ere J want, ye ſhall give meekle mo2e, -; 
The steward ſaid, A will doe that A mays 


The ſeuen Sages, 
-Wiponr will, and lo he tame his way: 
«ing in minde, blinded with conetice, 
Wthonſand crownes map Jgeton this wiſe, 
to my ſelfe, and to my Wife alone, 
home ward to his Wife he is gone: 
K was right faire, loneſome With all beantie, 
Hons and god, right pleaſant fo to ſ&, 
Dent, perfite, with countenance right glad, 
conetous heart theſe woꝛds to her he ſaid, 
god Wife, mp ſoneraigne L92d the Ring, 
charged me with a right ſecret thing, 
Have women he is right conetons, 
Wpleaſure, and verp defirons, 
Iich foꝛ no coſt he (apes that he will want. 
charges me a thouſand crownes to grant, 
yy perſon that will the ſame receaue, 
_ Foz onenight with him her foz to haue: 
Peloꝛe in minde mp ſelfe J haue tompaſt, 
irt vs two J thinke this be the beit, 
bhouſand crownes to purchaſe to our ſell, 
vill vſe my bidding and connſell. 
laid, god fir, pour counſell J will do, 
ro chame no? ſinne it turne me to. 
ad, yeſhall paſſe fo the Kings bed, 
Ichis with alike, and cloath ofgold ourſp2ed, 
dere all night lye with him quietly, 
s pleaſure as he thinkes belt fo be, 
"it is ye there is no man ſhall ken, 
une: the which abone all men 
"anc pour ſhame, and als pour honeftie, . 


The ſeuen Sages, 
Therekoꝛe as ſhame to pau it cannot be. 
Alas, the ſaith, huſband is that pour will, 
By your body my womanhead to ſpill, 

With aLeper, and ſodefozm d in kate: ; 
Dir, change pour mind, fo2 him that gaue alle 

Jknow it is neither pour thought noz mind, | 
To ſuch a ded mine heart ſhould be incliad; 


But me to pzone, and to tempt mine intent, ; 
If J thereto would any wiſe conſent, » 
O mp god⸗wikfe, howbeit he Lepcr be, , 
And in the face defo2med as pe ſc: 
And foule of flesh. and alſo fonle of blod, ; 


Pet then the gold is verp (wet and god. 

She laid againe, my [wet huſband perceane, 
Yowbe.:t the gold be god and (wet to haue, 
And though he were the cleaneſt man thereoul, 
Molt faire of face, gentle, courteſſe and ſtout, 
Mould pe that J committed ſuch a ſin, 
Againff mp God, foz any gold fo win: 

J will not doe it, therefoze hold me cxcuſit, 
Charge me no moꝛe: fo2 here J quite refule il: 
hom to he (aid, with a right auſfe&re loke, 
Mob pucpole pee my companie to bzoke, 
That thing J will to pꝛeaſſe fo2 to gainſtand? 
Pe are to peart to contrare my command: 
It is my will, and that (zine ſhall he done, 
Mherefoze make pon readie to pleaſe me ſolit 
Doe pe it not, J bow betwixt vs tap. 
Shall ncuer be a blith noz io; full day: 
| Sul temrmme in chiding and in griefe, 


— — - a. 


The ſeuen Sages, 

ot te laſt will turne to a miſchiefe. 

vl pen well, to the Church when pe went, 
.; thovld be ap obedient, 

(bend as wedlocke vs declares: : 

+; the (id, in all lawfull affaires, 

ae ſing my maker King of Kings, 

ohep vu in all other things: 

\command by vertue of that oath, 

fo; to bꝛeake ve ſhould be very loth. 

criyg it is my mind and mil. 

zutgeinſ y my bidding ye fulfill, 

the lame right ſone that pe conſent, 

ow right ſoze pe ſhall repent. 

N time as he theſe woꝛds ſhew, 

fekt heath his wohinger fozth he dzcw, 

1 . v ing loꝛe fo2 great dꝛeadour and feare, 

that ſted a ſtep ſhe durſt not ſteare. 

13 ng well his crueltie and boaſt, 
art at doubt her life foꝛ to be loft: - 
rpatiente and the great greedines, 

well minde, and als the crabednes 

l man, this woman did attend, 

ib in no fort noꝛ faſhion ſhe could mend: 

as tonſtroinde what foꝛ dꝛeadour and aw, 

eunſent to his command and ſaw , 

rd god⸗man, pour bidding J muſt do, 

i151 God knowes ik my will be thereto? 

ipprale from all con ſent of fin, 

may follow, oz in this caſe come in: 


our eite all whole J lap the charge, 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
And befe2eGod hereof J me diſcharge, 
Then the Steward but anp farping, 
Pal in all haſte and ſaid bnto the King, 
A haue pon gotten a woman right famous, 
Gentle, courteſle, and come of a god houſe, 
Fair and well fauour d, right pleaſant fo; tofj 
And ſhe mult come to yon right quietly: 
Within the night ſhe muſt come late at Euen 
But me alone with none ſhe will be ſ&ne; 
Carelp at mozne befs2e the ſunnerifing, 
From you libewiſe ſhe muſt make departing, a 
Fo? this ſhe will a thouſand crownes haue, te 
And fo2 payment but me, none will che crane, n. 
Then ſaid the King, of that Jam content, 
As pe haue done, thereto J will conſent, 
Withoutten moze the Steward he hath led, 
His own ſpoul'd Wife bnto the Kings bed, 
And with the key the doꝛe he hath made falt, 
But any noiſe, and ſo awap is palt, il 
Earely at moane in dawning of the day, Pi 
The Steward roſe, and to the King can ſay, ſt! 
Pp ſoveraigne Lo2d, and pleaſe pour nobleO8!! 
It will be day within a pꝛettie ſpace, Mt 
A thinke it god, that woman ve let go, | 
Fo2 J p2omil'o that pour Grace ſhauld doe ſs! 
Then laid the King, this woman plceſcth ny: 
Do wonder well, as vet her tompanie 
A will not want, neither fo2 gold no: geare, 
This houre to come, J will not let her team 


When he that heard, he was right wonder ue 


e 8 
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The ſeuen Sages. 

mthe deze with ſozie heart did goe, 

na while but tarie came againe, 

the Bing he laid, fir, koz certaine, 

jovis light, and that woman pzeſenk, 

tbe folke Che will be hamefully ſhent, 

Sc ;20miſc to her quite haue A boken, 

6 beping to her that J haue ſpoken. 

aid the King, no wiſe pet ſhe ſhall paſſe, 

t ſhall he ue of me what ſhe will as, 

re, Steward, A ſap to pon in plaine, 

ue your way, and locke the doe againe. 

teward then right ſozrowfull in heart, 
rcd fozce to the doe did depart, 

Pyp and down, and knew not what fo ſay, 
Inmne was high, and much ſpent of the dap: 
ne agatne, and ſaid bnto the King, 
et houres after the ſunne- riling: 

uman will be Chent withoutten doubt, 
illthe 5aike, and people hereabout. 

Ping an{wer'd, nothing of him content, 
Nemmand that von pour ſelfe ablent, 
Ove te that J plesſe foꝛ toriſe, 

reguirde pe haue troubled me thaiſe, 
'pleaſnre is with this companies 

6 Weit;e paſſe on at this time, let me be. 

ads heart if it was then on ſteere, 

tire there needes no man to ſpere: 
cite lefſe he could not k&pe counſell: 
(his wit he would delcribe him ſell, 
Pont without moze aniſing, 
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The euen Sat ges. 
UWith lozie heart he ſaid vnto the King, 
O my god Nod, J open to you mine heart, 
That ſame woman ye will not thole de part 
Without licence, che is my wedded life 9 
Now in pour hands lpes both mydeath amy 
The King heard that, and ſaid. all was notrh 
Opned the windowes, and ſaw faire dayigh 
. Saw the woman, who was luſtie in face, 
A woꝛd not ſpake, a Pater noſter ſpate, 

T ben law it was euen as the Steward ſaid, 
Whereof he was right ſoꝛie, and not glaid: 
Whom fo he ſaid, O thou moſt wicked inn 
Hob durſt thou be ſo peart me to deteaut⸗ 
And me to taule thy Mike fo2 to abuſe, 

Why greedic heart thp ſelle it hall confuſe, 
Why haſt thou caulde thy Mike bnwillingh, 
Come in my bed to me bnwittingly? . 
Fo? a (ſmall ſumme ofmonep o2 riches, 

To ſhame thy ſelfe fo2 thy great greedines: 
h Knew ye-not well withontten any fable, 

8 9.29 pPy maladie was ay incurable. 

e All was in the thou haſf done, 4 declare, 
Thy ſcife, thy wife to vndoc enermare: 
Tberefoꝛe paſſe ſwith in haſte out of my ſight i 
No? in my Realme that thou bide not fourel 
And from hencefw:th if euer J may thee le, 
A ſhamefulldeath, J avow thou ſhalt die: 
Incontinent he paſt from his pꝛeiente, 
And neuer law the King from that time hen 
Quite off . — from thente he de um 
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ö The ſeuen Sages, 
ume reward he gote fo2 greedines: 
being done; the Bing in all his vapts, 
wthis Mike as the Biſtozie ſayes, 
=twoplhip, and gaue to her —— 
"me of gold to kepe ber honeflly; 
hat time J doe not find noz read, 
\ this woman that he had actuall died: : 
Witter this, the R ing caulde to conutene, 
K:tarmie all clad in armour cleene, 
Feat puiſfance, and neble men of were, 
g mirks as to them could effeere, 
ent to Rome with great power and might, 
pre the ſame the gate they held on right: 
rthhey did it ſiege on either fide: 
te Ramanes durſt not therein abide: 
rd it fill ſo ſharp, and wonder loze, 
hey within might it defend yo moꝛe: 
che laſt to a counſell they went, 
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Ieh was fo? todeliner him at once, 

rr and Paul the bleft bodies and bones: 
N was the cauſe ol his great erand there, 
uobtaine the lame Withoutten mare, 
ectie then was there till pzeſent, 
wi" viſe Patkers who had the regiment, 
lte toun, and nothing by them done, 
Fi moane, at Cnen, oz pet at none: 
_\W'othele ſenen the citizens came fo, 

a, Pafters, great thing we haue ado, 
Wc Mmpeld by fozce of pon armie, 
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| Theſeuen Sages. 
Foz fogineoner and rander the citie, _ 
Unto theſe folkes which arc onr enemies: 
Pu els fo2 to deliuer the bodies, 


Ok god Peter and Paul his holy bꝛother, J 


; Dnfozce we mul the one doe o2 the other, 
The fir ſt Maker againe to them he laid, 


Sy god Nighbours, take no feare, but be gl 


As fo2 this dap, thecitic ſhall ſane, 


With the wiſdome and cunning thaf Jha | 


The lecund ſaid, the next dap falleth me, 
From enemies, koz to kepe the citie, 
With mp wildome, and als my cleare cr tum 
oz all the ſtrength of that great pultantz 
Do did the third, and fourth withoutten dan 


The fit, the xt, right ſo the ſeuen all ont... 1 


In like maner, as theſe ſeuen Paſters i 
into pour ſonne, hath pꝛomiſed fo pon, 


Wc 
de 


1 


In the meane time the Ring cauſed his arn 10 a | 


Lap an aſſault about the greatcitie, 


' With ſuch awtull and crnellmunitſon, , 


Mhile they were like fo2 to sbtaine the ual 10 


. ; | [ I | The firſt Paſſer then he came to the Bing, 


And with him fell in talke and mm 
And falked foin ſuch maner and wife, 

as fo2 that day, he cauſde the armiexiſe, . 
And from the town the liege abarkt hed 
As fo? that day no moꝛe he did perſeww, 


wo. Fi But on the moꝛne the liege againe 92 3 


Che nert Mater paſt to the Bing, * 
7 An like 1 mn, as did ty other befaze, 
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The ſcuen Sages. 

In that day they lieg d the toun no moze: 

r did all while it came to the lalſt. 
Felenenth day they ſieg d the taun fo falk, 

V belen o the ſame they would obtaine. 

all the toun together did connEne, 

W ne boyce tothe ſeuenth Paſſer laid, 
be toun ſo ſtrong a ſiege is laid, * 
oe beleeue nothing but cruell dead, 

that pe find ſome helpe and remead, 

Wine to the ſaying, pe laid but doubt, 

W vas each one to laue pour dap about, 

or ars all infozam'd ofa ſuretie, 

ing hath made his oath ſolemnedlp, 

Will not raiſe his flege noz munition. 

Phe time that he obtaine the toun: 

n Packer we can nob ſap no moꝛe, 

{ould ye did as pour fellowes'befoze. 

Nom he laid, my friends,take pe no keare, 
Pemkoꝛt, and eachone make god theare: 
une Gall J with my wozke and cunning, 
um fame hoalk. and alſo fray the ing. 
abe glad fo; all his great puiſſancet ce. 
e away with his great Oꝛdinan te. 
rent their wap, and no moze foke in thought, | 


Ne earely the ſiege was fare confirm'd, 
nethe tonn alſo the King determ'd. op 
(2enth Paſfer tohis chamber he w 


iminattrange abillement. 
Pa tsiles, and feathers of euerp bed. 
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I) he ſeuen Sages, - 
Part red, part white, part yellow, græne aw 
A bꝛight dzawne ſwoꝛd he twke in euery hin 
On a tow2e head he paſt vp foz to ſtand, . . . 
Which was moſt high of alt the whole cite, Ki 
Foꝛzence the hoaſt, that they might all him 
The two bꝛight ſwoꝛds into his mouth he tan 
The ſame ſhining vpon the armie hade, 
Wihlles turned Eaſt, and other whiles Wel n 
Whils South, whils Nozth, where they mi 
The ſhining \wo2ds againſt the ſun ſoblent;j 
With his clothing and ſtrange abillement, 
They in the hoaſt right well and clearely ſaw 
But what it was no man ofthem did Kate 
Als the great Loꝛds when they beheld ſuehe 
Halte in effcay they went all to the Bing, 
And ſaid, O Lozd, behold vpan pon towze, 2 
le fre this day a wonderfull figure. n 
Then laid the King, the lame J doe perceang 
But what it is no knowledge J can haue. . 
They ſaid, we know what thing it is but don 
It is Jelus, down of the heauen come out, . 
Whois the God of all pon Chꝛiſten folke: 
And knowing well how that we doe pzonoky 
His awſome pꝛe and how we doe pretend, 
To ſtay his folke, which he will ap defend, 
Pon laminſwoꝛds that ye ſ& ſhining ls. 


Thep ſigniſie eachone they will vs fla: 
Ik we longer into this field abide, . 
Hep Dur counſell is therefoze chat we home rid 
x | The Ring hearing trembled fag very tear n 
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The ſenen gages. 
raiſe his hoaſt, and all his men of were, 
x9, it is better in time we flee, 
un their God with his ſwozys make vs die. 
ſal the hoaſt ia haſte they made them hame, 
»v3ithout cauſe with meekle ſcozne and ſhame. 
uit te fie no peril was noz need, 
deteit by the Paſters falſe desd. 
Wrthe Romanes perteiu d the armie flie, 
nc thep iſh d. and went off the citie, 

Mnanly heart, and godlp countenance, 
s the King and all his D2dinance, - 
Mind deffropde all that they pleaſde that day, 
Whom they iff, captine they bzonght away, 
the Bing and all his great armie, - 
Wh was to ground by the great ſubtletie. 
onder who wꝛought all by deceat, 
vith power no maner could debate. 
eempꝛice then laid to the Emperour, 
ae z told it is vnder cullour: 

aum great God, this tale pe bnderſffod, 

. W.Vadame, I thinke it verp god: 

if end (quoth ſhe ) J know pou heard, 
\ $1 yon fold of the gredie Stets örd, 

"Wit king frow'd aſwell as his ownlife, 
io gold he ſold his wedded Wie, 
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himſelfe was baniſht the countrie: 
e king found him ſo kalle and ſlie. 
anner pour lonne fo? the deſlre, 
ale he hath to the Emppze, 
eder it is his mind and thought, 


The ſeuen Sages, 
Pon to deffrop, and bzing you bnto nonght, . 
But now ſolong as pe are in pour might, 6 
Doe as the King did with the @teward gh, | 
It ve purpoſe uct to flap him fra hand, 
Then baniſh him, and als foz{weare the lam, 
That pe and J who am pour wedded Wits,” | | 
Jn time comming in reſt may lead our life: l 
Allo pe heard how the King lap at Rome, -F 
To win the ſame how that he did pꝛeſume, 
And was mocked bp theſe Maſters in plaine, 
He and his folkes were all put down and lay j 
Pour ſeuen Maſters into the ſamine wile, y 
Intend doe ay to (ſuch like enterpziſe. . 
With their falle tales at end will yon deten 
That your falſe ſonne all the Emppꝛe mayh 
The Emperour laid, by no wap that all be. 
Che mozne betime he ſhall not faile to die. | 
Incontinent he called his ſernands, .. . 
And to them all he gane luch ſtraite comn mw 
That on the mozne without impediment, .- 
On the gallous but feile his ſonne be bent 
This woꝛd in haſte paſt ont thzongh all the 
Whereat many made lamentatioaun, 
That the Emperour foz the wezos of his un 
From his one ſonne with ſhame ſhould tak 
The ſixt Paſſer heard tell ofthis cffcay, 
Lap on his hoꝛſe withontten moze delap, 
Poſted fra hand bnto the Emperour, 
And hailſed him with renerence and hon 
. . — ihe — ber ane 


The ſeuen Sages | 
| in he fernd at his hand fo fo die, _ 
i his lonne whom that they had made dumbex 
y were too peart in his pꝛelente to come. 
ber ſaid, J lerue not foz to die, 
"Yxctyour ſonne, knew pe the veritie, 
leis dumbe where pe alledge and tapes. 
Wit the trueth pe ſhall know in few dayes. 
Yin ay foz that your Mike can fell, 
Ar wildome then haue I great marnell. 
Pint doubt it ſhall you happen right, 
Yhaprcd ſometime bntoa Knight, 
5 Ames lawes gaue ſach fidelitie, 
u was dzawne out through the whole _ 
ae talle. and hanged like a thiefe, e 
Aus lawes bzought him to ſuch milchieke» 
"Mnperour ſaid, A pꝛap thee tell that tale. 
Packer ſaid, ſir, that J ſhall not fale: | 
oil caule your (onns to come againe, 
Fi this day ye let him nat be flaine- 
- Mitinent the Emperour gane command, 
"Wt 33iſon to lead his fonne fra hand: 
1 — done. The Paſter then but mare 
bis tale began thus to declare. 
_ Dedours tale furthermoze ere we heare, 
nail ſenſe of the laſt let bs leare. g 
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bpridefull King he could not reigne, 
meaſure nor humilitie, tg We 
owl he thought none could, 
Ahim chere might net be, 


—— — 


| The ſenen Sages, 
The Lord of all perceau'd and ſaw, 
That his heart was ſo proud on hie, 

He would correct him and infect 

With plague and great infirmitie. 
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Where there is pride, grace cannot bide, 
Out of that roome in haſte he rins, 5 
Into all haſte as he were chal'd, 

To lowlines to ſeeke an innes 
The bright Angell for pride he fell, 
In hell yet. ſtill in paine he winnes, 

I ſay you all, that man ſhall fall, 
His worke with pride alway begins. 


The Wiſe-man writes, where he endites 

All beginning ef ill is pride; 
And many mo, ſayes, come right ſo, 
Into their writings doe not hide. 
Therefore the Lord will no wiſe cord, 
Where pride hath credence for to guide, 

I you declare he ſcourgeth fare, 
For where pride is, God will not bide. 
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Oft his juſtice, ſuch wicked vice, 
{6 331 not thole vnpuniſſit be: 

2% 2.1, Peſt, Warre, or Wanreſt, 
Sonic perilous plague, or Pouertie, 
Hunger and ſkant, of food or want, 
infected with infirmitie. 
Therefore flee pride all time and tide, 
And hold you with humiiitie. 


Als in this tale withoutten faile, 
Great couetice ye may perceaue: 
The falſe Steward that found the art, 


Ihe king himſelſe and wife deceaue: 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
limfelfe the ſorrow fell, 
yorthie the ſame to haue: 
euilde the King beguilde, 

orme he playde the knaue, 


it his owne Wife, firſt fylde her life, 
then her ſoule with deadly ſin, - 
ward, fy, was that thy why, 
liſkly geare for to win? 
Kcouctice and auarice, 

ha falſe way to begin? 
eedines to win riches, 

ny to the de uill would rin. 


common theft, ſome makes their ſhift, 
world while tkeir life be ended: 
cke the poore, they take no cure, 
haue 20 power to defend it, 
Freaues and rugs, ſome riues and drugs, 
Wurpoſeth neuer to amend it, 
en it's win, few of your kin, 
your ſelke ſhall euer ſpend it, 


\ouctons and deſirous, 

teward was gold for to win: 

d nought for to haue brought 
le to deadly ſhame and fin? 

er ne gote it, or no, few wor its 
ile ling and he did twin, 

/ trow, to ſay to you, 
mother web to ſpin, 


charged was ſwith for to paſſe, 
[the Realme, or be confound, 
n allet ſnarde him in net, 
ito himſelſe did redound. 
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: Made him out of his mind las, 2 


1 The ſeuen Sages. 
$4twho would make an happie pak, 
Zee falſet therein be not found: 
Lawtie and right, ſhowes ay the right, 
On greedines ſet not your ground, 


As to this King, that lay ſieging, 
And was fo fray'd for Peacok tailes, 
And two bright ſwords, with ſome vaine words 


Without more ſkaith his armie ſkailes, 


Mis campe to raiſe, and ſaw few foes, 

I thinke they were but ſniffling ſnailes, 
The Potingare takes litle care, 
Te cure the man that nothing alles, 


A King ſhould ay, at ſuch eſſay, 
Hane a fad counſell him beſide: 
Perchance a fray may make him prey, 
And cauſe him flee when he ſhould bide: 
Daft vanities grounded with lies, 


Alt all times he ſhould let ou'rſlide: 
Ze circumſpect, and in his necke, 


Ay haue an eye all time and tide. 


Haſtie credence doth great offence, 
If it be in a Conquerour, 
Right well ſhould he, auiſed be, 
To euery tale to giue anſwere, 
To treat his Lords, as well accords, 
Then they will ſerue him with honour, 
With blith viſage cauſe pay his wage, 


- Heſhall triumph and be victour. 


Had he ſo done, npt halfe ſo ſoone, 
He had not bene ſo lightly chaiſt: 
But the Doctour vpon the towr 


ener 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
ines and Kings heed to ſuch things, 
all tratles ye giue no traiſt: 

redo, it Wili come to, 
the King that favs the ghaiſt. 
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qmorras graceleſſe guide, & Sodom 
[ha Belials bitter bird, both falſe in Word Ati dlead, - 
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The tale of the fifth Maſter. 


pon a time there was in Romes foun, 

un Imperour of great might and rensun: 

dad great Rings into his tompanie, 
, Barons, Knights of great nobilitie, 
I lernice, as could them beſt effere, 
Peli: paſtime, and ſome to ſkuſte his were: 
Fate Knights whome he lou d ou t the laue, 
Flaffaires moze credence to them gane. : 
fer Knight there was in the titie, 
bnd wedded a luſtie gap Ladie, 
ebaue done pour Pꝛinceſſe and pour Mile, 
Nahe laued as well as his owe life. 
ry could make merie, fing and dance, 
* ante the could make god paſtante, 5 
"yang men enen ko; that lamin caufe, 
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| The ſeuen Sages. | 
Lo her ludging, all time of day ſhe dzaweg, © 
And at all times ſhe ſang ſo wonder \w&t, 

That enery man that paſt vpon the ſtrat, 'T[ 
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KF The fenen Sages. 
Eu he knew how all would come fo en d. 
«the moꝛne the lang into her bour, EEE 
| FF next Knight perteind the Emperour, 
his Ladie, and heard her voyceſoſweet, 
tat langour, while he conld with her mit, 
Ie did, and ſhew to her his minde, 
e which ſhe was right well inelinde: 
mil d her of god Flozens flue ſcoze. 
o, god ſir of pou J agke no moze. 
d, Ladie, when ſhall A trult thereto? 2 
F ue time J ſhall pꝛouide (quoth the) 
is then departed merilp,  -:- 
J's his tryſt in all thing welt would ve... 
Y:(hird day, the third Knight in ke 
Fp her houle, and the ſame enterpule, 5 
e on hand, and heght fo his Wudy, N 7 | 
Ine Floꝛens of him ſhe ſhould baue readie,” * 
Foerfoꝛme and ſatisfie his will. ; . 
Fus content, and granted well therefill: > 
I honld come(quoth he) J would pe ſhew, No 
end wozd (quoth ſhe) as Jam true: 
| heſeth2e had gotten her conſent, 
ue of them knew pet others intent. 
"Ys Ladie of all malice repleet, 
t þ hulband che ſaid into ſecret. 
"batters J haue to vou fo ſhas, 
lane. na perſon muſt (fknow! * 
* _l the amine take on hand. 
lpofite to vs both it will md, 
Mitlieng vs of all pouertie, 
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3 he ſeuen Sages. 
au time comming, and line in honeſlie. 
3 laid, god Dame, J tan well keepe, coun 
Ol anp thing that ye will to me tell. 
To ktepe counfell it pertaines to a man 
But bp contrare is he woman that tan, 
Df their counfell J read once ina tale, 
It is comparde ti butter inhote Kale. 
Pet not the lee, the foth if pe will how, . . 
What euer it be, there is no man Wall us n 
Auot lhe, it is a thing of veritte, Rn: y 
— map vo held ay ill in honeſtie. 
-  f.: Show me{laid he) and J ſhall kepe counſel; a 
I ball ſecrets that ye will to me tell, 
i At mp power the lame J chall kult: 
e Tbhperekoꝛe he w fozth il that it be pour will 
4:19" + Nuoththe(gwdfir) there hath bene K Knights? 
"WH: Fo Perediners times delling lone of me, 
And pꝛomiſ'd me but doubt a god pꝛopine: 
Each one of them flue ſcoze of Flozens _ j 
At ſqndzy times eachone came quietly, \ 
Bot one knowing of others p2zinitie, 
Could we this gold buknowne-get in our 1 
Ando great fd but doubt it ſhould vs flanks 
Tben laid the Knight, Dame ye ſay veri 
But of god zeale tell on how that tanbe 
he laid, god fic, my counlell yen ſhall dag 
How purhall doe; the way Iſhall you lea q | 
IJ pꝛomit d them enery man by him elt, 
Mien they ſhould come; heme to 
5 Anthe lame time at the gate pe ſhall f Lay 
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4 The ſeuen gages. 

N wmietip With your dzawne (wozd in and; | - 
bien they come into their nder ls. 
rot faileall th2& them foz to fla, 
WM EN * = _ obtaine, ec 
Ine hall know, noz pet the Knigh I be line: 
Into he laid, © my — = N 
M0 Jfo2 gold take any man his lie, 
elch thing, of God J fand luch aww, 

oY" itiscontrare to the Kings law, : 

Jon btnot if ſuch a thing wer done 
-Fvviten doubt it ſhould be knowne ſwne. 


o feare not, the deede A take on hand, To 


Fit out, pearfly thereaMfalifand, - . 
Aten he heard the kale theff iat the foln,. 
e the man moze hardie and moze bold. 
1 kent; 5 


r 
* A , 
. * 4. 
1 
: 


itmoze talk ay wü bls fv 
mMmoze talke, p with bis (we ,. 
rſqch waps, that he ſpake neuer wan 
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0% lecond he did the lamine gulle, 
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The ſeuen Sages: 1 


And with the third he plap d on the lame w vi 1 


To a ſecret chamber their bodies diew, 
Chat none ſhould know that he any man ew 


Then ſaid he, Dame, if their bodies be found, 


Mithin this place, oz pet within this grounyy! F F 
At ſhall not faile, but we therefoze wal die, 
The moſt vile dead that can imagin'd be. 
They will be milf into the Court but n I 
And will be ſought in all theĩe parts about. 4 
She ſaid, god fir, this wozke firſt 3 began. * 


To end that ſame right wonder well J can. 


Sy ioyfrare not, as A haue ſaid befoꝛee, 
Foz IJtan dzeſſe tuch thing if it were moze, J [ 


i * This Ladie had into the ſame citie, 
E. |; Agentteman, and her bzother was he. 
Which in the toun the guiding had fo kepe, 
Out all the Watches that they chonld no wh q 
20 on the night as he paſt thꝛough the kkrät, 


At her own gate her bꝛother could de met. 
A ſecret thing quoth ſhe) my deare bꝛathet, 
J muſt ſhew you, as now vnto none other. 


Therentredhe and the Knight her boſbant 7 


*elcom'd him well, and toke him by the 
alked at length, and merilp dꝛanke the wh 
d then the Knight ſaid to her bꝛother (pri 10 1 
her (laid he) J heartly pon enquire, ., 
= :chunſellr 155 greatly J deſtre, F 1 
de the fame, toꝛ hereof haue ned. 
her laid, truclyſo God metpav 8 
power, my counſel and god thonghy 


1 


4 
1 
& 


4 : 
1 f 
þ 


- knight he is ons witch I wiſh, 
tehim downs two ſundzie times but voubf, 
again hoof the ſea comes out: 

Yah hed time deliver him to mer, 

Dios moꝛe ſhall caſt him in the ſea: 
Ticau burn his bones into a fire. 

er, ſald dhe, the ſame thing J deſire: 
Ie delivered the laſt knight or the thꝛe, 
Trbelab dit was the firſt truely: 


4 ter knight away with him hath tane, 


Iving nothing but all.thze& had been ane, 


Fou the town a mile from the citie 


Joꝛeſt a great fire bigged he: 


Fi third knight be caft therein to burn, 
Sing well he had done a great turn, 


| 4 Fit away the verie inſtrument, 


was able his ſ{ter te have ſhent. 


1 uad knigbt burnt.thatother did him ſpied, | 
; Facomes all to do his naturall dead, 
um the fire he halt a bow-ſhot ſpace, 

he wod to do ſuch buſtneſſe: 

aoit chancve that ſamine very night 


tthzough the wodriding another knight 


a dad atryſt the moznin that citio 
fs. dec be to be:: 


tarineſſe was both hungrie and cold, 


* ent about, and the fire could behold, 
5 Ficekreth thither he went theceto, 


new not what had been there ado, 


N dowon, tr bis hoꝛle to a trœ, 
NR 2 
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The ſeven Sages. 
And tothe fire incontinent paſt he, _ 
Lo warm his hands, and to comfo2this colt, 1 
And fo2 a while to reſt his tired hozſe. 
Then the lame knight that was the woman 
Came to the fire again, and ſaw another 
Stand at the ſtre, whom to he laid on he, 
Mhat may thou be? he ſaid, A knight am J. 
Quoth he again, J know thou art no knight, 
Thou act a devil that well J wot full right: 
{wiſe I the dzownd the firft time in a ſeck, 
The ſecond time a great ſtone at thy neck; 
And now thirdly J burnt the in this fire, 
And pet to live X think thou wilt not tire: I 
Were thou the devil, and als the de vils dame, 
Ere I were combzed ſo with the as Lam: 
A Frather burn the ten times in a fire, 
Eby. bozſc,iby Cſelf,toth thy bowk, bones, and! k | 
us he ſo laid, in his armes he him took, 
Zn miss the fire he keſt him in the ſmok: 
And then his hezſe above him allo keſt, 
Do burnt them both ere ever he tok reſt: 
To his ſiller then tame he home again, 
7” "at him betide he told to her in plaen. 
the be t wine quoth he, and — it nog 
zjthout doubt right dear A have it boug} 
in the fire that J had burathim ons 
tinent he ſtands up bowk and bones K; 
: the fire, and his hozle him beſide. 6 
evil, ſaid I me think thou ſhapes lol 
2 fire à keſt him hozle and all 3 
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= eleven Sages. 
is üer, laid he, chancd me befall, 
a ber winde ſhe keſt incontinent 
(K4chadburnt aknightoftoznament: 
In the !efle the bzought him the beſt wine, 
W.: nerily,and lo paſt his way ſ[yne: 
Lung after this wife and her own knight 
In debate by chance upon a night, 
Hie gave him ſome wo2dsontragtous, 
und halting, and verie deſpitous, 
ethꝛough he grew with her in matalent, 
Itripes 02 thꝛe lo hath her to her lent. 
lad his wike, thiek, wilt thou murther mee, 
at haſt done the Emperours knights the? 
dn erveſt well to be banged and dzawn, 
1: things were unte our neighbours knawu. 
ours about thoſe cruell woꝛds did hear, 
amour roſe, the folk grew all in fear, 
vent with ſped unto the Emperour, 
pere ſent foz but any delatour, 
vere ac cuſd of ſach a cruell crime, 
bi conkeil the dead, the houre, the time 
\S$\:murdzed the Emperaurs knights thzee, 
nthe night into great crucltte, = 
ou that they ſpoiled from every knight 
e flozensof gold that was ſo bzight, 
ro that che the matter firſt invented, 
am that he thereto firſt diſaſented; 
uc they both condemned by thelaw, 
\Wificers at hozſe-tattes hould them d2av* 


MF 6allousgut thzough the whole citie, 


Ep 
ST 
Ex 


To their great thame that zach man mightif 

On the gallous the g were put both to dea, ; 
As they deſervid but mertieoꝛ remead, WW! 
The Maſter ſaid unto the Emperaur, . 
Serv'd they not death that did lo greatmury . 
Lhe Emperour ſaid, that wife was — 

By appearance Was tempted with the devil, ; 
She was the firſt that nature mob d and bien 
Likewiſe the fitit the ſamine cauſde outſp2en, I? n 
Che Matter ſaid, wozte ſhall come to vont fc. 
lay ve pour ſon fo2 your ill wifes counſell J 
- Þy ſon, ſaid he, foz that ve now have ſaid, * 1 
There ſhall no charge of death be to him laid, I 5 
As fo2 this day therefoze palle to your plate. . 
The Paſter ſaid,God ſave your noble grace, I. 
Ss took his leave, and with a mer rie heart 
Co his awn houſe from the court did depart. 


VV JbBen the Empꝛes of theſe tithings hn 
She was moſt like fo2 to have ſlain 
As a wed wife came tothe Emperour, 
Behoid,ſaid ſhe, a woman of dolour, 
Except that pe mee loner get remead, _ 
ill but doubt mine own ſelf put to dead: 
. 1ſoſhamde with the countrie about, 
t A think ſhame ol my chamber come ou, 
no remead, what ever J do oz ſay 


If 


; 
with falſe tales put off from day today: | y 


pon pou that ſaffers luch d thing, Lb. ; 
e not worth to be Em peur noz ſe 


nens ſhame, ye cure no wozlds wonder, 
ee me ſham de, and to be put at under: 
obe ſhamde,and cald an Emperours wife, 
BYilcather my ſelk fall on a knife; 
Jun ot death indures but half an hour. 
"S:1:rmo2e ſhame ſhall degrad honour. 
WCnperour ſatd,J pzay God yon defend, 
Aura take not ſuch an unhappte end, 
Inte in thought your ſelffo2 to fla, 
ever ver do A pzay you da nat la: 
ina God that A not cauſer bee 
uch miſchance, noz ſuch adverſütie?: 
Kvhile ver thole, and ſuffer a little while, 
Ir aule will come to a far better tile, 
pour complaint will have the better end, 
julf quarrell ever A ſhall defend. 
uh che again, The end ſhallnot be good, 
iron and mee if ſhall us both exclude 
K)isimptre,and put us to confuſion, 
een maſters lead us toſuch avuſton, 
Wit hall chance toyon here afterward, 
cams to the king and his ſteward. 
K©<aperour laid, A pꝛap you not ts fatle- 
uur goodnefſe fo2zth tome tell that tale. 
ald, P Lo2d,tote!l that tale again 
l q perceave it will bee but in van, 
the next day the ſeventh Paſter will conv 
Nell a tale to ſave your ſon that's dumb, 
hei him as his fellows did befoze, 
Nitzer have done pe will hear me no moze 
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The ſeven Sages. 
On the eight day then ſhall your own ſon kom 
An tell his tale which this long time was dun 
whole talking ye ſhall gibe ſuch pleaſure, 
That A ſhall ve put fo2th-of your memonr, 
And the great lobe betwirt us two hath boy . 
An time coming now ſhall be foꝛgot clean. 
The Emperaur ſaid, Buch a thing cannotbe, 
Mithont ye ſer be the ſame unwitting me, |. 
Which J bel be was never in your thou ht , 
Thereloꝛe as yet (uch thing trow will A nought 

The Empzeſſeſaid,When ſhi! J tell my tale, 
Which to your grace it ſhall greatly availe, þ: 
And cauſe yon from great perrils toeſchew, F' 
CAbich J perceive is elſe pꝛepard foz on. 
By your-carft ſon, and his ſeven maſters all, 
Which after this right well perceive pe ſhall, 
The Emperour ſaid, Now A p2ay your gone 
Tell fo2th your tale, and leave that buſtneſſe; 
o ſhe began her tale with fained chear, 0 
Not blith at heart as y& ſhall after hear- 0 
But ere the tell her tale fw2th to the king ; 
Df the laſt tale yet let us ſay ſome thing. 


MORALITAS, 0 


' Mercic Goc what thing is this, 
his matter great it marveis mee, 5 
1nning clarks can not di ſcuſſe ** 
and the iniquitie oy 
o women been = i 
h great tray and teen, | 


. The ſeven Sages. 
ar deceat and ſubtiltie, 
leenelſe with great er ueltie 

Was never heard nor (cen, 


' Ladie in her window ſee, 
aber notes ſo curious, | | 
eng there the devilsner, 15 
colour ſo cautelous, . | 1 
en are to her gane, | | 
her net are tane, 

e with minde malicious — 
tht Cauſd murder them ilkane, _ 


TP 
PE A . cite... dice .DÞac. 


 F-;aurther then ſhe did invent, 
:1uſde theſe men for to be ſlain? 
ys the verie inſtrument 25 
i to make it known again: 
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ny wayes ſhe fand, - | 05 
it her husband i 
I. N niſchief with ſuch falſe train, 8 


tuen theſame ſhe could not lain, 
But made it known fra hand. 


gugh her malice and her envie, 
tber husband and her ſell: 
(ell murther ſhe did outcry, 
::tncighbours had great marvel}, 
aching they neyer knew, 17101 
that the wife it ſhew, 1141 
uſed her the truth to tell, 14 
uthe matter hrſt befell, 
And how rhe knights they ſlew, 


nere puniti %or their miſdeed, 
Wt rigour of the laws 

"*[erceive wiar doth proceed 
domans aw, | 
'5mewas Arti in plain, 


The ſeven Sages, 
Then greedinefle but lane, Ny 
To wone the woman as yee knaw, 
The gold and ſlaughter did on draw, 
And cauſd both men bee ſlain, 


Therefore ſay yee that have wives, 
Let them not all your ſecrets know, 
For if it chance that they two ſtrives 
All that ſhe knowes that will the ſhows 
And rather more than leſſe, 

They have that uſe expreſſe, 

For if yes lend them once a blaw, 
Quite old friendſhip they let faw, 
Turnes all to wickedneſſe, 


As did this wife in great malice, 

Her hus band and her lelf put down, 
Through her counſell and eovetice. 
To hid the ſame had no reaſoun, 
What thing yee would have hid, 
That to your wife forbide, 
And it were never ſo great treaſoun, 
That ſhe ſhall tell through all the town, 

A4 s chis wicked wife did. 


The wiſeman ſayes their tongues are ſharp 
As any ſword is wrought with hand, 
Where with fo crouſlie they do carp, 
Each word they ſay alone ſhall ſtand: 

re ſo outragious, 5 
n. and deſpitous, 
cu: not the wag of a wand 
ſe you tine both life and land, 
When they grow furious. 


Fave my ſelf from ſuch a fort, 


rce. ye they 4'' perilous, . 


you it is flo ſport , 


＋ 


N The ſeven Sages. 
e jour unfriendin your houſe & 
Leer it be hee or ſho, 
|;;|that I do, 
ey be bold and boaftcous, 
a erlome and malicious, 
can not tell whereto, 


A laud or praiſe to the 
{i:xth Doctour. 


Hy golden tongue with grace ſo haſt thou guided, 
That to this childe yet life thou haſt provided, 
Fare the queen, a dengeuncè on her C orſe, | 
&zithout doubt ere ſentence bee decided 
| Tio the childe boldly he will abide it: 
why? he knowes both the beſt and the wor ſe: 
Sit /3 bee the queen muſt bide on force, 
wt the lelſe t hon ſhould have thanks but doubt, J lt TRUE 
rod after that kept thy day about. 1 SHITE 


The ſeventhtale of the Empreſſe. 


Nioze this time there was a noble king, 1 
hat lov'v bis wife above eachearthly thing 
nd to her lo great love and favour, „ i 
\zped her each day within cloſour, = * 
e great honſe of a ſtrengthie caſtell, 

Teeok the keyes he kerped ay him lell: 
Nest this Lanie took great beavineſſe, 
Fithe was holden into great ſtraitnelle, 
Wed ſolace, and all god companie, 
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1 | F { | Laponhis bozſe,and in haſte fwzth he rade, 
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j IP - But when the king came in allaner'y. 


Nemembꝛed well on this dzeam fickerly, 
And determediatohis minde and thought 


ie Icven Sages, 


Jn other parts there was a noble knight, 
At chanced him to dꝛeam into the night, 
Into his ſlep he thought well that he ſaw 
The faireſt thing that ever man did knaw, 
Whoſe love he covet abobe each earthly thing, 
Ak he might ſes on her the earth walking: 
Nothing voubting but by her come ſhould he T, 
To great honour, wozthip,and honeffie, 
The ſamineQuen that night in viſion . J. 
Dzeamd ofthis knight, and on this ſame fathim, 

And vet neither of other knew the name, 
Noz knowledge had by faſhion o2 by fame. 
Chis knight he roſe up on the mo2n early, 


Chat by no manner way reſt would he nought, 5 
Unto the time that Ladie while he fand,  þ; 
FM ſhe might be gotten in any land, - 


To ſeek his quen no longer tarie made, 
Though royal realms, and diverſe great con 


his fair Ladie yead ſo far in his thought, 
re was no lands fo2 her he left unſonght: 
le at the laſt he came to a citie, 
re he got wit there wis a fair Ladie 
lo cloſle, that none might come her till | 
alone it were the kings owa will: 
he ſojournd fo; his paſtime a ſpace, 


— = 


The ſeven Sages; 


refreſh in mitth and merrineſte. 

i (ztund to him upon a day 

| on this place where that this Ladſe lar. 

In: window loking fozth her alone, | 

other game and paſtime got ſhe none; 

hs chanced (on foz to get a fight 

Rin of ſhe dzeamd, of this ſame verie knight, 

- H:kiag right well the lamine man was bee 

het dꝛeam befoze that ſhe did le: 

ot knowing that the Ladie was there, 

M$: 7 chance came down by making repart: | 
man ſeaſon he lifted up his exe, = 
er window this wadie fi her (ee, 


u be vefoze into his dzeam had ſeen. 
en he began to ſing a ſong of love, 
ich when the heard greatly it did her move 9885 


„ 


ch was unknown to him in anp part: 3 


tat thts placs to take paſtime and atre. 

f yy LaMeperceiving this at all, 
eltof iobe to him ſhe let dgwn fall: 

ny in haſte ceav over this pꝛettie bill, 
uleiwing well this noble min de and will 
um this time fœzth he aſed dayiy zulli ing 
ng of ſpears, and alſo hozſe ranuing 
eng ol ſtone, and als the leaden mell, 
ling and leaping he dis exerte him ſel 

' ach acts he ulde, and honeſt dades, 


$413 right well it was the lamine Quan , 


iu bis love, and pꝛinted in her heart, 1 e 


not the leſle dayly hæ made repaite, 31 1 } j | . 
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That in the court his tame and wozd uppen 
While at the laſt his name and god bearing % 
And honeſt acts were ſhown untothe king: 


. 


. Lhe king hearing his valiant toznament, F 


Be lent foz him meſſage incontinent, 4 
Who charged him the king he ſhould come tin 
To hear his minde, his pleaſure, and his will, F 
Mo came to him with all humilitie, _ MF 
As him efferd,lowknelingon his kner. 5 


dir knight he ſaid, A habe heard ot ron tel 
Pow in god ads x have exercd your ſell . | 
Into my court, amongſt my gentlemen, . 
Lherefozeſith A ſuch aus do ot vou ken, 

Pleaſe ye remain into out compante, =. 
Zethall have gifts and god reward of ma, &; 
Und be one ol my guard and my counlell, 
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20 it pleaſe voa with us remain anddwell, .. 
„Then latd the knight and pleaſe yourPajetiefl; 
+ Tohavelerbiceofſuchamanasme, 
A hall youſerve both with mine handandhunk, 
An all affairesſach as pertaines my part, . 
Without reward oz any recompenſe, ><, 
So that A may dayly have your pꝛeſence: ©; 
4nd lince your grace hath now vefiredme. i; 
fo your guard, and on your counſell bg,.. St 

anld your grace to my deſire would gran 
nlervice the better J might hant. In 
 ludging to have at the towzes ſide, 
e might be,and at your bidding! 11 
t our grace ner ded upon me call; - "= 
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The ſeuen Sages. n 
ther had ſeene and marked that each! uns, 

\ tothe King with fained countenance, Fe . 
aid, My Loꝛd, this isthe verie chance; os ate 
'Kadie hath fane mee in this tide, e apy 
1 9 no moꝛe hunting can bide 2 . 

Ae get the ſoner ſome remead, 
5 of ncht ſoꝛe that it ſhall bee my dead. „ e 
Ting your Grace that y& would grant nie lieus [10 1#.; 
1 ale dame vour Grace not fox to grieue, Ne 
4 her, God Friend, ik ycepleaſe topaſſe hame 
ant you leaue, paſſeon in Gods Name; 
4 ntinent hee leapt vpo his hoꝛſe, 
' ing himſelfe to haue a ſicklie coꝛſe. 
Kto 155 houſe into all haſte her rode, 
Tothe Qucene her paſk withoutten bovet- | 
4 hout pꝛocelle 2 her the Ring, 
che befoze had gotten from the ing, 
Wiolde her how the King the ſame did know,. 
A Finger, on fleepe when bee him ſaw, 
ching her ik that the kings Grace: © 
Pits the Ring within ſhozt time oꝛ ſpace, 9 
zwould him ſhow the lame but queſtion, . 
perclude ill woꝛd and ſuſpition: „„ 
Whceing done, hee paſt his pꝛiuie wap, 
Pivhis bed hee made him but delag. 
Tan done the Ring came home at Cnen, e 
1 ninent hee laid vnto the Nuzne, , 
Nee is tbe Ring in wediocke J you gaue, l 


ve the lame, fo2 A the ſame muſt haue, 
bind, Pr i ſo ſene to what intent: ? 


"he ſeuen ages. 
clould pee it ſee, no way it is abſent, 
Then ſaid the Ring, Show meeit inconti f 
Oz I ſweare you pee ſhallit ſoꝛe repent. . © 
Then bp thee roſe, and to her cotker wen, * 
And bꝛought the Ring to him incontinent, 
NMhen hee it ſaw, hee was right wonder 
And halfe aſhamde vnto the Queene hee a, 
Madame, fo2ſ\coth fince firſt houre J was be 
So like a Ring by wozkemen made oꝛ ſhows 
Tothe knights Ring and yours 3 neuerſay 
J would haue (wozne, but that now J doe 
Woth had beene one, that cauſde me aske you 
Dhee laid, PyLo2d, belecue pee ſuch a thin 1 
Nay ,nay, Madame, IJ cry yon now mertig e 
Foz well J know ſuch thing there cannot by | 
Shee laid, Py Lo2d, take not ſuch thing in, x 
Foz the fame man perchance v yourringy 
Bath made the knights, and on the ſamineh 
Quoth hee, Padame, J ſaid it but in lpozt z 
Quoth lhee, By Loꝛd, God mot grant pau Y 
$fyee mee had in any ſulpition: — 
God fo2giue your ill ſuſpicions minde, 
Ik pee ſuſpect in anie ſozt 02 kinde: 
Conſidering of pour Caſtle the ſtrength, K 
And mp lawtie pee haue knowne at the lein 
And then your lelfe had the keyes in keeping 
I maruell how pee can ſuſpea ſuch thing. 
Auoth hee Madame, Jpaap you take pal 
aid nothing foꝛ to doe pou offence, 
But as peo know delirde my King to bet | 


| 
| 
J 


, | 


+ : 


Wi nw againe ye fhall receruesf mee. 

gal god will as ener J it gaue. 

laid, Py Loꝛd, the ſame J will receaue: 
6 F;:rward pe ſuſpect mee no wap, 

Jad, Madame that (hall J not perfap. | 
&this time the knight cauſed p2efare, 0. 
wowne houſe a banket 02 dinner: ; 
af the Ring hee laid, And pleaſe pour Graces 
zis the trueth, the verie cauſe and cace: 

J Ei is come from her Tountrie, 

1 Wich thonght right long my pꝛeſence foz fo ſe: 
J cauſde a dinner to pꝛepare, 
a " my heart J would your Grace were there: 
Pulcaſe your Grace to doe mer ſurh honour, 
lie hee laid, J will doe pou pleaſure. 
Tach and it were ma kle moze, | 
night he knerlde, and thanked him therefoze; 
2 nin his heart hee was right wonder glad, 
orkind woꝛds that the k ing to him laid: 
mpaſt her to the Qutene incontinent, 
Tore Caue the hie way is hes went. 
Plaid, Madame, And ploaſe you take ſuch paine 
Funine houſe to dyne with your Doueraighe, 
Klamine dap, and cloth you bp richlte, 
s the vſe and guife of my Ceuntrie: 
Nit thereat at table with the King, 
en as pee were my wife ſpouſ d with a Ring, 
make him all the paſtime and god cheare, 
w his Grace in beſt foztcan effwre; 


Melaid, Dir e as wy * o 4 wil, 


* ” : N — 


The leuen Sages. 

As beſt J can your pleaſure to fulfill. 

Che houre became and dinner time ot day ; 5 55 

To the nights houſe, the King came on ty 
In the meane time the utene came her den 
In the knights hall beliue ſhe gote her . 0 
In ſuch clothing as the Knight gaue comn | 
After the guiſe and faſhionofhis land, 

And when the king came tothe knights hay! 

Do ſwne as hee the Ladics viſage ſaw : 
Dee thought ſhe was woman likeſt his Ding 
dince he was boꝛne, that euer hee ſaw with 

Pet not the leſſe, eachone on their maner. 
They hailled other as could them beſt effet 
Then to the knight the King laid J. 
What is che this lo ſeemelie foz to l:? | 
Lhe night, he ſaid, And pleaſe your Mai 
This is foʒſoth my Loue and my Ladie, } 
Who al long time from me hath beene abſe( 
But now J am ot her comming content: 
So that y& bee content that ſhe is heere, 
J am (ſaid hee) ſo Sod grant mee god chen 
And firſt they wach, and then to table went, 
And euermoꝛe the King in his intent, 
Thoght that he knew the Queen, x had kndl 
By her fathion, her fozme and her viſage, 8 
And to himſelfe hee ſaid in all his life, 
H neuer ſaw woman moꝛe like his wife, 
Yet not the leſſe the ſtrength of his ownetol 
Deceiu de his mn and As him in errour ! 


. 1 


The ienen a Sages. 


Knights words and cotoured eloquence , 
uche thing hee ſaw with his owne ene: 
lundip cauſde him to mis know the Auckne 
Yhz began to talke of ſome gladneſſe, - C 
Sr the king vp in ſome merineſſe, 
us hee heard her ſpeach and her vopce, 
eto ſpeake, 02 foz to hold him cloſe, 
oel wift, but yet ſaid to himſell, 
| in heauen, here is a great maruell: 
man is in faſhion and fauour. 
4 vin voyce, makedome, and pozfratour, 
Kniour and als in condifions; 
Pein face, in maners and faſhions, 
Aal ſoꝛt ſo done like mine owneQue&ne. 
os wozld was neuer liker ſcene, # 
the ſtrength of the fow2e him begutide, 
nk ek nights wozds that him ſo fltelie ſplde: 
emeate with merineſſe among, 
1 Et deſirde the Queene fo ſing a ſong, 
e began to ſing a ſong of lone, 
1 tg hearing, greatlie his heart can mone. 
Fimſelfe, And this bee not my wife, 
She is not lining vpon life, 
Fagaine hee thought that can not be, 
elfe in keeping haue the key: 
eat towꝛe where no man can come in, 
Nele that keepes both key and gin, 
an can enter within that towze, 
© uy ſelfe neither by time no; hovre. 
* ans hee late in ſuch conceate, 


oy 4 
1 N 


N 


be ſeuen Sages) - 
mith his owone ſelke into ſuch ſtrange debate 
And ſo hee late and wiit not what to lay, 
And at the laſt ha bade ſone take away I. 
The table and cloath, bee would no longer bl 
Me ſaid hee would about the fieldes ryde. 
Then laid theKnight, And pleaſe pour noble 
Foꝛ to remaine a pꝛettie little ſpace: 
Mee ſhall yeu make moze merrineſſe and<}] 
Foz without voubt your Grace is weltomen n 
Then laid the Queene, and pleaſe your Ya 
Foz to remainè with vs in tompante, | 
Mee Hall vou make then merinelle and ſpe 
Allthat we can ts hold you in comfozt, © : l 
Duchlike asdoth the Qucne in her ſolace, Fi: 
With allleruice that wee can doe pour gri 4 
Foz all requeſt, plainlie the king aid nay 
Foz to remaine: cauſde take the table aun 
And ſaid, Yee was into that ſamine tide, - 
In ſuch kanſte hee might nd longer bide: Ki 
And ſo the cloath and table away was tan 
Up role the Ring, and to the floze is gane. 
Thanked the Knight ok his kindneſſe ande 
The Ladie als into the beſt maner: Bt 
hen in all haſte to the Caſtle hee went, | 
To ſee the Queene i7thee was there pie 
And then the Mucene went on her pꝛiun 
Neſt off her cloathes, and her vncouth ard 
And when the King entred within thein 
Her found the Que ne fitting into herbe 


_ Fn the lame cloatyes, and ſozt asheehil 


* . 
1 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Tough hee was in hieſpechhalfebereff: 
Ihe her law, hee bꝛac'd her twiſe oz thziſe, 
Kit, Madame, Jam in afanſiſe, 
Ius 3 dyn d with the knight as ye knaw, 
With his loue the which J neuer law. 
to pou by fo2me o2 by kaſhion, 
(Sch and voyce and als condition, 
Hier time J was ſo ſtirr'd in thought, 
I viſt not if it was ver 02 nonght: 
emp minde it was in ſuch diſpare, 
v not well if va were heres: there: | 
Jad the Qucene, J maruell ot pour minde, 
ſuch thing your heart ſhould be inclinde: 
know well the great ſtrength of your towze 
e keyes they are at your pleaſure, 
op! bodte pe know hath nocredence, 
| Mc02 gang without your owne licence. 
ve know to flee J haue no wings, 
gan pee then imagine ſuch like things? 
Find ok way is poſſible to mee, 
bee in von knightes companie; . 
6 rde reade the Boke of ]Phiſnomie, 
aree may right well read and elpie, 
F'nay tand one fo vee like another, 
Atthat one bee not ſibbe to the other: 
ge, my Loꝛd, J pou require on right, 
ureſpect betwirt mee and pon knight. 
tte King, Fozſath that ſhall not bee, 
, ity ſelfe into this fault guilties 
r, as J niſocemed you, 
. Bt 4 __ _ Tixte 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


There is no cauſe ſuch thing to thinke J tro 


Then ſaid theNueene, Sith guiltie pe nun | 
J yon fo2gine, ſo ſuch thing pe not hant. 
Upon the Po2ne the Knt: aht laid fo the King, 
And pleaſe pour Grace ver will grant meoned 
This log ago? J haue vou done ſeruice, 
Cho belt J could pertaining mine office, 
Ye ſee mi lone is tome from her countrie, 
Foꝛ fo returne home ward to cauſe mee, 
And AJ intend (ik it ber your pleaſure, 
Unto my loue yee would doe ſuch honour ) 
To marrie her in face of holie Kirke, 


To bee at home called my lawfull wife, 


Det 
her 
1 
IM! 


We! 
Das 


Mt 


to 
Wh! 


As God commands all Chꝛiſtian men tov Fi 


Mhile do wieſome death doe part vs from h 
Beſeching fo pour noble Grace therefo:e, Fi, 


Fo2 my reward as now Jaske no moze: 
But with your hand deliuer her to mee, 


Wofoꝛe the Pꝛieſt, that the people may ſee: | : 


It will be calde to mee a great honour, 


So that it ber your Graces owne pleaſure. | 
Where that my wife was giuen mi by ak 


In our conntrie will bee calde a great things 
J1ſuchaffatresas1s the old fathton, 


Unto Uedlocke when twoſome makes the 2 


Then ſaid the King, Pour rsward is to ſau | 
Tat p deſre oꝛ charges me withall. 


That J doe that right gladly fo2 pour lake, I 


Aad foꝛ her ſake that now Yonld- bee yourl 


4.” The Anight thanked the king a thouſand 


The ſeuen Sages. 


Tt anſwerde him ſo kindlie in kuch wiſe, 
T1: maciage and day of the banquete, 
Eraing himſelfe caulde deuiſe and ſef, 
F:thewhich day theking with great honour, 

Ine to the Church to doe the Knight pleaſure: 
Mir parith Peieſt with his Churchlte veſtments, 

Has ; well indued in all abillements; 

I tofolemnec the band of mariage, 

| the Church as then was the vlage: 

Tithis meane time the Knight cauſde make ready 

This owne houſe his leue and his Ladie; 

Heil all clade vp affer the confuetude, 

This Countrie which he thought was moſt ged. 

I cauſde two Katghts her to the Church conuoy 
Mith great blithneſſe, ſolemnitie and jop: 

In all belæude his Paramour ſhie had bene, 
beit thee was inderde their natineQuene, 
Hen ſaid the Pꝛieſt, the which was his duetie, 

hodeltuers this woman now fo me 2 
Hit J againe may giae her to this B night, 

MWface of Church, and of the peoples ſight: 

e ſaid the King, That ſhall J doe bedæene, 
0 cauſe the is io wonder like my Nuxne, 

ue her all the better by my life, 

Witiace and fauonr is ſo done like my wife, 
sche vſe of füilin g ok ſuch bands, 

Heking hee tooke his owne wife by the hands, 

ö po Pꝛieſt hee gaue this Ladie bztghe, 
W:Þ:ieft againe gaue her vato theünight: 

1 Church after the olde fathion: 
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Then her began to read his D2iſon, 


And we wonldfaine with your Graces licence, Þ 
Mule were kurdꝛed home ward foz to palle hence, | } 
Pp Mariners they are in reavineſſe, | 
Co take vp ailes, and to the Dea them dzelſe, | 
T Mherefoze J would your noble Pajeſtie. 4 
Sith pee haue ſhowne ſa great kindneſſe forme, | 
e + TInto mp ſhip per would my wife conuop, 
„Fon ſhe thercfo2e would haue great mirth and jg 
Conſider ing the is now todepart, | 
It would her doe great comfozt at the heart. 
nd als A would peer gaue her god counſell, 
All men liuing koꝛ to foꝛſake all haill: ; 
Wut now alone which is her owne true knight, 
And maried her into pour Graces ſicht, 
Then laid the king, Aliſuch is right godlie, 
The maried wife vbedient to bee; 


Then went the King with all his tompanie, 
And to the {ip conuoyde that faire Ladie. 
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Upon his boke right buũlie can he lay , 1 
The band complete hee made betweene them tn 
This being done, the knight ſaid to the Ring, | 
Dir ve haue done to rie a kindlie thing: 
With pour owne hand that hath deliuered me, 
This noble woman befoze this companie, | 
My ſhip wherein wee purpoſe to palle hame, 
Is readiꝛ now fleting on the fame, 


5 


To her husband, and all other refuſe, 
A haue no doubt but all ſuch ſhe will vſe- 


An by the way his counſcll hee her hows 
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4 thi chould bee to her vnight traiſt and true, 
atoobev, aud hold him in hongur, 

1 bim alone aboue all creature: - 

T:dnone living in her minde foz to hane, 
hole couniel then I truff cher did receiue: 
hen the Lucene ſaid, And pleaſe yourDajeffie, 
This god counſel! that ye haue tolde to me: 

Ft hall be done, ifit were ten times moe, 

Huoth hee, Madame now I thanke you therefoze: 
aping to God pour wozlhip well conuoy, | 
Sto your Land, that per may come with joy: 
Pit then he take the Qucene firſt by the hand, 
bud then theknight which then was herhusband: 
lind gaue them both his bleſling where hee ſtod. | ? 
Kahich to the Quten as ſhe thought was right gad þ 
lf; at that time ſhe thought it was her part, h 

. Wowbett the Ls was blinded fo the heart. 

Ibo firſt the Qnene, and then the noble knight, 
{t this blind king either they twke good - night. 
The ning her kill d, and bade farwell, adew, 

do liko my wife (quoth he) J neuer knew 

ind her fauour will cauſe me thinke on por, *- 
Uhen yo are paſt, this trulie pee map trow, 
Then laid the Quæne low kneeling on her kng, ß, + 
Ithantze your grace that ſach thought takes on me it 11 
Doe J not ſo, when that we are come hame, N 
ind thinke on you, J am right far to blame. 
E great kindnelle and inward courteſte, 1 
Hat pæ haue done to your owne knight and me. 
| "WL lng done, to ſhip the : make paſſage 
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es The ſeuen dag = 
Tntredin boꝛd, and made foꝛ their voyage 


. TPyhe winde was kaire, euen as they would it 
PVeeſed vp ſailes, and to the Sea they paſt, 


The Skipper ſpæœld with ſpæde to the T 


i. To [py the weather, ik tempeſt did appeare, 
rde weather, peare 
Intothat taſe the Sayles the lower beare 4 
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{| | Within wort time the ſhip was ont of ſight, 


Ritſed vp Ancers and Cables in thep dzew, 4 | 


he L0p-matt, i 


Dio was the ning both qutte of Queene and knig Alt 
Asadthen with ſpave the King home ward hee wen n 
To bis Cattle, and found the Auœne abſent, 


Ather was nopde and crabed at the heart 
sn [1 1 I k wh e | Tees ; 7 
dom be kewok furt can tellhis part, 


Upon no man with patience can hee lwke: 
M Per ſought the tow2e, and ſpyed all round abont. 
Ik hee could finde the gate where ſhe tame ont, 
He found the hole and ſecret way at laſt. 
Mberethe knight came, and where away cher p 
Then crpdehee out, Full well-away, alace, 
Hexe is become a great miſchinous cace: 
be knight to whom J gane ſuch confidence, 
% Dt lone and fanour by counſell and credence 
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4 10 . | Dn him alone J would haue lippenedmy life, 
i Pow tcatfrouſſtehathfancaway my wife, 
[117 I wagafolefulfilde with fantaſte, 
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Chat gaue moꝛe faith vnto his woꝛdes tes 


Than; did ape to mine owne ſing &ne, 
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Aherethꝛough J want my bedfellowandNe 
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ind ſhamde loꝛ aye with lacke and deriſio 
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The ſeuen Sages.” | : 
lich will mee bing ta areater confuſion, 
aſidering; well J had mine den to ie, 
nen map well example take by infe- 
J« Che Empatce then ſatd t the Gznperout, 
Kistale J tolde, my Lo2d, fo2-your pleaſure, _ 
Tuld God the ſame that pee well vnderſiod, 
Fn ould pe bee of all danger denude. 
Fj:Cmperonr ſaid, Madame, ſo haue J (ele, 
Withat pee ſaid, J vnderſtandright well, 
Muuth wee, my Lo2d remember how this 1 
& Pt this knight gaue fuch perfect crcedente: 
eto his wo2ds greater credence he gaue. 
Mr his owne tene ſo hee did him deceauue, 
j Plikemaner vnto theſe Hafters ſeuen, So | [6508 
egine moze faith , than to great God of heanen „ MN 
h:ppearance , foꝛ daplie ye map ſw, —_ MM 
What diſpleaſure theſe ſeuen wonld woꝛke on me, 
Ut to deſtroy they labour night and day , | 
? Nye giue faith to each wozd that they lay. 
que than pee doe to pour ownenaturail ene, 
Pi) bereafter both will bee heard and lens. 
ue you not ſ[&ne how your Bonne raue my faces | ne 
| Foretyee gaue ſcarce credence in that cafe 
ich pet beares ſkill the markes as yw may ſ&, 
'Mirreof as pet J get no remedie⸗ 
nals pee know how he would haue mee Hamde ; 
Nude your bed, wherethzongh 4 was dekamde 5 
Wihsbecame through his Paſters delence,; 
| 1 hun to pee gaue ſuch confirmed credence, 


breemarkenot, no? pzints into your hearty, 


The euen ages. "0 
: Wut it noyes mee inwardlie in a part. 
Thereſoꝛe J doubt right ſo2e the amine thin 5 
hall happen vou asit did to this King. 
That gaue credence while hee was quite begull 
Do is vour ſelfe with theſe ſame ſeuen onerſylgh 
Pee ſaid, J gine to mine eene moꝛe credence,' 
Than to theſe ſeuen foꝛ all their great Science 
Therekoꝛe the Moꝛne foꝛ all their tales and fan 
My Son he ſhall of judgement thole the Lawer 
And on the Hozne his Dfficers he canſde tall, 
Commanded them that they ſhould fo2th with 
Takeout his Sonne, and on Gallous him hing 
That it were done befoze each other thing. ' 
Then ſuch a noyſe roſe vp in the Citie, 
It foz fo heare it was a great pittie: if 
That the Emperour his owne Son ſhould cauſe] 1 
Mithin that towne many heart it made wa. 
The ſeuenth ch aſter heard tell ofthis tithand, F 
To the Sergants hee haſted him fra hand: b 
Them fo2 fo mate in all god halle him ſped, 
Mhere they the Childe downe thꝛeugh the cite 
1 |, Nuoth bee, God Friends heartlie J vou bel 
Tarie a time while J the Emperourf peake, 1 
truſt in God ere J be karre away, 
A ſhall his lite from pertil ſaue this dag. 
The Oki cers they were right wonder glad, 
And did euen ſo as the Maſter them bade: . 
To the Emperour hee halted through theton 
And on his knees befoze him hee fell doune, 
- Rendzing him (ych reuerence as acco20s, 


———̃ I—A—- — — —— — — — 
- Sas 5 oY — CL” . 
<2 —— — * 
ay H.-C 5 . 


—— 2 — 2 — 
— — — — — — — — - - — — — —— ——  — k — 
SEE x Pat FITS et nn Ong OE 4 * 
1 _ 9 — — — nd 3 
/ 


5 — —— , — 
a 4 — = CA A 3 * 
* * » m—_ * * 

— 4 os _ 


The ſeuen Sages. 


qafter him to his Pzinces and Loꝛds: 
Emperour with great indignation, 
arable vult, and with bꝛowes caſten downez 
d onto him, All ſoꝛrow mot thee fall. 
onto thee, and to thy Fellowes all: 
be poung childe pee ſenen vnto mee ſent, 
: Ji ſpake right well when hee vnto vou went. 
WMauſeyeeſeuen haue ſent mee ſuch one hither, 
and pee thall bee allhanged together. 
after ſaid, And pleaſe your Pobie Grate, 
n now to moꝛne it is but a ſhoꝛt ſpace, 


Ptben by None with grace of God ofheanen, 


Fit Son thall ſpeake, wee and his Maſters ſeuen Uh 1 * 


o pour Grace wee pꝛomiſe faithfullie, 
paingof death, firſt wee all ſeven, then hee: 
wü Emperour ſatd, If J might that belieue, 
anger then deſire J koꝛ to liue: : 
ech after ſaid, J p2ay you bide ſo lang, 
Ait wee faile, att eight vee ſhall vs hang. 
1 openly vee ſhall know all the ſtriffe, 
7 illention vetwixt bs and pour wife, 
if pour Grace will not doe as J ſay, 
t vill repent right ſo2e another day: 
Fon happen to you perchance ſome night, 
Sitbechanc'd toa right courfeous Knight, 
-Pidied ſhoꝛtlie as J in ftozie read, 
onfÞ* (mail biod that hee law his wife bleed: 
-Pibom after thee was right vnceurteous, 
Pugbt vnkind foz all his great kindnetle: 


empersur laid, Paſter, 3 rou require, 


The ſehen Sages? 


Tell me that tale right faine J would itte 1 ® 
The Maſter ſaid, Cauſe call pour Donne ag : 
The whole ffozie I ſhall ſhow to you plans. 4 

In time comming induring all your life; | 
Pee ſhall eſchew the ſh:ewvneſſe of pour Wit 
The Emperour ſatd. J will callhim againe, 
Conditionallie vnder the lamine paine, 1 
The Moꝛne ere none, ſpeake not he plainlie, I 
Firft hee, then ye together all ſhall die. { 
The Halter ſaid, Df that J am content; 1 
The Emperour ſaid, And thereto J conſent; * 
Then cavſed hee to call the Childe againe, 
And the Paſter fold fo2th his tale in plaine, 
But the Queenes laſt tale further ere wer g/ i 


Watte wil perceiue ere wee tell any moe. Þ 
; 14 
MORALITAS © * 


$a 
I this tale right ſmall 7 can perceive, 0 
To bee extract of morall good ſentence: Ju 
But that this Knight ſubtlelie did deceaue, 
his noble King that giue him ſuch credence, N 
In ſundrie ſorts ſhew him benevolence, + 
Then hee againe vpon the other fide, _ | 
Wich great falſet all his wayes did prouide. 


As to our Queene as ſhee infers this tale, 
To her purpoſe and to her owne affaires, * 
As thinketh mee, the matter tendeth hale, 


To her ſhame as che tale it ſelfe declares, 2 

For to tell foorth plainelic ſhee nor ſpares, WE 

And to rehearſe the whoredome that was hid, 
Berwixt the Knight and Queene that they did. 


He IEVeN ages. 
aldering that they are queens baith, 
n her quite ſuch matters to in bring? 
hath ſhame ĩt js the others skaith, 
dee falſe to her husband the king, 
ye but our Empreſſe can do luch thing, 
Hul irow ere all our books are ended, 


dul perceive as far ſhe hath offended, . 


i octour into his ſermon tell, rg 
prove vice, great faults, or great errour, 
Ne ſame vice being guiltie him ſell, 
hall he ſnib that vice with his honour? 
Sihimſelfas he doth his neighbour, 
es upon his own blanker heſpits, 
us own tale hard on the heeles him hits. 


6; lay neighbour an ill tale if L tell, 

- Þphemie;diſhonour,or yet ſname, 

i perchance likewife come to thy ſell, 
ypen worſe, bringing om as great blame, 
al then in any ſort defame 05 
F oun ne ighbour, except my ſelf be clean, 

| Pings beconfideredand well ſeen. 


From Empreſſe whom tf that now wee ſpeak, 
uu reproach unto another queen: | 
ie may eaſt her cards in at the cleak, 
Fame ſort though now ſuch bee not ſeen, 
Jabew ſa yes, even ſq as now. I mean, . 
f thine own eye fir Teawrtiak out the balk,- 
 Yicighbour then peartly may thou talk. 


Y w 


+38 lerefore, I ſay, thou had rfee d for to ſee, 
M%afault into thy neighbour fand: 
Alle faults ſee chou well purged bee, 
prove ere that thou take on hand: 
4 — 


[ 


The ſeven Sages. 


Elſe thy reproof with koneur cannor ſtand, 
It toobeythere is few will bee able, 
If that becknown inthe fame culpable, 


How can a queen ſo foul a fact infer, 
Contrare a queen, and ſhee her ſelf gu ele; 
In the tame crime, yea, and perchance far war? 
Houbeit it bee clocked more qu yetl 72 
Ey on falſet, fy on hid harlotrie, ö 
That an ill tale of thy neighbour canſt tell, DEL 
And the ſame tale redounds even on wy" ſell. 


A reproach or reprofe to 
the Empreſſe. 2 
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athedgallerand gucen now with a glozious gloſe; *; 
ag falſe tales of teen thou trows to Leng the =» „ 
eee fo my ioyes, there is ſome eraith to finde, 
A prick into your noſe ere me have done hebinde- 
Thinks thou 16 blow us blinde® there other tales ts bell, 
hen ſtabled; z all indie loo then who beares the bell; 
The wrack ſha on thy ſell, bath the ſorrow aud fte, = 1 5 
„ 1 | Thox Prolerpine of hell, mee cure thee not a ite, 
For all thygreat deſpite hid over with bar'otrie,. os ol 
Ful well wee ſhall thee quite, ihat all the world may erb. 1; 
That bi ſmeir bellamie, thine hips hall thole hote job un 
For thou ſerves them truely at the childe ard his Malers. 


The tale of the ſeventh Maſter. 4 
V Pon a time there was a noble kni abt. 
That had a wife that was both fair and 
Whom he ſo loved, that by no way he 57 
Ok the whole day an houre want ol her raj 
Upon a time after meat and gladuele, 
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The ſeven Sages: 


Tutjeir paſtime theſe two went to the chefſes --- 
in bis hand it hapned him to have 
Por by-knife,and ia amongtt the be. 
Inton the ſtrake ber band a little wie, 
lt a d2op c of blood that v might! ſe. 
he the blodſaw of his wife, 
nes he ſaid that che would loſſe ber Me, 
Ine them all amongſt them her — down 
4 jwery. wo into a deadly \wown: 
0 Pninent then ſhe began ta cat 
In bis face cold water very kaſt: 
nheovercame within a little ſpaces. 
Tan water ther wap lo on his faces. 
. FPinilterhe cauſd callof the town 


& * N 


Fyaxed i tobeaf his confeſſion: . 

A = knew without any remead. . = 
was nothing foz him but pꝛeleht dead, 
ofic 170 15 fo2 none other deid, - 


fingerbl&d. .. D 5 


5g great Quit and bews ailing, 2X 


Ind dane in heit manner tt b be: 

] SLavemaes emn tow - 

10 fill as voth the turtle ww,... 
time to lide in chafitie,, 

dt know any mans companie: 


* * 7 * 


Nie fill apon her ws grave, 
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The ſeven Sages. "MF 
And nevernioze wojldly comfozt to aver" 
But evermozeunto the day thevie, nid 
In that ſame grave white that the buried'b{e" i 
Ber friends ſuid nay;thatwasrior al ker dec 
Dith it pleaſo God her husband was at ten, on 
Bade ber paſſe home, and cat her to deteld 
Ber ſpouſe x batrns, to mautn wotildnbthingalf" 
Give tothe pz, and let he dead hence gb, Qſ 
We think it belt, guoth they, that ve de br vl 
Wie (hall you do ali tomſo that- wer can, 
ThenafterwardtschifeÞdita new mat, 51% n 
Calt you lo mirth,and let Ur] e F 
Foz natural ts that all menon 1k . 

Sb: (aid,Comniſell of poir one will J 

f02 I will die widow'abvbi this gr! 


Ao a ſmaldds phe fawn 

Shou'd I notthen bothitt ard 
Dn my perſon ſome ee Eo to 11 
The cruelve vatt n Adlern 
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Becau e ſhe was in türk une PN 15 ; 


Muculd caſt them then ſome way to verb 
Aab lalu the wotld dsnxtþing but her wh 


mom Gn, as — . 


* 1C:IEVEN: Sages. 
1 e they ſought the came fo total. | 
«Haoſed to big even abthe graves five 
Heer lodge wherein-that ſhe might bide, 
Said her all neceſtars thereto 
laffatres 0: what ſhe had ado, rh 
1 ting well ſhe would change her täte . 3 77107 
aJiſtertwards to wozke with friends 4.4 TRE: 
Ning right well thattſhe would no way want 
Ho people, but ſhe thereto wauld hant: 
Aer her left into her quiet cave, 
1 ring right loꝛe above ber busbands nravs. 
u was a law then made in thatcitie, 
. F man condemned was to die 
Ace gallous foxtreſpaſſe and unright, 
Anthe ſhireffe ſhould wake him all that night 
G I; harneſfethe moꝛn while it were dap, 
hat the thief ſhould not be ſtoln away: 
$i ſo Were. the chiretke tine bis land. 
1 Hils his life to b iu the kings hand. 
his mean time it hapned that there was 
Inhanged fo; his theft and treſpalle: 
e the ſhireffe behov'o that night of-fezce 
Marmour to wake that hanged cozſe: 
ohe did, howbeit thenight was cold, 
ebe watched there was nohouſe noz hold. 
co that night to bee both winde and rain, 
tin no ſozt thereout he might remain, 
Wierie cold hæ ſtood of lite (uch doubt, 
abelive he blenked him about: 
q aur ch pard beſide the knights own grave, 
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The ſevenSages, - 


Alittle light the chiretfe tan perteabe 
From the window where that the en . 
Bither he goes in all the haſte he may :: 
At the ludge do hee knocked gutetip, Th + 
And ſon the ſpake,and askd-who may * 
This time of night to waken a pwz Widow: 
Away, be gone. In heart right lo;rowtotw . . 8 
He ſaid, J am the ſhireffedf this town, 4 4 
Fo2 very cold J am tn point to [wown,- - ; 
Except ye let me in right haſtilie, 


F vety cold doubtleſte A crow to ble. N 
Ak ye come in, quoth ſhe, J fear right ſoꝛe 


Chat ye will eake mine anguiſh moꝛe aud u non 
Which were nerdleſle, ſir if v knew my then 
Nuoth he, Ladie, fozſcoth that ſhall J nought: F* 


A pzomiſe vou neither in wozd noz deed. 


Pou foz to craib,therefozehave-you no dꝛerd. 'F 
Chen up h& roſe, and belive let him in, 
Foz very cold he chevered at the chin . #F 
And down he lat, and warmd him at the fire, 'F"* 
Which foz todo was cireatly his deſire: | 
Fra he was warmd, and reſted there a was, i T 
Graithly he blent into the widowes face. 4 

Quoth he Ladie, to diſpleaſe vou no war, 

A woꝛd with leave J would unto you = - FF 
She ſaid, God ſir,ſay on what ever yoo pleat T 
Foz yourſayings can dome no diſeaſe 
Be ſatd, Ladie,Jmarvelt ofyour minoe, = 
Co this vain wozk that ve ſhould be ein, 
Conſidering ve are a fatr Late, __ 


4 inyour floures,young,pleaſant.and luffie, 
ua moze met,and better by ten fold 
4 u palle home, and keep your own houthold, 
, 0 bide, and eour ſelf to deffroy, 
4 Fakes mourning, and in nop. 
th: God ür, if 4 your woꝛds had known ; 
Wit ye ſhould ſuchſayings to mi ſhown), 
; oily not had into this hoyſe entrie, 
Niere talk of ſuch pyrpoſe to ma: 
to pon as I ſaid of befoze 
ti my kriends, and J wouldp@no maze 
$i of theſe things, they ſink not in mine head. 
re not well mine husband ſuffered dead 
almall dꝛop he ſam mp finger bleed, 

think ve not that J ſhould do ſome deid 

jim again, and take ſome ſmall pennance, „ 
{might mee cauſe ot him have remembꝛance: 
ſeleze A wall him love in ſuch a wile, 
 F:1 muſt love the grave wherein he lyes, 

Pl0; bis lake ſuch pennance take on mæ, 

4 vhershe lyes above it hall J die. 
Ihe ſhiretke took leave, and up he roſe, 
Nuareſt gate unts the gallous goes: | 

Pohen he came, the thief that he left there 
ukoln awar, whereok he made great care, 

Pad oktimes, hat have J done alaces 

eis become tome.a. carefall cace: 

dem gear, and alſo all my land, 

ate like wile is in the king his hand: 

17 J ndzing in ſturt both to and . 
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' Becauſe the was ſo devout in her lell, 


Nuoth he, Kadie, J come to have counſell 


DOꝛ elle on koꝛce aut of this realm to flæ, 


The ſeven Sages. 
And know not what to ſay foz verie wo: 4 
0 at the laſt he thought that he would pany -WÞ4 
To the Wadie befoze where that he was, 


Be trowd ot her to habe ſome god connſell } - | 
Eben tame he on about thefirſt cock, + + 


And at the dz quietly div he knock. © 
Nuotd ſhe, (Who is that ſo ſon calleth now: 
I the ſhireffe am come again to vou: 
I have a ſturt and anger at mine heart, 
And J would ſhew thereof to vou ſome part: 
Cherefoze heartlp J p2ay ou let me in, 
I ſhall vou ſhew the matter main and min: 
Yowbeit it was to her ſome pzettie pain, 
Pet up the roſe and let him in again. 
Chen he began the caſe all foz to tell, 


Df vou, becauſe J note right well ve know, 
When an man is hanged by the law, 
Pine office is tokep him night and day, 


Jn theſame time while J talked with vou, 
Che thief which J ſhould have waked while day 'Þ) 
Some lubtile hands have ſtollen him away, . 
Wherztb2ough J will incurre the king his fed, N 
Wolle all my lands, andalſo tine my head: | 


5 The leven Sages- 
ans bat doubt an heavie caſe to mee, 

Hong vou your connſell give ma to 

Pais cale what ve think belt to do. 55 
Joche, God fir, fo2 you mine heart is wo, + 
Vuch milchance ſhould happen on ou ſo: 
ute ver have made your firſt mone to mee, 


* 


Aron help, dekend, and als ſupplie: 
Fhaldkindnefſe,conrtefie and reaſon 
uo heart to have compaſſion, © 
be, Ladie, J lippen on you no leſte, 
to have pour counſell and kindnelle, 
eye are in great eſtimatiun, 
Pt, viſdome,and als devotion: 
Ibelæ ve to have pour connſell now, 
ul mp cauſe clean J commit to you; 
tis ſaid ſince firſt the wozld began, 
Fi great help into a god woman. 
Pladte then was moved with mercie, 
this knight her heart had great pittie⸗ 
ſlelatd, Dir, your ſturt it mobeth ma, 
date gd heart, and per ſhall helped be, 
Pucounſell, and ſhoztly to conclude, 
'Filneither loſſe your life, lands,noz good. 
Ia, Ladie, that erand bꝛought me here, 
emp lite, my lande, my gods, and gear. 
e, Good fir, will ve ſay faithfully, 
have done that y& will marrie ma: 
Nu all that J have to youſaid, 
e, Ladie, of that J would be glad: 
Vo in heaven to me ye would do lo, 


= 


even Sages, 


That I might bee your per fon fellow to, 
Conſidering A am but a po knight, \& 
And xa aLadie ot great blod and might, A 
Would pe diſdain to humble your ſelf to . 

2 ſhonld pon ſerbe with all humilitie: 
Do both their mindes and all their whole intent 
Was well agred, whereok they were content. 
God fir, ſaid ſhe, xe know rigbt well J wate, 
Bow mine husband was buried of the late, 

Who loved me ſo wonder well inded, 
That foꝛ a dzop he ſaw my finger bled: | 
Ve to in beart ſo great ſturt and plealute, 
Df dulefull death ſuffered the ſharp ſhoure, - 
Go take him up fs2 to bee your relief, if 
And hing him up where hanged was the thief. 4 
Che ſhireffe ſaid, Fair Ladie,by the rod 
Pour counſell is ſubſtantious and go: 
Then paſt they both boldip with main and mig | 
Out of the grave they tk this new dead knighWi 
Tye lhireffe ſaid, yet one thing feareth me, $ 
|: | Whethief which J cauſs hing upon the tre, | 
Two ol his tœth above was stricken out, | [ 
TLoyhereloꝛe 4 ſtand into avdzeatcull doubt: | | 

Ik any man the lamine ſhould perceive 4 

That this dead coꝛſe his tæth above doth hahe:4 it 

It were my death, and called great deceat, 3 1 [] 

What fo: to do hereofnot weil wait. ' 

She laid, pour ſelf might that right well ten 

I give vou lie ve Erike thꝛe out of his bead. 1 . 

Guy pe, Ladte, to that 4 were right lag 


* 7 
1 It 


eleven Sages. 


&1knight it is e | 55 


;yaldent 03 dead men foz to ſfrike: 
cid greatly both faith and fame infect 
is when he wasliving here on life, 


tmp chilozen, and my weddod wife 


him beſt ok any man livand, 


Sif0zeln him J cannot put my hand. 

vill not ding them out then, ſaid ſho, 

oz your love the ſame thing J will do: 

ih a ſtone two ol his teeth out dangg. 

ubad the chireff hing him where the thick hang, 

Ihireffe laid, pet J fear one great thing, 
iet which IJ on the gallous cauſd hing 

Neous wound he got on the fo;ebead,: 


taking they had him at luch fead: 


i | 


ith his lugs they owed quite him fca, 8 
nur husband bee ha not even right ſa, 


Fuld bee my deſtcucion haffilie, 
matter J pꝛap you counſell me. 
Pit the reft, quoth che, that's but abourd, 


Nut your ſelfpeartly dꝛaw out your ſwozb? 
eloꝛe⸗head ſtrike him as beftefferes, 


nthat is done, then cut off botb his ears. 


ie Vadie, krom that God mb defend, 
ring uno his lives end 

oihim well, and had in companie, 
Fetehalf A p2ay you pardon mæ: 
obefoze J did to you declare. 
an knight-head the oath it is tontrare. 


ine dur (word, quoth che, and fo your love, 
That 


1 


That ſame to do now peartly chall A piobe: 4 
dhe ton the fwoꝛd, and to the man was dear: al 
AA crael ſtrake ſhe gavehini in the head: R 
be With the lame ſwozd into her great deſpite - &,, 
Df both his lugs belive ſhe made him quite: 1 
Thenſaid,God fix,now per may without tati Nu. 
But any fear him to the gallons caries Sj 
And hing him up where the thief hang befoze, 5 
90 are pe quite of danger, ſturt, and hoe. {1 
Che ſhtretke lad, yet one thing refts in thoughthn; 
T berekoꝛe while now remembꝛance had J niSy; 
„ Yowbeit the thief was whole in bowk and bea 
A | Pet welt A wot he wanted both the ſkones: u 
And be that knobun all is foꝛ nought thats dont 
1. #1  Muoth che, In faith the ſtones he ſhall want ſoit 
And with aknifetheffones ſte tok him fra, In 
105 And laid, God ſir, now to the trees him ta, In 
He cumbers us foz to bide ſo long here, ut 
Quoth he. Mp ſelt alone dow not him bear. Yi; 

Quoth (he, In faith foz that it hall not ſtop, i 
Tanke pd the tail and J ſhall take the top: i 

Foz ſinte he came out from the ſepulture qe 
A have him made a loathſome creature: Hy 
To theſe gallous theſe two tok him but moze, 'Fit 
And hanged him where the thief hang beſoze- Yi 


Then was the ſhireſkeok the kings danger quit 
By the great help of the Ladie ſo white. n 
Then laid ſhe, Dir, now verie mell ve knaw, ſk 


| 

| 
po that p were by oꝛder or thelaw Ft 
ne Beth lite and lands in danger foz to tine, A 


63 — —- * 


The leven Sages, 


3 have bzought all to a g fine, 
1. tounſell, and only foz yanr love, 
pur pleaſure, and als foz your bebobe: ES 
ne ſince pe in all matters have ſped, I 
Eiudce again ye wouldme wed, 
of zm to pour condition and pꝛomiſe, 
hach in no ſo2t à knobo ye will not mile; | 
T. Ss oth Ladie à made a vow 
I chould not marrie woman but bin, 
ig as pe were living upon life, | 
oo to him that hath the to his wile: nn 
Ghameleſe ſhꝛew, and molt wickedof all, Bs 
; Ji tiger, a vengeance the befalb;:..:': --.. --- 
1 leknight thou had to thine husband. 
Wiz adzop of blood fœzth of thine hand: 
11 ſuch lo ve: yea, inward love tütha, 
Iturt thereof at ſhozt cauſde him to d 
uin no wiſe all his love regarding, 
Ginot teeth truely thou did aut ding. 
'Ysfozehead a fell waund did thou 5 1255 5 95 12 5 
Fd his lugs, and als bis konenfuch ie: 7 
| "3 think on this ugly Milaniec *2 0114 
ne pꝛeſer ve that J notanarrie then: 
io that cauſe J finde thee ſo _ 
Tin alone that loved the ſo well: 
| 0 coming oucanſghette by, ber 
Tue man that would lay tove on th 
| Wiiloze A think that thou ſhalt * no ma, 
Tueroming mine own hands chau the da: 
Wont ſhozt he put ber there to dead, 
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„Ihe leven Sages; * 
 Deed2ewhis ſwozd,and quite cut of herten 
Lhe Palter laid unto the Emperour, 
Dir, A require it it be your pleaſure. 
Af that pe have the woꝛds ok this tale tane? | 
— Tye Cmperour ſaid, yea Paſſer every ane; K 
Ohe was a wife the woꝛſt and moſt cruell -J 
That à befoze of any yetheardteii: 4 


s 
x 


Thelhireffe als rewardedherthe thing 6 
Chat the deſerv d to r de * * 7 
2 = vate her dærdes accoꝛding: 1 
at 1 
Foz that would makecuch bültpng geen 
From that time fo2thJ carenbt ®bepart, - Þ« 
Veeſaid, pLozd,and pieafe pour Majellte, . 
Chat thing the moꝛn pe thall both hear and iz 
At your pleature as yourſelf doth defies. © \$" 
An audiencebefoze the whole impire:  - 
And ſhall know well thecauſeof unkindnede . 
Betwirt nsſeven,your ſon,and the Cmyzetiba 
The © mperrar ſaid, Af that thing come to pa 
Then youtrewardſhaltbe what p will as, . 
Ver laid, ByLo2d, altis at your pleaſure, 
50 tot his leave then-from the Emperour. by 
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1 — to this tale that the DoQour bath told 


e may perceive ſentences manifold, * * 


Pertaining to womens unſtablen elle, 


Y% 


> 
9 Hr WY pr ee 9 age. 


The ſeven Sages. 


ia her big above the grave an E bold, 
cl on will to have ay hat they would, = 
akcknown her fained holineſſe, + 
hon was turnd to babifh aut e. nd 5 
chen how that ſhe as id bold e 
Thong and ſhew her cruelneſſe. 


LENS le. 1 


Whee ber fs to bee) in lick 
yidow, and Iĩve in deyorion, 
yptayer, and in almes deede, 
ſoon was turnd! n Auoulation » 3 
zonn ſpouſe that made fuck. murinen, 
Leabecauſe ſhe ſaw her finger bleed. 
Jar ſhe him for his good ms aud need, 
rs and lugs ſhe ſtowed, and te eth put dangs 5 
Futhe gallousas ka yo gf Feet 1 


is her boye, hate isher flablenele, 

Sherfavour, here is her faithſuln Y 

ober chaſtne ſſe, here her chzritie, 225 

+ uteſie, here i: is all her kindneffe, 1 
uSanhead,lo here is here fe,” LS 

| über hope; here is ler Boneſtie,. 3 
ber ganſell, here all hel 20 onelſe, 

-Fiis ct angd i into keen e 5 


4 anellousGod 1 es | 
Women are ſo cruell and ſo keen, 

1 given to wiekedneſſe and vice, 

rr time evermore ſo liath been, - 

Nauſort can yer therefra abſtain, | 

&rers, there is a matter nice; 
A rbeſt to play them at the dice. 

ent way is this world as l ween, 


their ſhame let wem on ſink and fs, 
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H: Sudges, 


Where ſhould be fa ch en ſhew they 52 0 
And where favour they ſhey ꝑnfaithfulneſſef 
Where ſhould bee reſt they ratle ay in a rane 
Where love ſhould be chere ſlie they bitterneſſe: I 
Where peace ſhould be there ſhew. they er. 
Where goodneſſe is there lodging have they nane, 
Where teen and tray that houſe is to them tane: 
Where meekeneſſe is, then are they ay menſleſſe, 
O married men, for you make great mane, 


For why? your heads are nul bound toa ſake, - I 
And though yee do all yee can for her ſake, 
As you becomes both into word and deed, * 
And ſodayly on her ſervice do vaike, Dans, 
She counts not all your cunning worth a caike't!-.i! ++: || 
When ever ſhe craibes;or caſtsbickwardthe' creed," 
Even as the knight ſa his wifes finger bleed, 
In loves labour when ever that yee inlake, 
All things bygone ſhe. counts pon worth a thresd. 


9 


Beeauſe they are fo kittleof the kame, Abt 
- Whiles like wilde wolyes,whiles as a dove as tate . P 
In at your boſome, and then our ar your Ilieve, ; "1 
Such ſouleſſe things have neither fin nor; have, = 
Then wedo wrong any wile them 55 blame, . 
They will do nought that WII tek! husbands g bie 
Nor ſcarcelyſ I unlefle he give her lieve, 
Such innocents that know of nought but ill 


They covert ndiſght but wy to ha ve their will. „ 
„ en.. 

Some makes ſo woy, ſpgimpe 7 dink and dane; o 
Howbeit yee ſpeak ſne will not blink again: :v4 om N 

And if ſhe do, it is out on the ſide, e 1 
That Fillocks would bee at the field as fane,. n 21 The 1 
That ſeemes a Sainct, now fend us from Sathanz ez 1 fit 10 5 
Though ſhe be brawld, and busked like a bride, 1101 


Under colour ſhe is a graceleſſe guide, 1 
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© TeVen ses. 
aide of phantaſie prophane, 
1 rebald readie all times to ride. 


od women example here may ſee, ' 
chined with falſe hypocriſie: 
ght preſenting an Angel, 
Pon inward ſatiat with crueitie, | 1 
Fed with all fraud and falſitie: 
bit comes of the great devil of hell, 
Fiay ſers his courage for to quell 
Futinde with his keen crudelitie, 
Teen do as now no more! tell. 


Apraiſe to the ſeventh Maſter. 


— ia. 


yu haſt Doctor put off a doubtſome day, 
me ſerenth & laſt wherein moſt perrill lay 
de the child upon the morne at noon =. 
Gods name let him come on a way, | > 
kapreſſe if he hath ought to ſay 2 it 
out 1 think it were well done, 

a ehath been to him right importoon 
„ watrare ſhe hath done that ſhe may 
aſſichim miſſe both dinner and disioon. 
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An exclamation tothe child. 


br ſuce thou Speaks on her thon wreak the well, 
bh thou bait cauſe thy ſelf thou haſt ſome feel, 
- ter no more than thou had hanged been, 
f hey, nom hit her on the heels 
525 hare her not though ſhe were ihiffe as ſteel, 
ah been ro thee right wonder keen: n 
4 | F Which I 


os 
\ Ai WV 
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Which in uo ſort pertained to a Queen, 
On ſuch a wiſe a young clark to cauſe kills 
bo never wrong ht bo her tray nor teen. 


How Diocleſiane on the Empreſſe complaind, 
And him excuſde of all matter ſhe meande. ſv 
Fter that the ſeven Maſters all about, | 
Had ſav'd this child of all danger and deu 
Bp god reaſons of ſtozies heard andſ&@n, Ji 
Upon the mozn together did conven: il 
Lo a counſell to ſæ how well they might, ) 
Convoy this child unto his fathers ſight; 0 
And from p2iſon how beſt they ſhould him biin a 
All to conluit they paſt foꝛ the lame thing: 
Do to pꝛiſon they came with one conſent, 
To ſ peak this child beloꝛe the none they went, 

Dis opinion and counſell foz to hear; 
What he wanted that they ſeven ſhould him le 

UKght well beſen in honeſt o2nament, 4 
DfhisPalters twolome befoze him went: 0 
And on each ſide ol his Maſters went one, 
And thꝛeꝛ behind and ſo fozeward are gone 
Anv fcurteen men in their company went, 
Each one playing on diverſe inſtrument: 

And every one was Maſters in Mucke, 
Foz melodie and mirth there was none ſicke; 
To the Palace this child they did convoy. bo 
Uith great blithncfſe, mirth melodie and job 1 
£0 that the ſound of all the inſtruments, 


And the great noiſe in at the windows wu! 


FF 


| 
j 


wr 


U { was the noyſe the Emperour did demand, 
T id it was his Son comming at hand; 
Jar grace foz to excuſe him ſell, 
'Srtof plaints which ſome did to you tell. 
nperour ſatd theſe tythings would like ine, 
ſpeaking if I might hear oz ſe, 
Kalace this young child took entrelle, 
S&:0(many made mirth and merrineſte: 
Juden he came to his fathers p2eſence, 
illed him with duly reverence: 
honour, favour, and humilitie 
mbecame 92 could of courteſie. 
ing umpany and all about was glad, 
Hicreat gladneile to his father he ſaid: 
Father dear, health honour, and welfare 
it wur grace fo2 now and evermare; 
Inas he of his Son heard the voice, 
adiicheart it did him ſo rejop ce: 
Bis great love his wits it did confound, 
e fo foy flatlings fell to the ground. 
: Þip again his Don tok him in haſt, 
ſiberle times in his armes he him bzaiſk: 
dh ſwet wozds and comfoztablebzacing, 
iwoun again he did his father bzing: 
rom ſwoun as the Emperour did wake, 
aud began to his father to talk; 
eople there was ſuch confluence, 
0 aus to ſpeak could ſcarce get audience: 
vilperour caulde caſten foz to be | 
unmes of gold dutthꝛough the whole citie: — 
Ti 5 Lo 
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\ 4 
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|" Shehearing that ſtrakein afellon fear, 


e LEVEN Sages, 


To that effec fodzaw the people away, - 
That he might hear what thing his Port Wil, 
Df the money yet few tek ſmall regarde; 
That the young man ſo fane they would babe 
he Emperour cryed, give audience, YF 
On patne of death each man to kep ſilence · 
Then all was cloſe to ſpeak there durff no may, 
Chen foz toſpeak Diocleſiane began. 
Ay father dear humblie J pou beſek, 
That pe will cauſe ere I ms woꝛds doſpak; 
Pour own Empzelle with her fair ladies gent, , 
At my ler mon eachone to be pꝛeſent: q 
The Cmperour incontinent gave tommand, 
That the Empꝛeſſe ſhould thither come fra by ; 
With her ladies of her chamber eachone: l 
To her in haſte the meſſenger is gone, . 
In right great haſte the meſſenger ſhew her til 
$ he Emperour his whole command and will. ( 


1 


d as no remead but all they muſt campate 
Then did the child deſeze the Emperour, 
Tyat all the ladies of the Empꝛeſte bour 
Should ſtand in row eachone at others ſide, | 
On painc of death that none ſhould themſelve hn 
Thatthe people might all them plainly ſ&, - 
Che. r trim makedome and als their honeſtie, 
heir favour face their fame and faſhion. {I 
heir b)ave havings and their painted perſa; 
Upon tbe daſe theie ſainas when they were | 
Ther were moſt like angels come out of beste 


The ſeven Sages. 


ere ſo ſweet ſome ſaid they were all ſants, 
nen them calde as trim as tergimants. 
imd ther up all into plaine pꝛeſence, 
Kt)echild gaue open audience. | 
Flad the child, father, lift up your ene, 
Sow long that ye have blinded been: | 
"jour Empꝛelle that is your maried Auen 
hat young wench that is all clad in green, 
his bour maid unto your own Empzelle, 
nſhehath moze in favour and kindneſſe: 
iber ſhe had J dare well take on me 
{they ürſt met unto your Baſeſtie, 
MJ deſire if that it pleaſde your grace, 
MEmcled befoze pon in this place: 
ring done right well ye ſhall percetve, 
ibour maid and ſuch Empꝛelle pe have. 
1, m anl werd this noble Emperour, 
ginoweſt ((on) it is not mine honour: 
be ſhame to me and to us all, 
Wmatd be foze us foꝛ to call. 
dad the child a maiden if ſhe be, 
eat ſhame thereok be laid on me: 
enndenot a voung matd, as pe tell. 
tall chame remain ſtill with her ſell. 
, Fiperourcommandedthat be dane, 
Alters they unbeclad her ſon: 
Hes off tane tt well appeared than, 
iematd but alwayes was a man; 
ff ſignes of members natutall. 
L many had wonder great marvell. 


"il 
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The ſeven Sages, 


Then laid the Hon with all humilitile, 
Che very truth father now may ve l : 
Ok the kalſet and great ſnbtleneſſle 
Ok this rebald, and als of your Empzeſſe: - 
How day and night in blindnelle they vou led br 
Uahen they beit thought have ay defylve 1's je 
In your chamber ay ulde ſuch harlotrie; '' 4 
Foznication, whozdome, adulterie de 
Not regarding Gods law noz conſciente f 
No2 your dꝛeadeur, your love, no: reverence; $n 
But evermoze their luſt and their pleaſure, * 8 
Wok when they lift fo pour great diſhonour,'P " 
When the Emperour ſaw all the verity, * ys 
Hob this young man was clad as a Lady: . 
And uſednightly in chamber with theQuay' . 
Foz very wꝛath impatience and teen, qi 
Vis ene they glowꝛd and als his faceit weil, 
His great anger there's no man that cart teu [ 
He commanded them both incontinent,” T: 
Without mercy to be condemnde and burnt. 
Then ſaid the Don, father remain a time, þ 
While J rep2ove her of her cruell crime: 
She laid on me and fa!ſlyon me bought. 
The thing which I hadne'rin minde non hal | 
Luhe father ſaid that thing and all the reſt: 
Is in your hanv do with't as ye think bet 99 
Chen laio the on a lyer if ſhe be. £& 
Cben let the law coꝛrea her foꝛ her lie: 
But ye ſhall know when firft ye foꝛ me ſet, 
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The ſeven Sages. 


nein J ſaw a wozd if that I (pake, 
on ſeven dayes that J with ſhame and lake 
Aud tbole the dead with all great crueltie: 
In way that could devyſed be. 
hat alone by the great foze⸗thonght fead, 
"Sh Cmpzeſle imagining mine dead: 
| Twas the cauſe, father J durſtnot ſpeak, * 
-refoze pardon at you now here I ſcek- 
Pbhere ſhe ſayes that J would hec oppꝛeſt 
Auth that is aleſing manifeT: 
*Itruly ſhe did all that in her was. 
+ Fiber ſoꝛt to bꝛing that thing to paſſe. 
-Jbvhen ſhe law that I refaſde ſuch thing, 
- Sinſwered not, incontinent ſhe did bzing: 
er and pen with ink ſhe had readie, 
de me to w2ite my minde there quietly: 
i Huben J w2ote aad all her minde rekuſed, 
it hayed her foz fo hold me ercuſed; 
n not defile my fathers bed, 
Mthe w2yting under her feet ſhe tread: 
'Fitabe her face and all her robes the rent, 
Tri loud voice ſhe crpyde incontinent- 
" Reet that crime ſhe laid alone on me, 
rin truth this is the veritie. 
Pathe Emperour this tale heard to him fold, 
Inthe Queens kace greatly he did behold: 
Hawlome vult angrie and als auſtær, 
ut but cauſe ſaying on this manner: 
of Tage and ſhamelelle creature! 
"Fit thou no wiſe ſtanched thy ſoule nature: 


* 


-+ oh l 0. eee, 


he ſeven Sages. 


id my bodp and with thy rebald knabe, 
But in like ſoꝛt mine own ſon thou wouldeg le 
O wicked wife never taking regard 1 
Ok thine own ſhame, no; of heavenly bn N 
Had thou tane hed of whom thou had deſcenden 
That would never ſo far to me offended, | 
Thou wꝛought alwapes that ever thou could in 
On the gallous to cauſe my Don be ſhent. 
And ay thy minde with falſet was infected: - 
Lruſting all time (uch ſhould not be cozreced, | 
But God is juſt howbeit he thole a time, 
As he thinks god he will puniſh the crime: 
Thereloꝛe becauſe of ſuch thou hadſt no ſhame, 
Upon thy ſelf ſhall ly both wite and blame, 
That meſo long thy bedfellow haſt blinded: 
Cherefozetby fleſh fo2 ſuch faults now ſhall find! 
Then gruflings (with ſhe fell upon her face, 
Down at his knee and at him cride fo2 grace: 
Saying god Lo2d foz thy pꝛintelp pitie te 
Tome moſt vile thou would grant ſome mercie 1 
Foz my great gui. t here plainly J confeſle, Yi 
Grant me ſome grace koꝛ the great gentleneſe l 
Then to her ſaid this noble Emperour Mi 
Who was fulfilde with ſturt and diſpleaſure, 
O vile woman fo2 mercy thou doft crave, 
Which by no way thou art wozthy to have: 
The cruel] death thou haſt deſerved th2 iſe, 
Which J Hall ſhow by thze manner of wayes: * 
Firſt thouhaſtdorethe fin ok adulterie, 
ee To the great ſhame and contem ption of uo 
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T The ſeven Sages, © 
Ach by the law erpzeſſe is no remead, 
Hunces bed foz to defile but dead, 
Inſecondlp mine only ſon and air: 
I did pꝛovok to be adulterar. 
chat effect to the chamber him led, 
gihthz toly and to defilemy bed 
ch ſerveth death as no man can excuſe, 
Whit the ſame in truth he did refuſe. 
A each day with falſe tales tyſted me, 
rare juſtice to cauſe mine own Son die. 
d:0(e thon knew his cleargie and cunning), 
foal baudzte and filthineſſe would ont b2ing 
, Sirefoze by ſaw thou ler ves punilht to be, 
nok all law to ha ve extremitie. 
Inlaid the Don Father right well ve know,. 
min he dayly tyſted you (not by law) 
Fubith ber tales e ag kalſe leaſing, 
in gallous but mercy me to bing, 


in irſt ſupply of the great God of heaven, 
ich will ever the innocent defend, 
[e Pirto need will to them ſuccour ſend, 
ich pꝛeſently he bath to me now done 
ſump need hath ſend me ſuccour ſon. 
lather Jtruſt it was you told, 
ur Empꝛeſſe that J purpolde and woldt 
Nabe yoar grace from this noble Cmpyze, 
da never was pet truly my deſy2e: 
Nas he ſaid that it was mine intent, 
Modeſtrop with my Malers conſent. 


þ I» \ \ * 2 


r not thꝛough help of my god maſters ſeben, 


And 
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And by that way your rowmes foz fo obtain, 
Mich truely pet my minde did never mean: 
uch foꝛ to do J p2zay God me defend, 
D2 pet think ſuch once unto my lives end: 
Foz of your grace my living all J have 
But ve on like J ought no moze to crave, 
J am your Son and pe my father dear: 
Would J you want fo2 any wozidly gear, 


Han, nay, not ſo, fo2 I ſhall ay labour 


Foz to uphold your welfare and honour, 


I At my power and utter diligence: 


With heart and hand and all god reverence, I. 
At your pleaſure your bidding and command, f 
Laſting yourlife ay conſtant ſhail J ſfand: 
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As his father keſt his Don into the ſea: 
Becauſe his Son told him fo; veritie, 
That he ſhould be above his father Tozd, 


To the which tale the father could not coꝛd: 


Then the father keſt the Don in the lea, 

But the great God gave him help and ſupplte, 
And would not thole that tyme he ſhould be dead 
nt though his grace he fend him ſome remeadiy 
HPpPet the Dons tale it came trulp to paſſe, 
1 And the father not one mite wozſe he was: 


To the father what binderance ceuld it be, 


Hobwbeit his Son had obtainde dignitie, 
Not hindering the father in no ſoꝛt 
A think it ſhould have ben to his comfozt; - 


The ſeven Sages. 


S:Godwilling father my governance, 
hall perceave ſhallbeno hinderance: 
npzejudtice in no ſozt to your grace, 
KHtalwayes ſhall be mirth, fop, and — 
gn ſaid on high this noble Emperour, 
od alone be loving and honour: 
hat ſuch a Don undeſerved hath me ſend, 
guide this realme after my dayesend: 
ts, ſo good, fo vertuous in all thing 
Þgreat welfare ſo able this realme bꝛing, 
$0 my dear Don heartly J the require, 
Il me ſome tale that all about may hear: Wit £6 
Whecrethzongh they may thy wiſedome under ſtand 
Noth he father that (hall I fake on hand: 1 
| e command all men fokep filence, 
File J have done and give me audience: 
Then J have done as pethink expedient, 
pour Empzeſſe then pe give foꝛth judgement. 
When filence was commanded to all man, 
Diocleſiane thus wiſe his tale began. 


„ Ffer Titan had tane his ſtaffe in hand, 
14 and lightly lap as Loꝛd outov'r theland: 
cauſe the day was both ſ wert, ſoft, and fair. 

Hen up I roſe and paſt tomy Libzair: 
in ſtudped there a while as J thought god, 
Jetauſe it was my uſe and conſuetude: 

ais after my leſſon was complert, ny 1 
en to refreſh and recreate my ſp2its =} } 

n that time J lapd aſide my bo, 1 
3 and 1 * 


_» 6. gun The ſeven Sages. 
And in mine hand alittle volume fok, 
WPPel righter dyte and ſfozies of the old, 
is Shat our elders befoze time habe us told: 
An which volume diverſe ſtozies ou'rkeſt,' 
14 What pleaſant was but pet amongſl the reit: 
„% Ane kable in that volume I fand 
VA Which at this time to our purpoſe may and, 


1 Y This was the mairch of the matter indeed 
Mis: As ve ſhall hear this tale ſo J pꝛoced. 


B 


Cfoze this time there was an noble Knight, 
Manly in minde and aboundant in might: F 
A gay Lady he hav unto his wife, 23 
And bet wirt them he led a godly life. 
„ DOnlꝛ one Don he had, no bairnes mo: 
e :} Whom of they tok great blithnes, mirth, and jo, | 
And him delivered in far and ſtrange countrie, 
Bim to inſtrua and foz to learn cleargie. | 
. . {#; Df canningmen that Cleargiehav perquere, Þ 
las ve have done to me this many pere. 
Lo this young man as he in per lon grew, 
19.11] + 1} @o daily did he in cunning and vertew. 
Then after that he was ſeven yer atlair, 
„ Conſidering be was his fathers aire 
„And had no man tob2ok his heritage, 
At leven vers end he ſend fo; him mellage: 
I Charging him ſn foz to come home fra hand, 
„ ubich beobey'dhis fathers whole tommand⸗ 
And when he came to his fathers pzeſence, 
(| "|, {Pe hallſed him with all god reverence; 
Wh ih 
4k : XK | 
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. 


eleven Sages. 


In eſfeerd with great humilitie, 
&nther als in lemblable degre, 
Siccofhe had both game, gl&, and blethnelle, 
Kittheir own don was commed to luch grace: 
Boot alone in vertue he increſk, 
{als of body he was the likelyeft- 
&i|pand ſtout well made at all faſhion, 
u favourde of face and good pzopoztion, 
le, humane, courteous, noble free, 
nen him loved foz his humanitie. 
Sinatime it chancde upon a day, 
Ifather and mother at table lat theſe fway, 
don ſerving them both right conrteonfly, 
hin the kitching the courſes bzought comely, 
he meane time on a frelighted down, 
he window and lang with heavenlp ſown 
Uightingal which ſang with notes ſo clear, 
wonder ſweet they all her notes did hear. : 
jt dayes in one they would never thought long, 
Phar the bird fo done wert was her ſong, 
nſatd the K night well were he all his dayes, 
under ſteod what pon bird ſings oz ſapes. 
$1(atd the Don father with your honour, 
P!)at it be to pou no diſpleaſure: | 
birds ſong J ſhall declare to pon, 
lum feard that ve take ſturt therethzow, 
| father ſaid Don foz my bennilon 
PF! that bird ſayes make interpzetation, 
3 fo2 no perſon take fear, 
Athereat ſhall no wile change wy cheat: 
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Ie TeVen Sages, 


Then laid the Son this is the very tale, 0 þ 
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1 Skipper of chip fo2 lobe and cheritie, 


and lau the child in what ate he could ſtand. F 


Chat ve father heares of the nigbtingale: of 
That I ſhall be ſuch a man of great might, Jui 


And honourde be with Lozd, baroun and nig oo 
And ſhall come to that pe my father fre "Hin! 
The water plate that ye ſhall hold tome, Pn 
And my mother befoꝛe me the ſhall ſtand: ne 
Beſide her ſelf with towell in her hand, bil 
Waiting while J waſh mine hands in the plate, ip! 


This is the ſong that the bird lang ok late. e. 
The father ſaid thou falſe mifleerd knave Kat 
Chou ſhalt of us never ſuch ſervice have, tle 
Noꝛ never ſhall-come to ſuch dignitie, ill 
That we t wo ſhall make ſuch ſervice tothe: du 
So in malice and als in great wodnefſe, 


He led his Son and keft him in the ſea, 

In diſpleaſure, envy, and crueltie: 
Saying after in the ſea he him flang 

Ly thou there ſtill geſſer of the birds ſang: 
The child could ſwim and fo chanced to land 
Woth whole and ſound helped by Gods right on 
And faſted there even as the ſtoꝛie ſayes, 
But met 02 dꝛink by the ſpaceof foure dapes. 
1, Mn the fift day by chance a ſhip came bp, 

{ Whereon ſharply right loud the child can cry: 


From thts perrili J pzay you fo ſave me. 
The ſkipper heard and belpve dzew to land, 


VC 1G Es. | 

bi they had ruth and compaſſion, 
15 he was a likely god perſon: 
| Lcowly bz chance death heeſchewed, 
none voice their hearts upon him rewedz 
non bozd with ſpe&b did him receave 

hu far lands to thetr conntrie did have: 
into a Duke ok that conntrie bim ſold, 
ligteat ſumme ot money to them told: 
n this boy grew daply into age, 
lie manner he grew in perſonage, 

and humane in manners comkoꝛtable, 
ile, jocund, and to all game right able; 
ih all men he came in ſuch favour, 
uke him lov d and took at him pleaſure, 
lo kar he had the whole credence, 

lhis houſe and the pzeheminence; 

jat lame time the k ing or that countrie, 

ſis great Loꝛds and counſell called he. 
great Barons his knights and noble men, 
Hol his minde in ſome part they may ken. 
Knglſt the reſt even did this Duke alſo, 

U hetonnlell prepare himſelkto go; 

with him took this child in company 

Bs wiſedome and his great courteſte: 

ele Loꝛds haſted them with reverence, 
Ki:the King gave due obedience; 

being all together ſo convernd, 


ug, my god Loꝛds and true barons all, 
Wl cdunſeil fo; this caule did J call, 


4 * 


em in plaine he dib ſhew what he meand: 


The 


1 . 0 6 ” ” b 
: . : - * — _ —_—_ — _ PRES ng hs gu 
„ +, - — 1 Y 
* 7 . 
PR 4 * 
; . 5 77 e "oy n * 
* * * » * <= Ew os a £ * 4 2 a Wea + * e pov * at's s E — wp 1 as 
8 4 r N 22 —— — 5 
—2 — as — ls — + — — * — A 3 we > * - ME a * 5 — 2 * 4 
A, 4AM Cos ode. — ——— —jä —— — AA 4 At FF * 1-day dv o Wer * _ - ; 
kia A. a hd * 8 1 — s * * «x "uu, « & 
7 _ * * „ P 
. bo " 
ph 5 * A * 4 . * 4 1 1 
a , \ 1 4 * 0 b - 
6 ” * q * » * = * L g : 4 > 
F \ - ; at a, * þ 2 : _ 'Y 4 b4 — 2 3 pw 
5 N o Shin ” ” = . — 
. _ _ 9 er 1 5 Pr 2200 - * 
X . ” . WM. N ng [4 2 - - ” p 
x 4 7 : / , 
* 5 * * 4 A. = k « ” PR +4 * aw 
wy4 p j * 1 a 
9 7 
##* "A * 7 2 -” * * * 2 
» 5 
* 


. 4a „ 
- 


2 


Do he de voide the Ravens from me all clæn, 


Te matter is ſs — 4 — fo te ell, WL. * 
Cherefoꝛe J would ye ke&ped all counſell: 


At any man the truth will me declare, 
Z bim pꝛomiſe my daughter and mine 15. 


Intoſpouſage after me to be k ing, 

When J am dead foꝛ ay to bꝛok my reigns 
This is the truth and mattermoveth me, 
About this place reſozts ſtill Ravens the, 
And follows ay where ever J g o ly, 
Kouping in one and daplp on me cry 
Whilesme behind and whiles they come bel, 
With ſuchlike lokes as they would me devour 
Ther leave me not but ay continually, 
They roup they roar and ever ſhonts on me, 
Scraiping on eird and waving with their wing 
Mabbing their nebs and at the window dings: 
Thereloꝛze J ſendifany of you did know 
The cauſe hereof that ye would to me ſhow, 
Dis god reward he ſhall not nerd tocrave, 
As have laid the ſame thing he ſhall have: 


q 
| 


And in mp ſight no moze that they be ſ&n- 


1 6h hen this was moved toall the tounſell ther 


There was no man thequeſtton could declare. 


| Then ſaid this child to his M aſter the Duke, 
The man on hand that yonſame queſtion tak 


Foz to declare would he get his pꝛomile 
From the h ings grace: ve quote the Duke 15 
hen laid the childe if it pleaſed your grace, 
To ſhewthe king I ſhall declare the cace; 1 
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The ſeven Sages; 


1 i! * the male hw that he Gould polſety 
un young bird that helped it in mes 
&;then ſhe which in neceſſitie_ 
talone, but help in point to die, 
&thc female alledged this again, 
inthe birth of her bird had moe pain, 
labour,(o2row,and penuritie, 
Hunger then the male had by-ſuch tha: 
ie of him ſhe ought ta have moze mirth. 
hadert bim ſuch ſoꝛrow in her birth, 
hu each cauſe my @pveraigneLo2d the king 
abens cryes,and faz none order thing, 55 
fung vou to judge be your wifdeme - 
this young.bird ſhalt banks in time te come, 
ſ0ze will yes on this thing give ſentence, 


{vill no moze come in your grace pꝛelence. 
llald the king, becauſe that the female 
* bird 3 nerd and 1 


Lien 44'S be at MING and command 
the male raven, and his companie, T 
ple he fed it in neceſliti:: 
dere that tho alleadgeth her again, e 4 
ite moze ſturt, ſaꝛ row, travethand pain W | 
ſcecking,twzth-bzinging/and bis birth 
Nu vou, all that was turnd in mirth, „ 
Laus he her own bird quick copld ie 4, 
Pio fozgothergreat 2 - ml 
"oa 


The feven' Sages, 


And als the male is cauſe of 1 Us "ml I 
And inſtrument ok all generattoun: — N 


„ Asldap allo in time ot her great ned ON Ll 
| | | 5 9 | Be did his bird with pain nouriſh and fed gue 
14. 1 TCWhen the lemale it left intothe net» 
115 {1 With great hunger, and als with cold ae 
T ͤhereſoze A give deünittbe lentenee, 


That the male ravin ſhall ay have filly palin 


Jncontinent they llew up in the air, me 
M ith ſuch a noiſe as it had 1 (1 

And was no mozein that regioun ſee nn. 00 

This being done, in ſhozt time after then nt 
Incontinent the king caldthis young man; f 
And ſaid, God kriend, pour name to nie Fehn by q 
Alexander,quod de: they do mir caw. [1 c33il 
Then ſaid the king, ver Wall take none but an . 
Foz your father and ye m ton hall bee: / 7 198! 
Foz ye ſhall have my daughter in e ru 
And after me ſhall bꝛok her heritage, I 
Andever ſillſhall bere beLo;dand King 0 
Then Alexander int houtholy ttt the bath, "122 4 
Dapuꝛx ſervice unto the hing hee maid: a it 
All men him lov d foz his great evurtelis,* las 05 
His gentleneſſe,andVisþumanitie; 4 1050 1 


__,} Thefellowſhip and als the compante oy 2711 bo 
Pe the roung bird, where ever he go z Af 
And the kemale his fellowlhip Wall want le k 
Except the male unto the feige grant ik. et 
When the ravens geard the king ſo declabsy;:- EI 
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a The even Sages. 
Mis ſo ſoft, ſo humbie, and mainſweet, 
Tue, cunning , debonair,and diſcreet, 
od games himſelt he did frequent, 
f Ul, har nelte, juſting, and toznament; 
Ailgod games gatnd fo2 an gentleman 
Ae ulde and ay the pzaiſe be Wan 
Pall them that dwelt into Egypt, 
Ferceld, and had the maſterſhip 
* Tat realm, neither by far noꝛ near, 
unix acts there was none found his peat; 
17 was there na great obſeure queſfion 
thereto would give ſolution: 
1 Inided tn all thing,and well pꝛobed, 5 
hd and young wonder well was he loved. 
2 hismean time Titus the Cmperaar, 
i was a man ot might and great honour; . ©. 
i ntleneCe,andalſo conrteſte, - 
dertue he was an A⸗per⸗ſes? 
lee wozld fo far rang his renown, 
e pzeceld all other that bure crown, 
ar that over ali where did flex -. 
io le name of liberalitie; - 
{Fund aboutinfoallpartsbim by, 
Fir and netr'opealy gart be cry, 
vMinan in manners and wiſoome, 
i 8dingineinto.his courts would come, 
Abe intreated in their own degree, 
1 Warded after their facultiee. 
Alexander heard teltof ſuch thing, 
5 tlta hand to his father the king, 


«A. 


—— 
3 
=> a t-—=7; — 
2 3— — — 8 
—— OO: 
8 32 , MW 
* Ta 2, a 22 
— — * ? 
* 


* 
was —_— - 
* LS ** 
— * — — 
—— - 
= — WW. "I , 
* Im Ma wo . = 
„ * - a 


- 
* * - 
* 
— 3 bs 
ones » + 4; ez 


3 — . — 
— 2 —— 
we * 
at ee — woo 
. —_— . oa 
— — 
- 


© 2 
— 1 


* 
. * 
' * 3 3, 
7 i 
Lo \. | H 1 
i : 
R i 
„ 
., bt 
1 
* # 
1 F 
10 
4 
"4 
. : tv 
PE 
$ Pp 
* © 
1 
R * 
* @& ; 


"ES an” 


, 
3 
— 2 
* ** = 
Dy rn — 
Fr 


wi * +. 


E . ow 
AY * T4 ” — 
w- - = ay — — + 
— XS 
x _ - - : 
® . * 


The ſevenSages, 
And laid to him,kne&linguponhiskng;.* oo 
And pleaſe your grace my noble father kz, 
The noble court, and courteſie is known 
Df theEmperour,and to your grace is hen" 
 Thatevery man delites there to abide *Þ(: 
That hath knowledge either to gang oz ride, n 
Learning ſhall learn manners and manlini&@$is 
P2actick of war god guiding and pzonneſte, . 
Dew intreating with honour,land and gie / 
And great reward he ſhall obtain therefoze: fil 
If pleaſe your grace,J would deftre heartly l 
Inta that tourt and companie tobe, un 
Chat J may wit and vertue daply leir, e 
Py lelfererce in noble aas of wer, 


ud 
This of vout grace right humbly I deflre, n. 
No wayes meaning that of your grace 1 tirg ##? 
Foz Godwilling J ſhall return again . 

Co my pleaſure which is my Soveraigne. [9 
Then ſaid the king, Pour talking pleaſeth ut e 
But laith were J to want your companie: Pit 
Pet not the leſle cauſe v ſuch thing veſtre, ht 
J would gladly grant it that vœ require; fl 
But ere ve palle, ſe that ye furneiſt be te 
In all behalfes, gold, clothes, hozſe, and mont l 
That ve want nonght tpat is ned full tobabt et 
Chat ve therethzow may both our.hononrs . 


Huchlike J think it were expedient. ul 
That y& ſhould ſpouſe my daughter ere renn 
Oz ye return perchance a bairn fwzth bring in 


Chen wilt this realm either of queen oz king rf 


— 2 © \ \ \ * 


N Lier then ſaid i unto the king, 
Ius tour grace ta ſpate me of that thing 
f ;Jreturn,then hall J with honour 
aaghter ſpou'e with your graces pleaſure. 
a lid the king, ol that 1 am content, 
u v will 4 do thereto conſeut, 
„rant you here with all benevolence 
Aua your time where that ver pleals licence- 
1 alexander at the king to god nigbt. 
Jil ths Lozds, both varous,ſquires and knights; 
, {it ot all he paſt to the Ladis, 
Inis god⸗ night, and gave him kifles thꝛie, 
Jer be vlith,foz long he thought not hide, 
ud, Gœd fir, J pzay God ber 1 
hub he latres, a lixelg man to lun, 
1 ap on hoꝛſe, and on his voyagetok:. 
q"t3 him went an honeft compauie, 
Peeld, ſi ver, furneiſt with allplentie 
Ane court where tgatthe Emperour was 
ies jour uep, and ſo ſoꝛe ward can pale: 
Jbzen hee came unto the Emperaur, 
his knees he hailſo him with hendur, 
Lecbstence and als humilitiec, 
Jiſon as the Emperour could him (&@, 
that he ſat ont of his ſate he roſe, 
lerander but moe tarie hee goes, 
os was of court the guile, 
his armes he him embꝛaced thaile, 
i iaquirde what was his name fra band, 
era he came, which way his uative land: 
: Luck; 
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| he fevefisages. " 
Huchlike he a whereof-that ho with tt 
Cell on hæ ſald the truth or all and lone 5 1 
Be ſaid, and pleaſe pour noble Pafete * am 
Alexander men aſeth tbtall mcc uto 


FF 


Lhe kingofEgypts ſon and heire d :If ile 
A wot his grace will ratifis the ſame, la 
And is com here unte pont Palette 12 
To do ſervice, i ye will extept mee. ut 
Pe are welcome the Emperour (aid then, tt 


Pt ſœme to be a noble gentleman: iki 
Lo his ſtewart then a command he gabe, ace 
That inhouthold Alexander he ſhould recoath- tat 
The ftewartthen to a chamber him led, - * 
And che w him then where her ſhould have bis 

Well furniſhed into all necefſars, - 4 
Withpertinents thereto in all affaltes, _ a 
Alexander behav'd himſelf wiſely - LC 
With all the tourt, and each mans lobe wank Al 
Do in ſhozt time foꝛ his well behaving - Ino 
Maſter carver he was made tothe king. in 
Not long after the king his (on in France, 
Mo do ſervice,and dayly obſervance © -- 
In like manner come to the Emperour,--- 
Whom he received with blithneſe and bomes 
And ſpeard ſuchlike at him what was his nau 
He laid, Lodowick all men tall mee at ham, 8 
And am come here to do pour grace lerbite, 
Ik that you pleaſe vouchſafe tu me offices * 
The Emperour ſaid, Alexander truely: - 

Js my carver,my copper pe ſhall bee. 


IN 40 Ul 


Lat office I thinkyebemoſt able 
Auſervice daply bekoze my table 
Aummitted to the ſtewart Lodowick, 
Auto him as to Alexander ſuchlike. 
0 1 ſteward to Lodo wick did aſſigne 
lame chalmer was Alexanders ludging. 
Tr they were both verie well applealed, 
 Gitthey were two into one chamber eaſed. 
Artwo young men Alexander and Lodo wic 
Akin ſoꝛt they were lo wonder like, | 
ace, lavour, in fozme and faſhion 
C 
teach man ſaid, One was theothers bother, 
ay (carcely could know the one by the other: 
Alexander in Bedes was moze active: - 
un was Lodowick,and far moze ſcientive: 
:yLodowick was ſhamefull and feminine, 
wp Alexander peart, furthie, and maſculines 
AInoze courage, moꝛe manly to beholgn 5 
n Lodo wick was ſome laid by the third fold. 
&Cmperonr which Titus height to name 5 
Padaughter of faſhtoun fair and fame, 
' ht Florentine a gratious Ladle, 
| 4 uh nereſt heir to her father ſhould be, 
m her father loved above meaſure, 
I. be gabe abunvance of treaſare, 
[own ſervants the had with her to dwell, 
Gtzped court, and houſhold by her ſell, 
1 dayly the Emperour ulde to ſend 
T” dainteis, his daughters meis to mend. 
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If And Alexander ta het bure them . ie 
£3 bin Tothis Ladis befo2e her them pzeſented, . 
. | o in her ſight each day he was frequented, St 


{1'. +. CWherethzough favour of this Ladis he wan "to 
F 1 . Foz his wildome above all other man. Juſt 
* 44 WLTh2ough buſineCleit chanced on a day. 
At dinner time Alexander was away 
From his ler vice and none in his abſence, iir 
Dis kault ſupplied, no; yet gave attendante. al Tet 
Then Lodowick came, and that perceaved — ben 
Did (uch lervice as Alexander ſhould done; Ant 
And ſerved foz him into the ſame ſtead, Pla 
His fault hee did ſupplie, and als remead: 
At the dinner being noer hand at end, 
The Emperour tok up a dich, and lend 
To his daughter, as he was wont to do. 
And bade Lodo wick the ſame dith bear her to,. hol 


Believing well Alexandes it had been, 1 
Few couls diſcern their viſages between: kj 
Then went Lodowick his way to theLadie, - ht 


Pꝛeſented her the dich upon his knee, ky 
With reverence as he in heart beſt thought, 
Foz he befoze that time had ſeen her nought: | 
Ancontinent when hethe meat her bzougþt, -'W 
She perteaved Alexander it was nought. - 


QAuoth che, Gd ſix,tome ſhew vou your name, i 
Pe aid, Lodowick it is (arely Madame. 
Whoſeſon are pee teil me but circumſtance - 


Sy father is, quoth he, the king ot France. 4 
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che- God fir, A thank vou of your paino, 
Ie welcome to paſſe,o2 yet remain, 
I my father of the meat he hath ſend. 
i be. IJ hall, and ſofo2th on he wend, 
'Htok god leave with all god reverence, 
Fzl again to the Tmperonrsp2olence. 
is mean time Alexander came to table, 
$his ſervice as de was wont and able. 
dinner done, Lod wick to chalmer paſt, 
Git Gck at heart, and laid him down bedfaſt. 
70 under perteibed in continent, 
in to chalmer to Lodo wick is he went: 
ſaid to him, D my good companioun, 
Int is the cauſe that per are now lyen down? 
4nſaid Lodo wick, I fel m ſelf truely 
yt at the heart with ſoꝛe infirmitie: 
eatlp J fear unlefſe A get remead, 
holds me lo that it ſhall bee my dead. 
funder ſaid, the tcneth I traiſt to geſle, 
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gepꝛincipall cauſe of all your loze ſickneſle, 
this ſame day when that the meat ve bair, 
pon Ladie which that xe thought ſo katr: 
| Pier beheld ſs verie fervently, 5 
Sit good manners, per viſage and beautie, 
{ Pty therewith is hankedinherlove, 
Yin her your heart no way v can romobe, 
He ſaid Lodowick, O my bzother dear, | 
$4 berie truth but doubt pe have gone near, 
Apeacians in wozld they could not gelle, 
W judge mozetrne the cauſe ef my ficknefſe, f 
Whos | 


| e Da9es, | 
— but doubt I takea lloun teir 
Get I no help that it ſhall do me deir. a 0 
Then Alexander bade him be ot comfozt, 
With my power A ſhall your-patn ſuppozt, 
Lift np your beart,and beof god courage, 4 
aturt in no way yoar ficknefſe can allwage. hel 
Then Alexander bethonght him of a cad, 4 Ihe 
Ancontinent ta the mercathe paſt, - Ae 
A p2ectons cloath with his own gold hebounht,; lis 
MMhereaf Lodowick nne no wap, no: wilt nanheth 
' Bzave let about with pꝛerious ſonescoall'y, - Yi! 
And it pꝛeſented to the fairLadie. -':' © Id. 
den ſhe it ſaw, ſhe asked him in he nt 
here he ſhould get ſuch coaſtly cloath to buy. {na 
Quoth he, the ſon af the moſt Chꝛiſtian king Jai 
Hath fo: your love, Padame, ſend vom thts thing 
But fo2 a ũght that he ſaw of your face, 
Pe is linked ſo far into loves lace, 12 
That de lxes ũck without he get remead, 
Appearandly there is nothing but dend: 
And tor pour love ſuffer pe him to die, 
It ſhall degraid your honour greatum n. 
Alexander ſheſaid, counſell yee me, K 
That J iyould lolle my clean virginitle, 
Coaſidering Jam of 'blodroyall, * 
Deſceavedotf the ſtock tmperiall: 
And lecondly as e know well indeed *PÞ 
Bo appearance to this crown ſhould ſacced: n | 
At J did lo, as ye tome declare, 1 
Ei. Io Chen were! tint but doubt foz evermare, 


4 


he leven Sages. 


per Well, that ve foz ſuch meſlage 
ot no thank,noz win ol mis no wage: 
Friaze paſſe pee from hand out of my fight, 
Farſageis neither reaſon noz right, 
uo the maids was ſometherig diſcontent, 
ok her fight be paſf incontinent: : 
he next day. paſt Alcxarideragain | 
- Hemercat,and playde the rounterpain, 
is badie he bzpught an fine head⸗geat, 
G:the cloath if-wasthae fimes au dear. 
i Salovicks e denne herons The 
tnthe Ladie this coſtly gift had ſen,... __ 
„Inarveld what Alexander did mean: 
laid to him; T marvell ofa thing 
at veto me (ach coſtly gits ſhould MY 
n anp man, but if it were your fell, 
ſuxand ay pour.own'ervand ts teil: ; 
boft-times ves have had my 1 „ 
yh; ts ſpe ak: might babe has li centre: 
Pthing but voubt in'yotic head never ank, 
\ Prefoze but doubt I cun 1 : 
be, Madame, pe muſt held Od; 
| rf not ſpeak; perchance yehap — 
k Baue at. ob rmy birth it is fellow, 
ig) matters J durſt not to pou ſhow: | 
1 he, It is an pꝛoverb ot the old, 
h J ofttmes in merrineſte heard told, 
Nieung man whether he ſpeid az noaght - 
| ot this ſpeech, but (peak frozth,eſparenonght: 
| Into 


„ Demes 2 get no anſwerg at this time, 


Im» 
Anto mine heart, quoth he, ſuch was not'giny 
Noz with ſach thing my heart was never was 
And it ſuch thing perchance had hapned ma; 
A would have chargde one of moze low degta 
No2 is your grace, but my friend Lodovvick 
Is the great heir ol the moſt chief kingrick 
Df all the wozld, and the moſt Cbꝛ iſtian king 
The moꝛe bolder be durſt deſire ſuch thing 
Rather than J. which may bie no compare 
Alnto pour grace, foz pour blood ſingulare. 
Quoth che, this wozdinemembꝛance ves takt 
Love whom v lthe;they ſay love hath no lack. 
Quoth hee, who hath into his companie . , 
A gd fellow as Lodowick now hathme, +. 
And in him truſteth: Am I not bound again 
Lo wich him god where that he lyeth in pain, 
With my power in ſo tar as 4 mag 
Doubtieſſe, Madame, 4 could not ſaꝝ him nay: 
Cherefoze z think youLavie traiſt and trew, 
Would pe vonchtafeton Lodo wick to ren, 
On him to habe compaſtion and pittie. 
That is ſo iaꝛe wounded in zour beautie, 
A woꝛd of yours would make him whole again, 
Bim to relieve ot allſickneſſeand pain: 
Let not bis death be no wiſe on vou laid, 
Foꝛ that thing ſhall your honour great degraide 
If ye abſent from him pour god kindneſſe, 
Each man willſay that y& are mercileſle. 
She ſaid, God ſir, foꝛſuith pe ſerve great crimm 
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I he levVen S4Ves, 
A pk how ſon that Lodowick earphim peak 
f bimlelf be was no longer ſick. N 
Io leches will have a long pꝛoceſle; 
Pentreating rewards and alskindneffe, 
Bets making where ever it may be ſonght; 
Alexander by no way ſo wasnought, 
under deburled his mono ay, _. © 
ving known to Lodowick in no way, 
$:eth;ough to him heconquett this 7 
nally gifts cott with his own money: 
let us ſhew how Lodowick up he roſe, 
curious co2ps and cleiked on bis clothes; 
Alexander his minde untohim ew, 
the Lady all his maladie knew; : 
dw ſhe was ol his comming content, 
to that he did purchaſe her conſents 
uder convoyed Lodowick that night, 
hechamberof that fair Lady bzight. 
©hwhom he was in foy and merineſle, 
rom hencefozth ever kept kindnelſe. 
ich a ſozt where that one was content, 
hunt contrare the other gave conſeut: 
tillthep uſed in others companx. 
ung well all was done quiefly: 
qt the leſte it cameunto the ears 
lutze court among knigbts and n 8 
Alodowick ſo ſtcad in great kindnelle, 
ahat Wade wzought ſo in quietneſſs- 
ung them ther did conſpire his dead, 
Mzucding the Wadies * noz fond. 
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The ſeven Sages. 


＋ A thereof got knowledging, 
He armed his coꝛſe foꝛ to gainſtand that hu 
And when they knew that Alexander twk pu 
Dim to purſue from thence fozth they lot he 
Into ſo far from all ſuch they did ceaſe/, 
And ſaffered well Lodo wick to go in peace. 1 
Howbeit oftimes into great jeopardie 
Fo; Lodowicks cauſe Alexander was vey 
But to Lodowick ſuch was not known a deal: 
But the Lady knew it wondꝛous well: 
Then in ſhoꝛt time there was a mellage end, 
Out of Egypt by waiting making kend. 
Chat ofthe lat was new deceaſt their King, | 
Which above them many a year did ting. - 
Requiring home Alexander tocome, 9 
And with honour receive his own TY 
Foz his Lady the Kings daughter and aite, 
Dl bis abſence to both fear and caire: 
Becauſe the realme was deſolate of an hea, 
Unto that houre ſince her father was dead: 
Which ſon he ſhew to Lady Florentine, 5 5 | 
Herxt thereafter to Lodowick ſhew it ones" i 
Chat he in haſte behoved to depart, 
Whereof they were both wonder ſav in pears-4 
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Paying pleaſs your graces hie hononr, 


Fo2zthofTgypt J have ceceivedwaitinge- 4g 
| qi bebe my fathers departing, 5 4 
it behoveth me to palle and receibe, 


The crown thereofby right theretd 3 kn 4 
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The leven Sages, - 


uit your grace will licence me to pete 7 6 
out your fabour J will no licence ask. 
tout your lea ve oz I ſhould licence — FF 
rather both crown and realme fozſak ee 
Stef: effaires what ever it pleafe pour grace, T7 
Pier truth ſo ſtandeth even the cace. 
Pemperour laid, ve ſhall know verilp, 3 
- Yyoar departing mine heart is right heavie: 
Ai beld vou amongſt my ſervants all, 
mine houſe ever the pꝛincipall, 
8 Fitbecomety not an Emperour: 
"Fino ſoꝛt noꝛ vet is his honour; - 
* Jis ſervants to make impediment, 
Mit time they be pzomoted to any ren "'Y 
Ker rather to help them that ſuppli fee 
Ireater giftes and higher digniti ce, 
Ficefoze go pe from my ſtewart recess 
3 anch gold as ye pleaſe foz to have. 3 7 
ith my bleſting and with mineinwardheart, 4 
F6od his name I free you to depart- - 2 | 
bade farewell and ſohe tok gadnight, 
1 Emperour then at Lo2d ſquyze and knight 
"was ſozie ot his ſhoꝛt departing; 
Shewasloved both withold and poung. 
| paſt Lod owick and with him Florentine, 
u home ward convoyed him mples nine: e 
| under would let them no farther ga. 
Wil to er the dolour and the oo. 
they departed whereto ſhonld J ſay moe: 
a0 have made a wholomansheartright.ſoze 1 
* 3 Foz 
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Tg The ſeven Sages © 

# For very wo all thꝛe to ground fell down, 

W i Good Florentine foz wo ſhe fell in \woun; 
Alexander then to her up again, 
Comftoꝛted her ot her dolour and paine. 

And right ſo did to bis fellow Lodowick, 5 
{,* 14) Comfozted him with many woꝛds ſuch line: 
Then laid to him my god fellow and bzother; - 
om J lobe beff of men above all other: 

{+ 1 In timetocomefoztokep you from ſkaith, 

1i  |{Þ' This J youſay and tomy Lady baith; 
Coaching ſecretsthatisbetwirtus two, Mit 
|; /F#- Keeping them quiet o2 ve will ſuffer wo: * 
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I Wherefoze take herd and lok right well about, 
ODo pe not ls ve ſtand in right great doubt: 55 4 | 
Foz well J wote another in my fed Mil 
1! .'* i Shall come but doubt and have you at ſuch ran: Wt 
With great batred deceit and als en vie Os 
'# - #F} Wothday andnight ſhall von check and erte; 8 
To le ik they canchallange you with cryme,- 
'{}- #4} ECOherefoze beware and take gon hæd in timer 
Foz if they can challange you any way, 
Dns you rebune ſurelp they will aſſay: | 
e Cth the Emperour in favour pe do Rand, 
\j\-.-  ' Wherefoze the moze they will caſt at your hay 
Ten laid Lodo wick in ſo far as J may, | 
AI ſhall beware both by night and by 4 
| || Wut wo alate therein whatſhall J do, 
ts | Wh When J havenonethat J dare lippen to? ' 
bat Ithould want your faithfullcompa ee 
N can uat mend thetelaze kuli wo is me. 


* The ſeven Sages. | 

$7 heartly require of pou one thing, 

Will receive from me this little ring. 

wirt us two to be a remembꝛance, 

ivo pꝛinces of Egypt and of France: 

Sander ſaid the ring J will rzceave, 
Wrcanemb2ance of vou ſcill foz to dave: 

ret howbeit the ring A had not tane, 

ger temembꝛance from me no wiſe had gane: 
Kine another about the necks imbzaiſt, 

ih great kindneile and then about the waiſk, 
r florent ine was ſo tonfounded in ſpirit; 
ecould do nought but ſat herdown to greit: 

Nerander ſatd, amends now no greiting, 

Fit] pzay God grant us a merrie meiting 
dſo parted with hearts wonder wo, 
io their home eachone their gate did go. 

ot long aftertheKings Don of Spaine, 

ue to the court in ſervice to remaine: 

med Guydo and got that ſame office, 

at Alexander had into ſer vice: 

Muthe Steward to him he did aſfigne, 

gu ſamine houſe the chamber and ludging. 

u Alexander and Lodo wick dwelt intill. „ 
ich was but doubt all against Lodowicks will. 
*Pubeit the lame no wiſe he could mend it: „„ 
Reet therewith his heart was ſozeoffendif, 
ovick to Guydotould kep no ſriendſhiß: 
edid to Alexander of Egypt: 5 
eefoze Guydo againfthimtokenvy, + 
eiit they both in one chamber conld.ty. - 4 7 
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Ik)!he ſeven Sages. 

And Lodowick had of Guydo ſuch fear, 
That he durſt nought tothe Lady go near, 
In auenture that Guydo Gould eſpy, 
Of his ſecrets and them in open cry: 
Pet not the leſſe of her he had ſuch onde, | 
Per companie to abſkaine could he nought, . -* 
Foz ſhe could not his companie well want, 
Poheagainſometimes to her did hant, 
Then Guydo that perceiving-was not Louth, * 1 
On them to waite while that he knew the trutr 

That Lodowickhad with adp Florent ine, 15 
Do great kindiiefſe that he thonght after ſpne, | 
Cenſidering well the truth that be did know, l 
Someftme unto the ©mperour he ſhould dune 
Do in his minde he held it quietif © -- 4 
With falſe deceit while he his time might ON I. 
Upon a time the Emperour in his hall, "Jin 
Talking about among the nobles 117: : -: ' ':Þ; 
Pꝛaiſing gteatly the wit and e 1 
Df Alexander the wiſedome and kindneſſe;-. At 
He ſaid he was both vertuous true and wiſe, + 4 
To giipd an houſe right well he could devyſe; In 
Then ſaid Guydo and pleaſe pour majeſtie, 4 
o far pzaiſedhe oaght not foꝛ to be: n 
Noz fo2 tobe commended as pe wen. Þ 
A great treatour in your houle hath he been: 
The Emperour ſaid tell on how that can be, 
Then laid Guydo J ſhall voutell truele. 1 
Lo pour daughter ye have a Lady faire, 2 
0 which ſhould be appearantly pour alte. 


a» 
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5 


in the help the raifet and 1 lie, 
m Lodo ick hath done her 'billenſer 


Ila nigbtle when Lodowick takes del 3 5 


ah bis will of that faire Lady white: 


Y1llthis came by the falſe ſittell ſligbt, 


' ilexander that he w2ought day andnight, 


eu the Emperour heard this tale to him told, 


q is minde he was moves manifold: ; 

"Ihat ſame time Lodowick came thꝛow the u 
on him the Emperout ſon did tall: 
Aung what's this that I hear tell of the, 


4 tbe true thou ſhalt be hanged hie 


ſaid Lodowick and pleaſe your noble grace 


J vill me how thereof how ſfands the cace, | 


nſatd Guydo in open audience 


u avow in pour graces pzeſence, 
\F{Lodowitk lyes with Lady Florentine, 
are as a1 nos on craige this head of mine: 
o he bath defiled the blad royall. 


j 
N Nick lowted and ton it up again: 


"Sich J hall pꝛove on him in plaine battall: ” 
Fits body and thereat ſhall J ſtand, 

Rnd it now if thou dare take in hand. 

Snſaid Lodowick pleaſeth your majeſtie, 


Inſakeleſte of yon de ſayes on me: 


Þriight falſeliehelapethon me ſuch crime, 
ch J ſhall pzove whenever he thinkes time; 
Pato God J trow to finde remead, 
Nosskallet ſhall light on his own head: | 
belt Guydo his glove down foꝛ a train, 


1 . 
. ! b 
0 1 ' i of : 
vj : 
* © | o 
k be 
j * 
a . , 1 
2 Nats 
' of My 
* 1 8 y 
* 4. v 
8 0 
* 
KY | 
* 
* 


- #1 * 
9233 
«F<? 


—_ — — — 
Fe — * 
2 
* 
ny . 


* * * mY 
EL SHEETS. 


3.” 

—— 

9 . a 
14 


The ſeven Sages, ' 


+ Saying, 1 will that Ladies fame defend. 
With beart andhand unto my lives end: A 
Che Emperour then to them both did aſfig gne; M1 
A certain day of battell and fighting: A 
And to them both he bade ſilence and reit, 
Chen bade them paſſs where that they pleated 
Then paſt Lodowick to the Lady fra hand, 
And all the cace he made her underffand:- 
And how he was accuſed into pzeſence, 

Ot her father in open audience: 
And hob that he aſſigned the fighting day. 
And unto her on this maner can ſay, 

Now Florentine my Lady fair and gent; 
At now behoves to wozk with auiſement: 
Df you alwayes: fo2 ſo the matter ſtands, 
I cannot ſcape undeadof Guydoes hands; 


Foz why? if J had denyed to dim battWE, 41 


Then had J yp&lvd my ſelf as criminall7” 
And of the cryme granted my lelf guiltie, 
Therefoze fo2ce was to counterflt nillie: 25 
Duch like Guydo is wonder tout and — 

In fait ebe be hath been uſed long. 
I never knew in no companie here 
But Alexander to fight might be his piers: . 
oz J am weak and fe&bleof perſoun, 

And to his ſtrength hath no compariſoun, 
JfI him mete in field what ſhall be then 
Without refuge J am but a deadman, 2 
200 bp on me e ſhall le the cauſe and blame, 
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8 The ſeven Sages. 
Florentine to Lodo wick this can ſas ,. 
euch a chance is tome bet wixt us twar⸗ 
M1 think you deſpared in one part, 
Pi tpis caſeover weak ſprited in heart. 
Fievertheleſſe where two ills doth appzoach, 
Wink it beff from the greatelt to foatch: 
Wirtt ill is, if ye you gulltte grant, 
An chall A ay both wealth and wozſhip want. 
Syealſobe put to cruell dead, 7 | 
HJ fo2 ay my life in langour lead: 
ſecond is if ye to battell boun 
Ine ſo weak and fable of per ſoun, 
cuydo is ſo ſtrong, and als hardie, 
It vs do not gainſt and him ffraikes thzie, 
io alwaxes A can findenoremead: 
F e go there is to you but dead, 
rein ve ſhall my counſell do, 
Shall butfate my father fon pale to; 
"Mhew to him on your molt humble wile, 
Int rour father upon his death bed les. 5 
Pereof now there is wꝛitings tome you kill, 
Ning him if that it be his will, SD 
uoꝛogate the day of bat tell let, 
Are max go and come again but let: 
te mean time with your father tolpeak, 
e reaſon helyes ſo wonder ſick: 
ure map know hisperfite latter will, 
ant ye may in al points to fulfill, 
F fo; to ſpeak with him two woꝛds oz th: 


Wi) of this wozlo oz he depart and die. 


EVE 18e 5 


Ko 1 in 1 gon hake Mn 0G * 

Eden ſecretip to him the matter ſhow, * 14 

Vow things ſtands perfectly let him know. 

And him require into this extream cate/, 7 

That he would come and to ſupply your ma, 1 

Contcare Guydo and with him foz to fight, 

Becauſe youtc (elftods the lame have heght. 

This counſell then it pleaſed Lodo wick well, 

Even as he ſaid lo did he every dell. 

Licence obtained and als pꝛolonged the dar, 

Co Alexander Lodowick twk his journey, .; 

Small reſt he tok but rade both day and ih, 

Till Cgypt land while be came unto 1 - 

To the caſtle then came he on in he, 

WMW herethat the king Alexander did 1. Do 

F UWhentheking got of Lodowick knowledging]* 

He marveiled great thecanſeofhis comming; 1. 

Jacontinent to mat him he is gane. the 

As his bzothcr even io with him hath tane: 

Vith all honour he did him there receive,  --_ 

As him became oꝛ he liked to have, 

Thenſaid Lodowick my bzother dearand friehl 7 

In time by gone and ever vet bath been; 0, 

Now at this time J let you underſtand r 
v life and deathlyeth both into vour hand. n 

De Caid bzothcr make known to me yon a 

* —_ life Wall be God an tun no e 
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The ſeven Sages.. 


L. raid Lodowick, ye remember yeſhew, 
Teparting ſome wozds which J finde trews ry 
ing I chould in fellowſhip one have, + 
y Piva ſtead perchance ſhould me deceave; 
Ply in waite my ſecrets toeſpy, 
Jah now indeed right wonder well finy Is - 
Fald without J weremozecircumſped, - * 
which my ſelf in ſome part did neglect; 
ode Guydo the Rings don of Spaine, 
u your Nead 7 me he did remaine. 
Mie reaſon he my ſgerets not knew, 
Iny lady 4 darſt not well perſew. 
io at length J could not long abſtten, 9 
Jhanc'd him know the lecrets us between: 
Arn me accuſed befoze the Emperdur, 
ich unto me was utter diſpleaſure. 
Mhath pꝛomiſed in battall to make gad. 
; Tit J defyled the hie imperiall blod: OE 
Fand fo: hand in battell we mul kegbe. 8 
4Aicounter him by mine hand A have heght, 
Is dap eight vdayes the battell ould be done: 
Ju Alexander fozſcoth that is over ſſa an. 
e g uoth Lodowick Guydo is ſtout and kong, 
Ia ben uſed in aas ot wars lonng _-.: 
| 3 weak and feeble as pe kend, 
n his great dints J cannot me defend. 
[Florentine thereſoze gave me counſell, 
$i to ſhew the cauſe and matter haill. 
Ae bele ves you ay her faithfull friend, 


oOwy ve have ſo ever un. | PP * * 


e ſevens dages. "MM 
She truttes doubtleſſe ye will kep and ſup * 


Both me and her in this netellitie: 0. 
Ehen Alexander to Lodowick can az, 1. 
Is there any knowes ye came hers away, 
But Florentine? (quoth he) fozſoth not one... 4 . 
Foz each man trowes to France that J am go: 11 
Foz to dilite my father lying ck, 1 
Theſe ſame wozds to the Emperour I a 
Co that effect hs did pꝛolong the da, 6 
And A at poift to vou am come aw. Mi 
Quoth he ſhew foꝛth what Florentine hade delt 
D; what's the thing at me the did require, :;:Hhi 
D2 what counſell gave Florentine to us 1 
That A ſhould help in what maner and ho: 
Tben Lodowick (aid O my moſt conſtant frien 
Thus ſtands the caſe even this did ſhe mein, 
Conſidering we two be wonder like, q 


That ve ſhould come with Guydo vattll lk 90 
And none knowing but Florentine alane, ut 


The battell done ve to come home again: 11 
And I fiklike in court to pꝛeſent me, 1 


2 s J had done the act and jeopardie, n E. 


Alexander ſaid the battell ve habe ſefz 4 

This day eight dapes to fight withoutfen let, ut 
At is over ſhozt foz even thus ſands the cact, Wt) 
A can not well be readiein ſuch ſpace: n 
Foz tarie J the mozne withoutten moꝛe, Wi 
I cannot ſe that I can well be there: _ | 
Therefoze but doubt what hall I ſay herefo, Pi 
As can net tell noz wote not how to wad ki 


The ſeven Sages. 


L:(nbjects J have commanded haill, 
112 be here the moꝛne at my bꝛydaill 
1 journey though I ride at the poſt, 

& wedding the day is tint and loft: 

Aynot and fo kep the battell, 

Wieentine and ye are loft but faill, - 

Se Lodowick what think ye beſt to do: 

ee de vile here J apply thorets. 

a Þick hearing ſuch excuſe reafonable, - 
Ain (woun where that be ſtod was able. 

to ſigh and ſozrow manifold, 

b | Ties heart catched was cares cold, 

Sc, all wo and grief to me betides, | 
Kb and care now commeth on every ſides, 
Kain that Alexander to him ſaid, 
fluch ſturt take comfozt and be glad: 
Teubnet fozſake vou this voyage, 

00 Jſhould both tyne wife and heritage; 
egal bear in thought what J have tane, 
-Yofar as we two are like one, _ 

ure know it is not long ago: 
1 court hither ſince J cam ro; - 

u not well known in this countrie, 

Fame Lo2dsas pet have not ſan me. 

Yi) that cauſe they know not my pꝛeſence, 

Viake you foz me in mine abſence, 

"Mie here ſhall ve tarie and abide; - 

Im ſted ye ſhall marie my bzive: 

Flo the feat with great lolemnitie, IS 

; We all things be done — done ſhould 8 w 17 

| e- 


The ſev: en Sages. '' if 

Powbeit my leifin bodie be abſent, . . . 8 4 

Let nothing want moꝛe than J were preſent 

To my renownpertainethoz honeſtie, 

Do I foꝛ von da ve ſuchlikefozme-. 

Except only when that ye paſſe to bed 

With mine own wife howbeit that ve her wah 

Intomy name and mine anthozitie, - .. . - -;; 

Jnto that caſe ſe that pe faithful be; . 

And ſo but baivJſhallincontinent, . . ; i 

Loup upon hozſe and tothe battell went. 5 E. Ihe 

And (et my cozſe.foz you tnto the field, #t 

1 Then your aciondebait with ſpear and dun Fic 
And il that God grant me the . MY 

Foz to banquiſh Guydo your enemie: 1 
Without tarie A ſhall return again, 


And yeſuch like in court foz to remain; 

As ve had done the pꝛincipall ac your ſell, - / 
do with honour in tourt ſtill ſhall yedwell. 
This being done Alexander tok god night, 70 
Letting no wit unto this Lady bzight: 


Unto the court fra hand tok his journay, = 
No manknowtng the matter but they tway: ./ Þitt 
Do Lodowick baid at home {till with the Mut 
Into Egypt as Alexander it had ben, 
And one the moꝛne Lodowick with noveltie; - 1 
Paſt fo the court with great ſolemnitie. 
Even as it were Alexander thekhing. 4 
And ſpouled his. wile at the church with a r 
Hs man knowing but Alexander it had b 


That þadſpouſed with greathonour be a " 


P—_— RR 


The ſeven Sage 


1 50 the keaſt with ubth and wn 
| — gloze, triumph and blithnene, - 
egreatLozds and nobles that were there, 4 
"made great mirth and ſolace ſingulare: ' © 
oben night came all men bowned to reſt, * ef; 
pts bes the bꝛid the thought it been. 
4 oben Lodowick paſt to bed with theQven 5 
Rev I wozd he laid them two betineenn, 


y 


l &rcof the had great marvell and wonder, 
Pelürſt night that they Could lx aſunders. -- Ras, 
Fach night with the Nucen did remain, 1 


Talellow while the ; ing came again. 
ng the laid dut vet meekle ſhe thounghk,, 
e realan the truth that che knew — Es ins 

pet Lodowickand theQuznbyde ae 5 5 


Ie will [peak of Alexanders fame. 
tame belive the day of tonament, . 
Auder to the Emperour he went. 5 Oe 
laid O moſt cedoubted Soveraigns, „ 
4 Pour grace now Jam come again? 
Ju father in great infirmitie,” EE evi 
"4 "Sting nothing but ſhoztly he ſhall die. 
oebate this battell with my blod,. © 
Pay two bands to make my 1 | 
1 Fro willing to all it hall be zend, 1 
T1 julttie my querrell ſhall defend, 
5 ſatd pe do all that yecan, 
4 ume unto a noble gentle man: 
eve well if your querrelk de right. 
1 triumph like a ken an n 


ke even: ages. 


il Foztoun willfavonr b rour quarrelland action 


 Yowbeſt ve fight contrare an champion, 
 Thenquietly be paſſed under cure, 
To Florentine the hie gate fozward fare, 
Ol whole comming the was right wonder gl 
obe him imbzaiſt they kift and after ſaid: +5 
Bleft be the time that ye are now come her, | 
From all dolone to mirth bath changde my chi 
Peareals welcometo me now your alone, 
ge anpmanon life excepting one; 

02 ay with me ve tok lo trew a part, 
Nuoth he, Lady I thank yon with mine he 
Where is Lodowick J pꝛaꝝ you to me gaws, 
And how he doſt J would pe let me know. 
Be ſaid, Lodowick was into great blithnefte, 0 
In mirth and ſoy, and in great merineſle: 


T'hers is noman lives in moꝛe luſtie life, 


Foz he hath now maried a gay young win 
Maried (quoth ſhe) I think that cannot be, 
It is fo2 auth fozloth Madame, ſaid he: 
Even ou the mozne after I took voyage, 
At was aſſignod the day ofmariage. if 
The banket was pzepared right well kenz:oh 
Foz therets called was many noble men. 
Ali things was d:eft, there wagnome;e hay 
But on the moꝛne the church foz to go to: 
The K ady (aid, what woman may that bree 
De ald, foz\oth ſhe is a great Ladie: 
Luttie of love right verteous and fair, 
Of that countrie the is appearand aire. 


aFlorentine, wont — there hath been 
geold love that hath been them between: 
lunch thing that Lodowick now hath wrotight 
AW coming here I think it is foz nought; 
Jauntenancs to keep bade fill the cop, 
eit J trow ſhelift not dzink a dzap. 
Alexander perceaving her patience, 
kwlineſſe,and gentle countenance, 
ger he would hoidherintonoy, 
4 | kurt incontinent to jop. 
<he,Ladie,be blith, and make god care, 
bat done is done foz your welfare ; 8 
; Pow right well none is in wozlo moze line 
Allfaſſouns,noz I'm to Lodowick: 5 
in be came, and told mee his eirand. 
non the moꝛn my bzydailſhould have ſtand : 
: J by reaſon J could not keep dpet. 
guet to bide the day of bzedail ſet | 
Juſe on him lo ffrangely came the cace, 
1 nelle caulde me to put him in my place: 
1 lauldebim! in my place fo; to paſle, 
Juan knowing but the lame man was, 
| ved my wife as J had been my fell, 
Mito take the chance of the battell: 
F'9at3 while the b:pdell was done 
Naben home, J bad not come lo ln: 
he ſixth day of battell that was ſet, 
hen I thought my bzpvell ſhould not let; 
him left in my realm to be king, 


u return, and xou'tohonour.bzing, 


— * | 


The leven Sages. 
Ik the was blith it neves not fo2 totalk, & 
He took his leave, and tochalmer did walk: Hi 
But Florentine there was none that could till 
Pt vcry truth but it was Lodowicks ſell. 
20 on the mozn the day of battell was, 
And Alexander unto the fleldcan paſſe, 
Into ſuch gear as then to him effeared, 
Andon his ſt&d ſo ſtontly he him ſteared; | 
Then lighted doton like a keen cruell knight, 
Lo the Emperour the hie way raiked right, 
Befoze Guydothir woꝛds to him be ſaid, 
Py great @overaign acryme is on mee laid 
By this Guydo, falfly befoze your face 
ij: \; {" Ye meaccuſde befoze your noble grace, 
i MWDaying that J had carnall knowledging 
Okt rour daughter, and her fleſh defiling, 
i Which to your Grace it were great diſhonour, 
And I ſuchlike to you a great traitour: 
But here A wear, and als affirmesſurely 
By the great God that bled his blood foz me, 
By the Evangels that our Saviour ſpake, * 
And all the mights that God in wozld did make 
That J never in no manner of way 14 
R new your daughter, as Suydo did pou ſay; -F! 
Mr winde was not to do her diſhonour, 'Þ 
Into no way to your Grace diſpleaſure:: 
And Ithis day by delp of God his grace 
pon Guydo ſhball pꝛieve befoze your face, 
bat he path lyedin deſpightof his heart, 
e And all bis kin, and who will take his part. 


. 


9 
- — 


'1 he Teve 
Li Euydo, pet J Nl once . 
Ferour grace thou art a traitour plain: 
Aus 3 ſwear by God omnipotent, 
-Sithy own fleſh his daughter thou haſt ſhent, 
Jr pleaſure and thy fonl appetite, 
gen thou lif,p2 therein had delite, 
each night had her at thy pleaſour, 
&< was fo her great ſhame and diſhonour; 
ils unto the Emperours Majeſtie, 
K@treaſoun which J ſhall pzove on the, 
&ithy head, in contrate all thy kin, 
and delend, if thou wilt wozſhip win. 
n heraulds cride with loud voice hie on hight, 
ſuther go, we pzay God ſhew the right: 
 {ntinent they Cendedon their ſteades, 
;hallant men intothetr weirlike weids, 
- Ibo bold beirs together both they ran, 
Hone was like to ding down hozſe and man, 
urs ſpꝛaug like ſparks, as fire doth off the flint, 
ue durſt no man endure their donbtſomeBint: 
Nen ſpeirs were paſt their thinand ſwozds dzew, 
t lle plait æ mail all into flinders fle: (ds, 
ti woꝛds they ſwang while their ſkerds ſwat at 
Pillten ſpurs the chevals skin thzow glyds: 
1 #6 tan fra fronts of the flerce fo2ſie ſteeds, 
, fle hoꝛſe and mau both at the baſnef bleids: 
Filrikes they trike,of others ſtod none aw, 
Nie Alexander at laſt au vantage ſaw, 
euydoes neck a naked place bee ſpyes, 
b y eat good ſpeed he ſtrikes once twile oz thaile, _ | 
f * = : bi W is 


— 


N je jeven Sages. 


„ e While at the laſt thereat be firakeſo lang, & 
All the barnells wasthere away he dang: I 


Dynetbereafter but any moze delap 


| 14), Ba put Guydo into afelloun fray. 
1:;- 13} Guydo that ſes again upon him ſets, 
| „ Of bis goꝛget a buckle oztwo he frets: 
And ſtrake his gozget down upon his bzeff; 
„% Alexander another ſtraik waild neiſt 
I TUponhis neck, which hs perceav'd wasbatr, 
e Withalhisfirengthaftraik he laid on there, ft 
While both their ſtædes ſtakred upon the ſtoun 
And Guydoes head it happed on the ground. 
Thenlighteddown,and tek it in his hand, 
To the ll adie it (eat into pꝛeſand, $ 
wbereof the was right wonder blith and glald, 
To her father the ſame ſhe bure andſaid, 
Father, behold the head which upon mer 
oo falſly leid ſuch feid unfaithfully, 
Mhich vou and me at his power defamed, un 
But the blamelefſehimſelfhath made unblamey! 
. TheEmporour laid, the vallant vicozie 1 
By Lodowick wzought is now chown patiently; 
Be Sao well that Lodowick it had bæn. 
Then laid Lodo wick, it may be heard and ſan!! 
Foz ve habe ſabedthis day from ſhame and ska 
Pour own bongur,and als my daughters balth: 
And fcomthencefo2th the moze ay pe ſhall nh 
In my favour Fheight you by my band: 
Andhereaſter who over voth you vefame, . - *'F 
1 that vehaifhe wall incur my blame, 
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ee et od 


he leven Sages, 


ume hand ſhall bee accuſveof crynio, 
uch thing talkesof you at any tyme. 
- Jalexander ſaid to the Gmperour, 


Ji(to2y is ay at Gods pleaſure, 
&Atoft in him no wap be will them wzack, 
Ieir juſt cauſe he will not thꝛow aback, 
Juwapes will defend the innocent, 
{lil not thole the ſakeleſſe to bee ſhentk, 
he hath ſent me to the dickozp, 


ksevermoze to him allanerly. 


n ſow my moſt redonbtedLozd and k ing, 
pulp your grace A require ok a thing, 
ſump father when J laff did depart, 


yis ſo vert with ſickneſſe at his beart, 


5 bee believed nonght but ſudden dead, 


oo this cace as pee know come on bead, 
2] might not at that time ay remain, 


i would have licence to paſſe again, 
inderſtand in what ſtate all things ſtands, 


eh thereafter to put rule in my lands: 


1 


hee bee of ſtrknelleronvaleſt, 
leA return Þ chall take little telt. 
emperour taid, pour language likes me well, 


” would not, ſo mot my ſoul have ſeel, 
kannt your ſervice,noz pour daply pzelence, 


ut the teCe 3 grant you god licence, 


. uch affatres as pæ have ſhown to mee, 


Þ wk again into pour own countrie: 
tot he lea ve, and bade each one god⸗ night, 
Th don realm rade hame that gate fullcight: 


* 
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e {evendSages. 


In this mean time Lodowick thought greg 

To look about to the wall head did gang, 
And percea ved an hozſeman coming kaſt, 

Then Alexander knew well at the laſt. 1 
Whom when he law, he was both blith and gu 
Chen beartfully receaved him, and laid, 

O moſt true freind of all iy freinds alive, 
Mhole great kindnefſe my wits can not veſcelif 
Pe are welcome ſo far here as I may, . 
Dow have ve done, and ſped in your journey? | 
©; what an end have ye bought it unto? 
Muoth he, Lodowick, now have ye leſſe ado YT 

Noz of befoze, foz Guy do is departed, 
Wherefoze be blitb, and wonder mer rie heatten 

J wot J ſent his head to Florentine, 
To her father the it pꝛeſented ſine: 

Gberefo:ze go ve unto the Emperour, 

Foz now ye ſtand far moze in his favour, 

Noz eber ve vid befoze at any time, I 
And als p& are made clean of all the crime, 
That Guy do laped with pour fair Lavie, 
Toucbing your fame and your own honeſtie. 
Then ſaid Lodowick,it ne ds me ſay no moze, 
My life oftimes pee have p2eſerv'd befoze, 

And now my life and als my honeſtie 

fouchlike pꝛeſerved the fame of a Ladle, 1 
Which by no way JI cannot recompence, i, 
But my heartie will and benevolence; AM, 
Then they embzaiſt, at others tok godnigbt, 
And Lodo wick tade tothe @mperonr right: 


J.<1knowing Alexanders abſence, 
7 court believed his own pzeſence: 
Hike bis queen the matter nothing knew, 
Juman was that ſach thing to her ſhew. 
when night came Alexander him ſped 
? put tart ie untothe quens own bed, 
Ann his armes hee hint her in allbaift, 
„lar ſweet wozds right tenderly embzaift, 
hall pleaſure that did thereto pertain, 
ito bed a king do toaquen. 
$1 <e,wherefoze lince ſtrit yce did mee wed, 
$6derp night J lap unto your bed, 
never ſhew lo be no2 kindneſſe to mee, 
Ino kriendchip while now, How may this bee? 
"17 believe pes had judged ſome crime | 
 inycontrare,which never in my time 
inmitted unto pour noble grace, 
iteof A am aTonted in this cace: 
fol my minde it cannot well depart, 
ill remain at the ruites of mine heart. 
(ith he, theroat why are peedilcontent? 
Phat I did was done in god intent. 
od intent, quoth dhe, there I ſay nay, 
ſibere night ves laid between us tway 
Naked cwoz o, and never covet moze 
1 | by perſoun,and know no cauſe wherefoze. 
"Hall that, ſaid he, foz pzobatioun, 
: dals of love a great conflicinatioun 
een us two of everlaſting love, 
Tuch aſozt A thought 4 would you pzove. 


p 9 p 8 * Ju 


In all my dapes ye ſhall not finde again 
A nakedſwozd in bed between us twain Ale 
et not the leleths queen laid in her thought, 

An all m dapes fo2get ſhall J it nought: 
Chat love thou trowes foz to obtain ot᷑ m 
An thy deſpight I challit weak on the. 
Pet nonght ſhe laid, but thought it in her mind 
Hob ſhe might turn her love to other kinde. | 
Whers was a knight whom ſhe loved of bekoze, 
Andfrom hencefozth ſhe loved him moze andn 
At laſt they two bethought them of one thing, ht 
Pow they might beſt lay and deſtroy the king; io 
Between them two a conceat ſon they rand, | 
Gabe him popſon, and thought that be fra hand 
Should be but dead, and yet his complexioun 
It was ſo ſtrong it took no infedioaunn, 
Inhis intrals, but bzake fo2th trom his heart 
Anto the fleſh,andſhew the ſelfoutward; 
o by wozking within a ſhozt p:ocelle 
At was converted in other loze ſicknelles, 
Ancurable ay holden among us, 
And turnd into a leper Lazarus, 
While that no man with patience might him 1 h 
And all the Woꝛds deſptſd his companie, b 
Daping, It is a thing right odious | 
A loathſome leper fo2 to ring over us, * 
Foz his ch(ldzen,and all his whole Apen Fi 
Withoutten fail ſhall have the ſamine thing, 
And lo at ſhoꝛt him ot all dignitie $Þ 


They quite denude foz his inürmitte, 


&fhis realm as a begger himvzave, —=_ _ |; | 
0 Aude behab d to beg among the lade. e 
; the meane time of Rome the Emperour oh 


ed his due det wherefoze was great dolour, 
Howas father to Florentine co fait, 
he impire ſhe was apearand air, 
with aviſe of his counſell dis wess 
Kowick her love, and bꝛought him ko her bed, Þ 4 
 Yirethzow he was made pzincipallEmperonr, i, :- 


wh got the crown thereof with great honour: j #11; 
hat ſame time of France the noble king. KI: WM 


Now icks father in likewiſe made ending; LY . 
. ppayed his debt, as naturall courſe him gave, i. 75 
11 bath all thing that ever did life receave, || 'W 
po Lodowick came Emperour thow chance, . i. 
- fuſlizte he was the mightie king ot France; 5 
gut them both at once ſo did ha reigne, 4 
dboth at once hee had in governing. e 
Jin Alexander who waslately depoſed ED 
um his kin gdome the which be ſhold habe joyſed, || + 
ſurd tell fog truth Lodowick was Emperour, 71-0 
king of France, and thereof poſſefſour, 1 
«ito him ſelk he laid, and tok in minde, Ws 
| 115 go ſd᷑ if Lodowick bee kinde: « 
diverſe times J have jeopardmy life, 7 


A toꝛ himſelf, and ſuchlike foz his wile: 

% will J go and ts him make my main, 

vin help me, I am ſure and certain: ns 

um a night Alexander up hæ roſe, 8 ul 
as he might poꝛelꝑ put on his cloathes, 9 


* 
* 
o N 
* 


Pee depped rozth with Tatts ints his hand, 

With cop and clapper unts the Emperones wy 
When hee came there be lat doton af bis gate, 
Among the leper ſome almous foz to get. 

The Empetour came foꝛth upon a day 

Ol his palace, to ſpozt him and to play: 

"After his play again to palace paſt, 

And to dinner each one they bowned faft: 

All the leper they clapped and they cryed, 

But at that time all almous was denxed. 

2 Alexander clapped as the reſt, 

Cbough they got nought to bide pet he thoug5thi 
Unto the time the Emperour was ſeltk, 4 
Belie bing well ſome almous foz to get: 
Do up he role, and ner the gate he went, 

Thereat knocked with merk minde and intent. 
The poꝛter ſaid, Who's that that knocks ſo boldꝛ 
MNuoth he, a po with you ſome ærand would, I+ 
Requiring vou foz love and chatitie, 

That pee will do ſoms (malimeCage to me. 
The poster laid, whom to is that meſſagee 

Fes are herein of whom y& dave knowledge. & 
| (| 'F' Alexander ſaid, God freind with your pleaſure, | 

665 !.b % Pine arand is unto the Emperour. 4 
Che pozter laid, Doth your ærand pertain po 
To the Emperour? I know not what pee mean: ＋ 

Shew the matter, and what is your intent, 

Do ſhall J tell your tale incontinent. 5 

Bee ſaiv, J yon tequire now foz Gods lode, 
And foz bis lake that ſits indeavon __— 


* . p 1 N 
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Ie and tell unto the Emperour, 

an is bere in ſickneſſe and dolour, 
and leper, and lazarus vee ſee, 
uires his grace foz part of charitie, 

God his love that creat hath all thing, 

Alexanders ſake of Egypt Ring, 

Tithe will grant mee licence in his hall, 

eat his meat befoze his nobles all. 

I:pozfer ſaid,J wonder of your wit, 

Iithin this ball that yee deſtre to ſit: 
all his ballof noble men is fow, 

Step at meat fozſcoth if they ſaw you, 

qr chould abhoz,and eat that time no moze, 

ink it beſt to hold you ſt ill therefoze. 

ſuth Alexander, J pzay you of godneſſe, 

yGod his ſake,and fo; his gentleneſſe, 
our Paſtor vee would ſhew my meſſage, 

IJ almous pee ſhall not want your wages 

ge pozter ſaid, ſo far as yee require 
n God his love, and heartip you deſire, 

ur errand do, the lame to take on hand, 
File J return ſee that yee here ſtill ſtand. 

In the pozter ſaid to the Emperour. 
lang him with reverence and honour, 
Tobis meſſage as hes had got command, 
'$):Cmperoaur heard, and underſtood fra hand, 
Mien he heard the name of Alexander Ring, 
Puth he in haiſt that man to mee pee bzing, 
Yib hozrible oz ugſume that bee bee, 
Willgov pate pee fetch him here to mee, 


„7 

* 1 1 

That 
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1 Thathe may eat bis meatintomy vball ' "hf 
Anto my pꝛeſencs befoze my Loꝛds all. k 
Typen the pozter unto the gate is gone, 
And Alexander bzonght to the hallanone, 
i Ondaining bim into the ball a plate, 
„ EAhere he might eat befoze the Emperours facet o 0 
Leuben be was well refceſht at his own will, Hi! 
| [{8/; AGentlemanbelivehe cald him till, pn 
Daping. God fir, require the Emperour, fn 
If that it bee his will and his plealure, f 
F 03 Gods lobe fürſt, and king Alexanders un, "Aid 
Ye would mee give a cup full ofhis bine. . 
The Gentleman ſaid, What will I do fo thees Jt 
But I believe that ſuch thing can not bee; 
Foz if pee once of his tup take a dzink, 
To dꝛink therein he ſhall no moze A think: 
Pet not the lee thy rand I ſhall do, 
Let him ad vile if he conſents thereto. . 
The meſſage then to the Emperour be ſhews, + 
But ſs ſcon as that he the ærand new, 
Foz Alexanders ſaks the cup he ſend, 
Lid kull ot wine that ol the beſt was kend, 
{11 | 55 D2ank his pleaſure, and then he put the reſt 
In his bottell that time he thought it belt: 
DOtf his finger a ſmall gold ring he thyew, F 
A. \ - hich the Emperour long time befoze that knen 
gk . 19 e lame he had given himbefozz + 'Þ 
Th. An ſigne of love and freindſhip evermoze: 
| * bi eAhich Alexander inthe cup let fall, 
3 base the Copper beat it thzow the bal, 
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1 leven Sages. 


. . ST mpzonr,andtheſamelethim ſe, 


( 


ſaid my freind, A chall it vo truely : 


Neeup and ring withontten pꝛoceſſe mo28 
11 Ihe mpꝛour the Copper ſoon it buxe. 


* 
a 


. 


SCmperour how ſon this ring he ſaw, 
untinont fail well her did it knaw, 


Þvilt right wellit was the ſamine ring 


Tit hee had giben to Alexander king 


7 | Þtcienatip,when ather did depart. 


Hol the court, whereof he at his heart 

s ſo2zrowtfall,foz be knew noremead 
3 his companion was dead: 

tile her thought this pz man marvellouſie- 
4cotten this ring by ſome great RE 
$commanded the leper not depart, 
ue he had heard mozeſecrets of his heart, 
| knew not by favour oz nothing 

het man that was that had ſent him the ring. 


ur dinner they took bim-gnyetly, + 


Piaid, Tell me tho fruth and veritie, 
Pleinzie not to tell me of this thing, 


en, where, and bow pe hapned on this ring? 


L FÞEmperour ſaid,right wonder well A know 


Pander ſatd,and pleaſe your Paſeſtie, 


hi is the cauſe ye ſpear ſuch thing at ma: 


have knowledge ok this ring I perceave, 
c was yours ve knaw where peit gave. 


ting, and man ſuchlike if J him faw. 
runder ſaid, J marvell that can beo, 


Tua the king, and no way von know mk, 
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The ſeven Sages, 


Foz Alexander J am of Egypt king, ; ng 
Sometime J was to whom y& gave this ring. 
When hethat heard, tohis heart ſtrake aſton, 
Foz very Curt fell flatlings to the ground: 
Then rent bis robs,and keſt his clothes him in. 
When he perceaved Alexander was ſo, 4 
With ſoꝛe ſigbings, and ſobbings to him ſaid, þ 
My dear fellow, how is this on you laid? 5 
Duch loze ſickneſle, and great infürmitie, 
Mu heart it bzoaks ſuch thing on vou to ſ&; 
Pe are my life my ſoul, and my welfare, 
Oy only freind and fellow but compare, 
Where is your coꝛſe that was ſo cleinly cled? 
Pour bold body that was ſo finely fed? 
Pour puiſſant pith, and Cate that was ſo Cont, . 
Pour manly ſtrength whereof each man had do 
Quoth Alexander, this great infirmitie, 
And uncleanneſſe which y& now on me ſͤs, 
Foz the great faith, true kindnefſe and freindhhipy 
That ve ſhebo when J left yon in Egypt, 
To wed my wife, there your fidelitie 
Cauſed this ſickneſſe to chance upon mee: 
}., Fozintobed with my wife when ve lay, 
A naked [wozd y&lapd between you tway? 
She beleving it was not yeebut J, 
Do fcemmedly in bed could with her ly, 
And foꝛ that cauſe ſhe had me at hatrent, 
Another ſquire ſhe cheolde in loverent, 
GWetween them two purpoſde to poyſoun mee, 
IMM e Wyich is convert in this infirmities _ *F 


1 


e my realm ther babe me d2iven ane chaifk, 
Lu return thereto Jbaveno truſt. 
„ Lemperour tok him about the neck, 
Leerie love, and laid in this effed⸗ 
3 N molt beſt beloved true bzother, 
In evermo2e I loved above all other, 
row ſoze in ſuch loꝛt you to ſee 
Idiot remead maſtered in miſerie: 
re mult thole, and take in patience, 
I] i there may bee found any defence, 
ve remead that may your ſickneſſe (ave, 
gold oꝛ gear but doubt ye ſhall it have: 
e ſhall not fail to fetch fine phyſicians, 
Ichcunning clarkes, and perfite pꝛadicians; 
pet chall mille foz many mediciners, 
bo: papmont to pzove all potingers, | 
ih counſels of maſfers and doctours fine, 
11 ſicknelle that can give medicine: 
gothis need if they can yon ſupplies, 
1 "Thainot want foz gold, gsar, noʒ monsy, 
duet you help wee ſhall not ſpars to ſpend, 
pig wee ſhould ſeek unto the wozlds end, 
."Fekoze bee blith, and take nothing in thought, 
 Pughall the woꝛ ld your health it ſhall be ſought; 
nato a chalmer belide thop could him bing, 
du well pzepard, wanting no kinde of thing 
Neneſtie, noz pet was necefſars, 
NMiaſe noz health where his bed was and lair. 
: Fan time the E mperour gart pꝛepate 
"F llengers to paſſe, andiak all where 
Cuns 


— 


1 


vs, Ihe IEVEN Sages, - M 
Cunningdoctonrs,and pbpſicians profound 
What was expert in any land 02 ground, ul | 
Df whom there come to him in werkes thzeg - 
Thbirtie doctours cunning in all degree, 
The molt expert, and had experience 
Jn ſuch effaires belonging that ſcience, 
Df ſoꝛe ſupplie pertaining phyſick ſyne, 
And wasextolv Paſters of Medicine: 
To whom anons the Emperour then ſaid, | 
Df your comming Malters J am right glad: 
This is the cauſe why J ſend foz you all, pa 
I have a freind the which lyes ſick and thꝛall, (i 
Ancurable which only wee ſuſpec, 1 
As is leper, wherewith he is infec, 
Whereof if ye could make him haill and ſoum, 
A would give gold many a thouſand pound: 
Allthe riches J habe, and other ger 
A2 would it give to have him bail and fer, 
The Paſters ſaid, We ſhall do diligence, 
ti By arte,pbyſick,and naturallſctence, 
Together with all poCibilitte - 
Himtorecuce of his infirmitie, 
Plaeaſe it your grace. x muſt us pardon all 
¶Ue mult have ſight of the perſon 1 
Which all thirtie at once when they bim ſaw; F' 
Ancontinent this ſickneſſe they did Rnaw, 
And laid, It was a ſickn: uncurable, 1. 
„ AAbich to remead no moꝛtall man was able. 
ehen the ©mperour them heard deliver ſo, 
12 4 his heart rute he was right wonder We 'F 


eleven. ages, 


Tung all to the help and calling. 
i Foun that help can all ſuch t 
e called unto bim godly men 


Pf Eng them right humblie with his heart, 
Ather would pꝛap to God of his awd grace, 
Ih their pꝛaper if they could health purchas 
exander which was a Ring with crown: 
heir faſting and als devotion. 
Als himſelf faſted and pꝛaped deplie 


Ans dap Alexander alone, 

Ig in bed in heart all wo begone: 

* * to God foz ſome help and ſupplie, 

ſteard a voice ſaying to him on hie: 
inder if that the Emperour, 

: deb thine health thine help and thy ſuscour, 

Im go ſcon with his 0wn hands twa, 

{|:wo young Dons incontinent he fla: 
{hich his wife at one burden them bair,' 

qe laſt time ſhe was in child⸗bed liir. 

dh thy body with the two babies blood, 

Alesch hall be as fair, as clean, a; god, 

Fiber it was in any time befo2n, 

5 is the fleſh ot a bablienew bon: 
ander heard and thus laid to him ſell, 

Jeck it not neefull this tale to tell: 

Miiobe ſhownit's not erpedient, 

ue thereto by no way will conſent. 
= > 


Hof all pairts where that he could them ken, 
were de vont with minde and thought inwart 


{:God might haveofhis gadfriendpitie; 3 


e leven Sages. 


No wonder was his heart foꝛ to be wa, 
Foꝛ a ſtranger his own two Sons fo lla, 
Lyough J be now in ſuch extremitie, 
Sucha vaine voice (hall not be ſhown foꝛ me, 
Pet not the leffe the Emperour night and » 
Continunally at his de votion lap, 5 
Pꝛaping to God to ſend help and lupplie, 
To Alexander King of Egypt ſhould be: 
So at the laſt came to the Empetour, | 
A voyce ſaying, why maketh thou moze dolour: $: 
Foz to get bealth to Alexander King, an 
Since tohimſelt is ſhown the ſamine thing? 
Chr Emperour then to Alexander went, 
Saping, be blyth and merrie in intent, 
D my god friend ſince God of his godnelle, tt 
ö Path chown remead and health foz pour ckelt dt 
in Aato pour ſeik alone ſo ſecretlie, (01 
I pzap you hew what fachioun it ſhall be, ba 
God is remead to all upon dim calleth, #4 
110 
x 7 


To them lupplte in ſundzie ſozts he ſheweth, 
And fince ſo is ſuch ſecrets to you ſhown 
J would theſame pe (ſhould make te me known, * 
To get your health if J might help therein. 
That to welfare again we might pou win: 
ture no gold noꝛ counts no wozids geir, 
Do J again might have you whole and feir: 
J count no caſt. noꝛ pet noue other thing, 
£0 von again to health it may ſon bzing. 
e Bold not your minde into no ſozt fromme, 
„„An ann thing khat may your health lupplie: -** 


1 eleven Sages. 
Anigbt J deale pour ſickneſte into thaw, 6 I 
{jould not have ſo great infirmitie: . 


| wife and ye the t wo part ve ſhould have, 6 BY 

|: the third part my ſelf it hould receave: 18 
jp J as ye were ye may have ſuppozf, | if 5 
greteade the time ſhould be right ſhoꝛt: e 

{:faze fear not foz me to tell the truth, Bake 


| help your ſelf (@ no way ye be ſlneth. 7: 4 
n Alexander anſwered with mindeſo m&k, |; 1 


ſobeit that I fifteen times were moꝛe ſcek1 — 761 
in at the point of the maſt cruell dead, 1 
unnot aw the cauſe of my remead. F | - MW; 
J would not that (ſuch a thing were ſhown, | |. TS 
{] would nat to any make it known: 1 
{tobe ho won it is ſo odious. 1 
hats nature lo done contrarious, 55 
lu this caſe yemulſt hold me extuſed, ä 
(have mine health ſuch way quite J refuſed. 433 < 
{:Cmperonr ſaid my only friend and bzother, TRENT 
em with mine heartJ love above all others | J 
Fteme in traiſt have me in no deſpare, 1 
Kithe whole truth J pzay you me declare, EI 
hething is not poſCible to be dane, 55 


In foz to cure but it ſhall be had ſon. 
TirefozeJ ypurequireof dzother head, 
Ie not from me that may be your remead- 
Jeunder ſaid, fince even ſo is your will, 
4 whole faſhion J will declare you till: 


Tante minde humbly pꝛaping pour grace, ö 
at your will is * A ſhow rouge cace :: 4 
1 i . That 


— 
— — 


je leven Sages. | 


That ye will take mp words in patiente, ul 
And par don me where that J make offencez 1 
e Fos pe will think my words far by reaſon, 3 
i ad were therefoꝛe pour Grace grent me par 
Wit and reaſon my talk will both impugne, 1 
Beſt were therefoze in time to bold mp tongue, Þ! 
Lhe Emperour leid fo; his ſake that you bought. 0 
Withoutten fear ſhew me you minde aud thought P " 
Ye ſhall me finde to you trail and conſtant: ; 
Unto pour health there is nonght ye chall want, 
Therefoze ſhew fozth your minde if you it pleaſe, | 
What ye ſhall ſay nothing ſhall me diſeaſe, 
Nuoth Alexander J will pleaſe pour intent, 0 
As it was ſhown to me in verament. 
pet once again pour Grace J will pꝛotetk, l 
That my ſharp woꝛds your minde nothing molet, . i 
By a great voice to me it was revealed, 
Be a ſtrange way howthat J moy be healed, / 
Pour own two Sons your ſelf them foꝛ to fla, 
And my body wech with the blood of tha, 
This is the way wherethꝛow J may be haill, 
Which is to pou a thing unnaturall: 
W445, That the father his oun two Sons ſhould kill, 
ein With his own hands foz any ſtrangers beill. 
e e Andis contrare the courſe of naturall law, 
This was the tauſe ſuch thing J durſt not aw: 
| Lhe Emperour ſaid ye faile far to me there, 
i» That cal:eth your ſelfto he here a ſtranger, J 
eL sz in truefaithand ſomy ſonl havi ſeill, {| 
Men Asmineown ſelf J love au even as well: 
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þ lien hadfen bairnes perchance and mo, 
get vour health there ſhould not one of tho: 
$1be unflata, J ſhoztly pou declare, 
1 this matter now we will ſpeak no mare: 
Je to teſt and make no more ado, 
ih help of God all to god ſhall come to, 
Emperour he waited dap and night, 
Ni watched about what time that beſt he might 
e to his chake his own two Dons to lla, 
na dap the Empꝛice fs2tb could ga, 
ch her Ladies airlic in the mozning, 
lake paſtime into a green garding: 
Emperour ſaw and to chamber him ſped, 
ſere the £ wo babes lap flœping on their bed: 
ontinent his whinger fozth he dꝛew, 
f, ch his own hands his own two Sons he flew; 
ed their thzoates and then keped the blood, 
heit the lame contrare his heart it ſtœod: 
narvell was howbelt his heart was wo, 
em begot and were his childꝛen two. 
with that blood Alexander did waſh, 
bis own hands all his body and fleſh: 
ch was als fatr incontinent and clœn, 
Yip time befoze had ever been, 
Pa's god like in perſon and vilage, 
Juen he was but twentie pers of ago. 
Jemperour then knew well by his colour, 
s kallonn his face and poztratour: 
Aus but doabt Alexander trnely, 
refoze in heart right wonder blpth was he. 
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e ſeven Sages. 
Fo2 he bekoze knew not but this and ſo, 
Mhether it was Alexander 62 no. 
But then dyabtlefſe Alexander he knew, 
Wittyzout deſpare it was Alexander true: 
Riſt him and ſaid, O my dear tender friend, 
Dinge firſt we knew and ever moze bath ben: 
Ok pout perſon J have the knowledge, 


Df pour favour your face and your viſlage: 


Which many time J delpꝛed te ſœ, 
To eat and dꝛink, and be in company: 


. 5 Blleſt be the time ſuch childzen A begat. 
That hath pen bꝛought tothe ſtate pe are at: 


But pet none wilt that the childzen were llaine, 
But Alexander and the Emperour alane: 
The Empercur fatd, fince God of his godnelle, 
Math made pon whole of all your ſoze ſickneſle Iii 
I ſhail ozdain foz you right quietly, 

Wo palle a ſ pace in boneſt company: 

Out from this place but eight o2 myles ten, 
To that effec that none here ſhall you ken: 
And oa the mozn ye ſhall ſend a meſſage, 

Df your comming making to mo knowledge: . 
Then thall J come with blyth and merie ſpzeif, 5: 
Into ali baſte caſt me you fo2 to meit: 
Then Mil with me alwapes ye ſhall remain, 


Mhile we aviſe to get por realm again: 


Df this counſell Alexander was content, 
do as they laid was done incontinent. 
On ihe next day came to the Emperour, 


A mellenger who hailſed him with honour: 


als SY) 


:ving tohim as thep bad gotten command, | 


] Alexander of Egypt was at hand. 
$: Cmp2ice heard and was right wonder glad, 
{the Emperour ſhe hafted her and ſaid, 
u gd Lod be blyth and make god chere, 
;Alcxander they ſa{d is comming bere: 
um with we oft in great b.ithneſſe have been, 
{:5many day by gone bath not him ſeen: 
{\wonld your grace be ſo god to make gate, 
{1 foꝛ to mat he would be blith J waite; 
d my Ladies into our beſt array. 
Fill palte with you and meet him by the way, 
is being done as pet nothing ſhe knew, 
ut the father his own two Sous Raw, 
ec mperour laid it that it be your will, 
it lame journey blithly J will go tili: 
n rade they fo2th an honeſt campanie, | |. 
us, A nights, Ladies with great ſolemnitie, — 
an as they rade th allie thᷣꝛongh the ſtræt, 3 
the mid-way they Alexander did mæt, 5 
ohaiiſodother with all humilitie ; 
ih laud and gloze and honour thatmight be; 
, Jice was kindnelle, and there was great kiſſing, 
ure was blithneſſe, there was in armes byacing; 
ere was kneeling and there was courteſie, 
h reverence and great ſolemnitie. 
Ter talking with good and true intent, 
| together info the palace went. 
Ine tome of meat all was at tavleſet, F 
pI ing wanted that needfuli was to get. 4 
Alexan! 8 


on =. nes OI | 2 1 


j MB Alexander was ſe! at the hie d 1 
ie itt the Emperor and the Empꝛice at meaty 4 


WN Ades. 


eaſe, 


2 


As they were talking into merineſſe, 
The Emperour ſaid unto his own Empzice, 
O klorenc int mine own god wife and love, 
A think mine heart in joy cralte above: 
That pe do make Alexander ſuch cher, 

And is ſoblith that he is comming her: 
he laid fozſcottz could J it mo make, 


1 bk It ſheuls be done fo2 Alexanders ſake, 
e @ould net his comming been to us gladnelle, 
ii Andinſpectall fo pon a great kfadneſſee 


Foz pe had not come fo this dignitie, 

Whctic pe are idw koꝛſoth had not been he, 
Ond diverle times he hath ſaved pour life, 
Principal he was that got me to our wike: 
The Emperour laid pour wit weil Jallow, 
That thinks on them that was ſo good fo you; 
Then J pꝛar you take god han what I (ap, 
Into this hall law ye not the laſt dap; 

A loth leper bekoze pour table ſar? 

Both meat and d:ink as pe ſaw ſome he got: 


il 19 1 And koz Gods lone, and Ring Alexanders lake, 


De ſired a dzink which J gart tohim take: 
She laid p L ozd, that man right weil J law, 
A moꝛeuglp get never one dir kaaw, 

The Emperour laid, onething J por demand, 
Uu bich J bela ve pe will diſcuſſe fra hand; 

Z put che caſe that ieper man had been 


it. KRiag Alexander, that te fe With pour & ne- 


ad 
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us remead and health in your hand —_— 
12 Jiawith the blood of your own Sons tw ar. 
18 d fo2 to be vathed all about, 
1:ald ye not then with a lite hea rt and out: 
t well conſent that both their blods w ere ſhed 
ie intent that his health might behav? 
il er thaoates cutted, and do them both to dead, 9 
| Alexander tberetbzow might get reme=*- 3 Þ.. 
a make him hatie eben as ye ſ& him now? 1 
[at would I bo{quoth the) God J avow. 
be ten (ons gotten us two between, 1 
bald conſent to ſ& them with mine eene⸗ þ 
ſcantinent to fe them dead and Laine, | 
| :othat tale fo get his health again, |. 
being latrie with my power and pith, 9 54 
| '* 33i £3 ha2s ſhonld wech him well therewityg 
55 420 no; J chould leave him in ſach ned, N 
end not ere tog their thꝛoates bled. 1 j+*F 
Od again might ſend us bairnes anew, 1 
unever again a friend ſo trail and trew: „ 
en the Ecpe ron theſe wozds by her heard ſaiv < 
dis heart he was both blith and glad: 1.4. 
bid to her, god Florent ine my wile, 
{re rather ſave Alexanders life, 8 
Li thealed of ſoze noꝛ have pour @ons livand, 
Tale (quoth ſhe) that here J take on hand: 
009 therekoꝛe to him pe are ſo kind, 
bull ou ſhew the in ward orf my minde. 
lofty leper that lat into mine haw, 


* it Jand pe both eat and drink we law: 
| 
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ie She ſaid, He was moft leper Lazarous, + 
r WThatever come within a noble honſe, MS 
A2merveled great wherefoze that thing was won, |, 
{ ©5341} . Within your hall ſuch a batrne ſhould be b2onght |; 
To you Jtrowed it ſhoald come in your offence, |) 
Chat ſuch perſon ſhould come in your pzefeuce, |, 
But ſiace your grace ſuffered ſuch thing to be, 1. 
A was content and well allowed with ms. 1 
The Emperour ſaid, bao ye the truth then kend, 
e As A bela de ve had not ben offended, 2 
God Florent ine nom will make you ſure, 
a Ahich man it was that ſat on your hall loaze. þ 
e Z will you ſhow but any feinpeing, a 
Alexander it was of Egypt king, i 
jk” Whichat your table now ſitteth pꝛeſentlie, 1 
- . Moth ſhe my Lozd, I think that cannot be: 1 
Alexander that now fitteth at our table, 
That is a thing not liklie to be able; 
Fo Alexander that fitieth here pꝛeſentlie, 
it Js haile and feir pleaſant to look and le, 
Without ſickneCe of bovic ivund and cleine, 
Blyth of viſage with two fair chziſtall eine: 
Curious ot coꝛſe a comely creature, 
Ds was he not that lat into the fluce. 
„„ j} But sr bis bye was loch and hozrible, 
ei And had üickneſte wich was uncurable, 
And lo is not now alexander Ring: 
id. And J marvel: ve ſhou d ĩaꝝ ſuch a thing. 
„Hine heart (qusty he) ov bath ſend him rem 
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e [even Sages. 


ane heart no2 hand foz\ath no aw I ffod, 
Vent their thꝛoats and bath him in their biod. 
at, vp Gods grace he is made whole and fer 
t ilean perſon as pe nom (ee him her: 
> [mn che began to mourn and to make ſozrow, 

nature would howbeit ſhe laid befozrow. 

gat ſhe had rather le all her childzen dead, 

to that caſe oz he wanted remead: 
itt not the leſſe the naturall courſe and kinds, 
this behalf changed both thought and minds 
e beartly love and motherlp nittie, 
dich nature gives in the mothetto be, 
{not ſater noz vet no way ſuſt aine, 
ut with ſoꝛe heart ſhe grat with both her eine, 
e Emporour perceived her take ſuch pine, 
o ſtanch her ſturt he laid, O god Florentine, 
;hoagh ye be ws, J can vou no way wyte, 
n well J know pe had love and delpte: 
Award kindnelle unto your Dons two. 
tan well think that your heart ſhould be wo: 
it not the leſle J p2ay pou ceaſe of ſozrow, 
will be well J finde pou God to bozrow, 
Lienouriſhes hearing of theſe tythands, 7 
_ [9 great heart bzek they crpd & w2ong thetic #ands 
her knew nothing what fo2 to dooꝛ ſay, 1 
halt to the chamber where the two bairnes lap, 
dele ving well foz none other remead: 
vit finde the bairnes in their bed lying dead. 
Lity found them both at their paſtyme playing, 
n great blytbneſſe and "ou Gov loving, C 0 55 
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le Ieven Sages, 
geber moze vlith unte firſt boure ther were lun, 0 
Nothing knowing that their two thzoats were i 
The nouriſhes unto the Emperour went, f. 
And how all was they ſhew incentinent: n 
Pow his two Sons was living bipth and glad, ith 
And how about their two necks that they bad: I. 
A cirkilt of Gold where that the knyfe had gane, a 
Which knyfe from them ſo ſoon their life had tang; ar 
12; Wherethzongh there was great mirth in the citie, 
ile In the palace and all the companie: 
That God ſuch grace to theſe two babs had granty 
Chat being ſlaine their lives pet they not wanted 
' GWherefozs there was though the cities and ton 
Great pꝛapers made with many oziſouns: 
Koving the Lozd life to theſe babies lent, 
And granted health to ſæk and impotent: 
Bankets they made with joy and merinelle, 7 
Wenffrcls made mirth ceaſed was all ſadnefſe: / x 
Queen Florentine ſhe bliſt that ſamine day 
She did conceive and beare ſuch ſons fway, 
Pothing was there the ſpace of fourtie dayes, 
But all kind mirth blithnefe ſpoꝛts and playes, 
Great toznaments with bairded hozſe running: 4. 
Same other dayes with grewhounds Dere pantin 0 
„ This being done the Emperour did pꝛepare, 1; 
A great armie ok manho&d lingulare, t 
„ 1 And paſt away with all their feilowſhip; i 
i With Alcxander again into Egypt, = 7 
bY [+ Set him again into his ropalitie, 4 
| In his own realme with great ſolennitle. 
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The ſeven Sages. 


ed him whole to all his poſſclions, 
I due ſer vice ol his Ps and barrouns, 
it god jewell King Alexanders Queens 
Taulterie that lo long time hath been. 
Ib her lover what he was knight o2 ſqurze, 
Itter deer ved was both burnt ina fire: 
his mean time the Emperour chanced to habe 
ir ſiſter the which to wife he gave: 
alexander and fo2 tified the band, 
great kindnelle which evermoze did ſkand⸗ 
wirt them two with heartie mind and thought |” WW 
1 ht the one did the other would have wzought, - Fan 
vexander being (et soon at refit, © f” 4 
is realme the Tmperour thought it beſt; 
{fo return agarn to his Emppꝛe, 
ptok god⸗night at their own hearts delire. 5 
iy were right wo to part ye may conſider, 1 
pet ay ffilifrtends may not bide together: 5 
ey departed with merinelle and joy, 
ander homeward did him convoy, 
:nafter this Alexander him dꝛeſt, 
upde his realme alwayes 28 he thought beſt, 
A manlineſle and wiſedome in him ſell, 
anquicht all againſt him did rebell. — 
inemies about him all he danted, 1 
hub wiledome of his will nought be wanked 
erte was in all his gloꝛe peace and might, 
1':yis minde it camen;on a night, 
ö ulis kather in the lea did him ſling, 
Fc he chew what the wild bird did ſing; 
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"= e ſeven Sages. 
i And bis mother thereto did well conſent, 
e Tbereloze he ſent meſſage incontinent. 
r Powbeit they did a far way from him dwell, 
he meſſenger vet he bade to them tell, 
That Alexander who was Ring of Egypt, 
e Would to them come with a great fellowſhip, 
iii Lo eat and dzink and with them make gend cheat 
{| Inthat countrie ſome novels foz to hear, 
de Te meſſenger blythlie they did receave, 
Inn And rich rewards ſuch like they to him nave: 
nn Daying their ſervice at every time and houre, 
|. #41” Dould beready at the greatKkingspleaſonr, . 
i Powbeit they were not wozthie of ſac ch thing, 
Foz to receive with them a crowned King: 
Pet not the leſſe and pleaſe his grace to come, 
With all our hearts he ſhall be right welcome, + 
19 09 j || Whemeſſenger again to theking went? fel 
Ft al | As ther bim ſaid he ſhew incontinent hf 
And what reward with blythneſſethey him gave, $1; 
And how blytblie the King they ſhould receave. pl 
And how ready they were at bis command, +; 
Vim foz to ſerve all time with heart and hand: 
What ever his grace gabe them commandment, | * 
Whereof the l ing wasbiyth and well content: 
The day become the King took his journey, 
With diverſe Lozds to paſſe the readie wap: 
A bene bis father and mother made dwelling, 
4 1 ' Unknown fothem of any other thing: 
2 But he was king ol Egypt and none other, 


Wt pet your knewof his father and mother: E 


Ih)he ſeven Sages. 


let himſelf which knew well all the cace, 

{when they dꝛew near hand his katpers place 

3:tey come koꝛth rpding on their journey, 

[night his father met him by the ways 

when he ſaw the King comming with crown, 

Jontinent off hozſe he lighted down. 

Ich alihongnr and all good reverence, 

Ji bis knee making obedience: 

{when he law his father take ſuch paine, 

ok him up and bade him ride again, 

cha k foꝛ che k to the caſtle they rade: 

gere there was cheir with all aboundance made 

when they came unto the caſtle gate, {2 

mother came, and with blithneſſe him met. 

fling to him helighted andherkit@, 
what he was the ſcoth nothing ſhe wilk. 
ſelaid to him ſince it pleaſeth your grace, 
lite us at this time and our place. 

4 io to us pour ſervants great honaur, 
Pie are bl eth that it is your pleaſour: 
pre are welcome to all that we finde here, 

en as we may we ſhall make you god chœre: 

; e ume of day dꝛew near all bowned to dene, 

father came with a ſilver baſen, 

Ti role-water unto his knee kneland, 

his mother with towell in her hand: 

Ting mekly, pleaſeth your grace to welſh, 

[thereafter with ſome meat you refreth: 

q*readietheche&r we may you make, 

Jung your grace in patience to take: 
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a2 even Sages. 


be ning thisſawhecmiled and then laid 

. Undo himſelt there is none tan avoid: 
e Noz vet aſide the godly pꝛovidente, 
ih Be wiil have done by his perfite pꝛudence, 
. The nightingals ſong nowJ perceive it true, 
1 ij444+ - Which long ago to my father J ew. 
ben that ſhe came to his window and ſang, \ 
That they ſhould both be right blith foz to gang, 
n With the towell and baſen in their hands: 
\, | 1154 e taz to ſer ve as they were my ſervands, 
ie Ak A wonld tbole them ſuch thing foz to do, 
ee, Nowtheſame thing and matter is come to. 
i This in himſelf he ſald and no man knew, 
Po ta no man as vet ſuch thing he ſhew. 

do he would not them thole to do ſuch thing: 

| +\ {© Yowbeit that time he was a crowned Ring: 
e .. @aping ftr knight J will honour pour age, 
Pe noꝛ your wife ſhall do me no ſuch homage; 
At becommethnot ſuch twoaged to bzing, 

Mater to weſhhowbetit I be aking: 
Take in patience fozſoth J ſay pou true, 
Foz AJ bave here other ſervants anew. 
Then ſaid the knight to us it were honour, 
ODo that it were unto your grace pleaſure; 
ö | | I Hut in this cace ye will not thole us 69, 

ö 1 By reaſon we are not wozthy thereto, 

Then! ald the Ring 1 dohonour to age, 
»Duch office gatneth to younger perlonage. 
Chen to denner was this god King (et dow?! 
—_ after him his 02ds of as renown. 
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[he was let he gut let down bls mother © 8 
own ſide, his father on the other, 5 — 
intirely behels ap bis viſage, Es „ 

ey could have of him any knowledge 

zone they had; age fickneſle and labont 
de them misken his faſſoun and favour. = =_- i . 
vinner done, the king to chalmer went. 


his father and mother after ſent, 


tame to him with ail obedience, . Wk 
ping to him ſervice and reverence; :Y 
commanded ail perſons paſſe aide, > #5; 
but the knight and his wife to abide: "2% |; WP 
hoſe command as hee bade ſo was done. * Wi 
in was the dez on them ther cloſedfon-. — + |: 1 


n ſatd the Ring to the knight and his wife, 
de pee no batrns? Quoth they, none upon life, 
noꝛ daughter at this time have we none 
to get mo we truſt the time be gone. 

en ſaid the Ring, J ſpear foz time bygone, 
dre anp? oz had pe never none? 

en ſaid the night, foz a ion wee had one, 

tit is long ſnce be was dead and gone. 

en laid the King, In what death dyed hee 

en ſaid the Knight, 4 natural! death truely. 
ven laid the King, bee that not true but fail, 
efatl to mee, doubling to me your tail. 1 
hen laid the Knight, pour grace I now requires, \ 
hat is the caule pee fervently deſire⸗ ; 
d to ſuch thing what cauſcth you take hd, 


th ſuch effect to lpear after his dead? 27 
Aa Tf 
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;benfats the King withont canſe ds nonght 'H 
How pour Son died ſhew me your minde g thun 
Ak pe will nought ſhe w forth the veritie, WT 
A ſhamefull death hut doubt pc all bothvie, 
di: Mhen that they beard they fell deen on they | 
jj! _ Askinghim grace foꝛgibeneſle and merci 
Then laid the Ring vet will 4 honour age, N Ke 
I IJ covet net of you ſo great homage: 1 
A / I grant you leave befoze me foz to and, 
And cohe railde them both up by the hand, 
i Tothat intent J come not in your place: 
hh 3 . Pon to betray in any ſoꝛt 93 cace: 
1 - Foz it is given me weil to underſtand, In 
081118 pe put your on to death with your own hand, gt 
7; 160 * And it that ſuch thing come to the judgement, 4; 
Pe will be both condemned incontinent. 1 
VLTperetoꝛe to me the very truth pe ſhaw, | 
N £ It is danger fo; lach to bide the lau- |; 
' if {-@phewmethetruth and J ſhall ſave you baith, |; 


From all perrill and kæp you from ait skaith. Þ; 
ben ſaid theknight my lite fir to me grant, 
e Wfthetrnetruth one wozd ye ſhallnot want: 


hen ſaid the King fear not the truth to ſay, 

And one credence here J ſhail ſave you fway, 
Then ſaid the Knight we had a Hon turelie, 

Who well was ſen in cunning andclorgtes {4} 
dicker tunning he had in ſcience ſeven. j 
In all planets that moved under heaven, 4 
s knew their courſe and all their ſtrange ey a 
geln puth their power and all their ürme eilen. 


his fozeſight vo way can be down ſmozed, 
"Ftebermo2etheſame will bedecozed, 
vo2ryte is, ko: none can wozk contrare 


Vir his grace bath bzought mee tothis tate, 


am now and foz meg did debait: 


3;0vidence, which carely I declare. 


kn the father and mother hearing that, 
tear and joy feil to the earth dobon flat, 
Fon he (ok up with all humilitie, 
Fung, Father and mother ſear not mee; 
de ve 13 doubt of all that J have ſaid, 
her be blith, ſopous, merrie and glaid, 


Ich hip of God no danger ſhall you deir, 


nt ever you think J pzay you take no fer; 
Jhall ati nought in getr noꝛ yet perſoun, 


ſalbraane I grant you plain pardoun: 


pee Ghai! inde that my might and weikare 


be pour gloze foz now andevermarc, 
this like ſo long as Jendene, 


— 


qc realoun,ye two mee got aud bure. 
Z3ith blithneNe with hat into his hand 
Ji them voth mercie heart laughaud. 


1the mother the grat right pitcoufly, 


1 trecather the tear feliin his Cye. 
In lald the Ring be fill, aud wep pa . 


uam realm with bielle v ſhall be b2ought 
Tutg all gio:e there ſhall ve honor red be, 
Fi all biithneffe, woztip and dignitte 
Fic mp lellercept my kingly crown. 
h is reſerved to mine own perſour . 


L * . * ' \ * 
* 22 P | 
18 
— 


3 


* * ” - N * * 4 
N p | ny” : * ö 1 
* : *; * . * 
» Ss 5 4 Ip 
4. N - 4 1 
* F 7 i o* 


5 * ks / * ' Y , 
* 4 * a , * : F 


7 


To ruie and guid theit romes, rents, e their lam 


92 in that place he left rerfain ſervands, 


WL his father and mother to him hame, 
GHere they itvebin hononr and god fame 
Aiithet!rlifeiime while God fo death them d2eft, 1 
uided the realme in juſtice, peace and reſt, 
Unto the time courſe was p34 of nature, 
Ended their lives only to Gods — 


How the Empr Ne E Was Cn + deinned Oo teal 
With her lover without mercie or remead, f 
ben Diocicſtane ſaid to the Emperour, 


Father, the tale J told to pour pieaſure, | 
zUbich I belive right well pe underſtand, I. 


Y': 
Bea,evcry W93d, quoth bee, ſon J warrand: 1 
At isa tale to bee nateb, J lay, 15 
Not one better 4 Heard this map dap. Jn 
Than (aid the (on, and pleale pent Majeſlie, % 


Bobwobeit that Gad hay given ſuch grace to mee, ir 
Mt wit, wildome, and other great cunning, N21 
we diverte things bath lent me underſtanding, Pt! 
Pet this hend in ne wiſe mintſh pour right, Fit 
No2 pour honour, pour majeſtie no2 mights fut 
Wut rather Comb the ſaine eke and augment, Pe 
y right,reaſon,and als equall judgement, 


Do in likewiſe the Kings ges and effate, 130 
exmbich was by Sodonle pꝛedeſtinate, 13 


dend by the bird to ſlag that he might hear, 
u tzich in that tale was Gods great meſſenget, n 
D $25 not ban Gob gave that bird ſuck; grace, a 


bid not ſang {ack ſinging in that place, "pv 
ons 90357; and als bis dignitie a 26 
r 90112 honor 5:em his father wee lee; 

to his mother it did none hinderance, 
Aratber was their honour to advatice, herd 
Jes haveheard they were hononrd alwayes, FT: | 
Wothis realm during their life and days. „ 
Jen laid again to him the Emperour, . < 


J:ow percelbe weil the ſens great bonstir; 
0 no way pare bis fathersmight and gloze, 
rather ap to make it moze and moze: 
Jirefo;e J will the whole impire refigne 
Je pour bands, and pe therefo:ebe king, 
$2 9::1d the lame, and have the rule and ſtær; 
Jam old, and may not burthen bear; 
ucather wauld bee let at reft and cate. 
n re the realm to guid as pee beſt pleaſe; 
Ji; I may not eni ure inch buſtneſſe, 
F'teaſon of mine age and fæbleneſle. 
Jen laid the ſon, Saving your graces will. 
Þthat ſentence no wiſe grant will J till; 
It re call have ay the authozitie 
Fiting pour life ever moze above mee, 
Fharge,command,ts bid and foz to do, 
wall affaires that pertained pon te: | 75 
Voſtnefle that is labozidus. 8 
es end erands Weightle and pondercus b 
43768 3 wlll accept their upon mee, 
Fo toterue as fs my great duette: 
$90 Cots 13441 dhe lamtas night and dap 05 
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L g 1 An judgement ſit, end do foo2th vis office; 
i And the Empꝛelle in pꝛeſeute to cauſe bzing, 


| ö ; To the gallous to lea be my life in wed: 


D pour pleaſure in ſo far as E map. | 
Tho Emperour commander bis Julfice - 


With her rebald, clad in womens clothing, 
Whom next her ſelf he cauſed fo2 to ſtand 
Her Ladies al in oꝛder near her hand. 
Then Diocleſiane fo the Empꝛour ſaid, wy 
Father, pour queen pour honour hath degraid: | 
& ver all the woz1d pau are great Cmperont, - [hc 


And it pertaines fo pour grace and honour, - f 
To do juſtice to all the ſame requires, 11 
Foz the ſame thing pour Mafeſtie deſtres, [ie 
Alweil to pm2 as to the rich alway, e. 
Equall juſtice you ſhouldò miniſtet ay: —_ . 
Now A dcſire that ye give tight ſentence — . 
Or the unkruth kalled, and great offence, 5 
Done and alleadgd by the Empzeſſe falſlſ, [ji 


Bp coun:ell of her lobe in contrare miee: 
By whoſefalſe means! ſebentimes I was (o2thin- 


Als to your grace nzafaithfnil ſhe bath been, 
Df her bodie not guiding as a queen, 

Which is well proved into your pꝛeſente, 
Bp many ſignes and perfect evidence, I: 
Apen the which J ask and als deſires +5 i 
Juſtite and right even as the caule requires: 
To pour fuffice J would pee gave command 
To gtbe ſentence but delatouts fra hano. 
Agen the Empzelle heard this dae a” 1 
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* nn the earth then aatlings He fell down, 
4: the Em perour asked grace and mercie, 
1 in no loꝛt ſuch thing there conld not bes: Ts 
:co2ding to the law hee bade p21 oceed E 
Fo give ſentence contoʒm unto her deed: £ 
6 Een. bade panle well to whom the deid was done, 
*Ko whom, when, where, how long, oꝛ yet how ſcon: 
hben thereafter to make the puniſhment 
s pleald the judge to give foꝛth his judgement. - 
hen ſatd the Judge, No way J can her clenge, . — 
a her own deid it ſelf it doth revenge: + an 
e per ken pzoof ot her rebald and a nabe i 
bemſel ves both files, as all men may perceave: |. SP 
P22cover the fault it is eſe Majeltic, | 1 
ne in contrare the crownes great diguttie. Wy} 
in ſo far that the vefiive his bed, = 
en bis ſon in gallous to bee led: © { 
jerefo:s 7 give in open audience, 55 ( 
 [9p2ononnees now az extreams ſentence. A 
a gat the Empꝛelle be bound fo an 139240 tall, 
A 5100gh ail the Tretes of the cific ber trail, 
18 come to the plate burnt do o bes 
In her pꝛeparde, that every man g tp ſeo: 
N Nals wee give on her rebaldſentence 
bis knaberie, and his per verle aFence, 
Fetrare the crown, merclleſſe to be marterd, 
Þthe rats revia,hanged,vdzamn aad quarterd: 
er that his flzth to be raſten to tyres, 
F te devonrd with dogs under the dykes; 
WW with the rows that de into the air, 
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hogs 8 leavings to takony: to othelr Skafe: 
n memozte that be durft ſa COS. - 37 4 "P 
In tontempt of the great E mperour of e, 
This harp lentence.wee pzonouncd openly, wy 
Fo all people, and does it ratifte, 


ö ies the ſame known,and to all men patent, - w * | 1 
I 135 3 well gbſent,as they that are pzeſent: 1 
' 7 0 they were both confoꝛm to their offence, * 


41 ;-- Doue and demaind accoꝛding to ſentence, 
1 N 14 Given and pzonouncd by that moſt awfull fudge, - þ 
||| #- Gtherefca remeadthey hadnonensz refuge, % 


1 [ f But ſuffered death with everlaſting _ hh 
And ap to bꝛok of great harlots the name, i; 
As woꝛthie was, ez why continuall fin, rh 
" Gated indurd heart ever to live therein, Be) F/ 


1 [| But fear of God, oz any repentance, 1 
P || Cauld them ſuffer ſuch dulekull ſad ſentente. 
i: Yowbeit that man ſuch bawdzte did not knaw, 
Pet God in beaven right well it heard and ſaw, 
- Foz all things are to his tene ay patent, 

There loze he found a ſuttle inſtrument, =”; 
To make ſuch thing to mans ſight to bee kend, *; 1:5 
Thus may pie ſe of this Empꝛelle the end; 
]32aping great God of us to have mercie, 
And us fozgibe, Amen lo may it bee. 


A declaration to the Empreſſe after her if 


0 Faithleſſe feeble fool, O ugly bote hol d n Pg 
0 poiſond padaocks 5 pool, O miſbaut mad mont 1 3; 
dun cative creature, O Serkan ſced all Yſhent, «, WI 1 Pt 


ETD 
ever 2 wronght —— Jet ” life was ts "re q 
1 bers was thy wiſdone went-when ſuch folly tho 7 
{| luſt thou may lament that ever ſuch took in bank: wa 

5 Fs haſt loſt life and land, and all thy royali cou; 


5 % fate no way ceuld fraud it was ſo ſtmking 22 7 5 0 ö Fig 


A2 thee all cryes out, ſie, fie for verie ſpame, 
A rome: ſeed do ſhout upon thy filthie name: 
1 Þ wearied be «he womb that brought thee iu . 1 ifes 
rer to brook ſuck blame, wo worth thee wicked wife; - N 
{ted in ſturt and ſtrefe,thy bow was ever bended, : 8 =—_ 
13 erefore but ſword or knife thy life now halt thou ended, 4 |; 
| greatly thou offended unto an innocent, 8 
1 hat thou would never mend it unto this life preſent, 
f Tan wold never repent but wronght wrong with iure 
Tow with ſhame thou art ſhent, head pati on to all bare ' Fa 
My while this world endures ever to by 30h. that namey. Wk 
nb all quickereatures with ſlender Jack and ſbame . 
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The concluſion of this work. 


| [Ow our Empꝛite hath ſuffered dead and gone, 
Lherctoze as now we will let her alone, 95 
ate her har lot whole dapes they have ill ſp LL 
an ill entrie fo2 common is ill ended. 

is well appead indeed bet wirt them twar, mo 
ſoktgem as now no further will I ſay, = 
ut in all hafte go finith fozth dur bak, — 

1 Becuuſe the lame to do we undertook. 

Cbereloze as nato moze time wer will notſpend, 
Abatſhewat ſho:t ofthe god Emperoars end. 

"hag hin few dayes aer e n.. 
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n perour was of that conntrie and land, 
133 A wid the imptre with wildome and pzudence, 
8 eld ln maſters indayly reverence, 
"By wh... dildome his cainſcilgndvefire 
Ps guſded well his king dome and impire, 
That nt pzecoid all his p:zedeceſſonurs, 
_ Juntches; ſuſfice,wiſdome,and honours, 
Wkpisk ges uch love he Dill con queſt, 
hakoper all ching in earth they loved beff. 


With all tet vice as their true Loꝛd and King 


end mirtb, and to the great piealure 


5 59 


bonded their dapes in great hanour, e | 
| 
| 


Dis Malters als then loved him ov r all thing, | | 


od alone, te whom all doneart be, 


" Lovingand love,obedience over all; 
Meal th and vertue, and everlaſting gloze, 
Into all werlds both now and evermezg 


Bs to thatLozd with all humtliti e 


. AK Th to diſtill a Diop of bis merciz _ 
On us Unners, bis gloze that we map ſ& it, 
2.0 dis! " leulute * every man £59 be it. 


10 


Fin is quod Roll, 


'B ind, pzaile implre, triumph, and 1 : 1 
Ringdame, renown,and jap perpetuall, - 
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4 "aſeth © God and payed 'bis naritattdebt, 5 


1 08 ce came, and as the terme was ſet. 
D Ir ane chen twk the ſtetr in band, 


{Ad mperaur was of that countrie and land, 
N ld the imptre with wiſdome and 52udence, | 
Veld his maſters indayly reverence, | 
By wh... viſdome'his conſcitgnd defrs 
« Þs guide well his king dome and imptte. | 
That he pꝛeceld all his pzedeceſſours, | 
Jiu tiches, ſuffice, wildome, and honours, 
" DfhisL'gges uch lobe he till tongueſk — || 
4 Thatoberaliching in earth they loved betf, | 
Dis Matters alsthepioved him ov'r all thing. 
We all ſervice as their true Loꝛd andKing, | 
o ended their dapes in great hanour, 
rand mir th, and ta the great plealure 
Dod alone, to whom all honour be. | 
Lans, pꝛaiſe fmpire;triumph,anddiguitle, | 


Kingvome, renown,and jop perpetuall, 
 Lovingand love,obedience oher all; 
Health and vertue,andeverlaſting gloze, 
on all worlds both now and everma:y 

to that Led with all humilitte, 5 


a 8 > to diſtill a dzop of his mercic 


p un 


Daus Unners, bis gloze that we may ſx it it, 
£0 ns enſure lap eberr man do be it. 


Fir inis quod Rolla 
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